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PREFACE. 



The following " Story " is not put forward as a 
biography of Doctor Dodd — ^who, for many good 
reasons, would be wholly unworthy of regular bio- 
graphical treatment — ^but as a picture of a cer- 
tain phase of life and manners towards the end 
of the last century. The reader will have before 
him a character very familiar to those days — a lead- 
ing actor in the wild society of the time — ^the well- 
known figure of what was called the Macaroni 
Clergyman. The semi-barbarism of judicial proce- 
dure, and the horrible, but dramatic, incidents which 
then attended the final process of the law, all deserve 
study and illustration, and could in no way be so 
conveniently illustrated as by the singular and 
almost romantic history of "the imfortunate Doctor 
Dodd." It may be added, also, that the subject was 
long ago pointed to, in a Quarterly Eeview of high 
aathorify, as worthy of being seriously taken up ; and 



^iiPPBBIfpiIJ-llil!; ll„.k„».l,M™nJ 
I[;uvkiii~'s .ri.ibffiSm; the contL-mjniriny Newspapei-s 
tliL' Town and Ceolntrv ilagiizhie, 1773 {the maga 
zino w]]i(']i, fnuiid in the i\"iiiLloiv of an old inn, s< 
deliglited C'luii'lea Lamb witli its lY-te-a-ieien) ; tltt 
Magrtzuics :ind Newspapers of 1777; Villettc's Ac- 
count; t!if jmblislied Trial ; Tayhir's Recollections; 
Croft's Love and Mathiess ; together with many jias- 
sages and allusions up and down, through such read- 
ing as Gan'ick's Letters and NicLol's valuable Anec- 
dotes. 

Tliis little Memoir has also profited by tlie kindness 
of my friend Mr. Jobii Forster, who bas allowed me 
to nsc his mopt curious collection of newspaper " cut- 
tings," pani]ihlets, and engravings; all relating to this 
" unfortunate divine." It seems to have been made 
by some con temper an,- adniii-er, and includes almost 
cverj- scivTp of published town gossip that coidd bear 
on the sulijec't, 

r. F. 
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BOOK THE FIRST.— WEST HAM. 



CHAPTER THE FIRST. 

INTRODUCTION. 

The story of this unhappy clergyman has not been 
told before; yet its dim, indistinct .outline is, in a 
sort of general way, familiar to many persons. This 
acquaintance seems to resolve itself into three main 
features — ^that of the centre figure being a clergy- 
man, that his offence was a forgery, and that, through 
the terribly severe laws of his country, he suffered 
death for the crime. The "Execution of Doctor 
Dodd" is, perhaps, the idea most distinctly present to 
all, when they think of his name. The flurry of the 
days between his sentence and death has in it some- 
thing almost lurid ; and idolaters of Boswell's book — 
and there are such — will own to there being a sort of 
horrid fascination in the passages he devotes to this. 
incident. 

B 







miv „~..;l 1 


11 tlm Kiict'taclt; of iirui:c3fjions to tlip gallirtV* 


Till' VMIVJ 


IK jifiialty of tlw lnw, as jtiis callv^l, vioirt?* 


tVoiil till' 1 


H'r-i'iiti couturv, wc aiv iijit to nccqit lis ' 


llll'lt-lllV III 


-iiilt, whidi, in tboao diiya of blooilv (iis^ 


|..1ISIIlil.,l, 


ii u;lsinjt. 


Till- in, 


.tfliL'd clergj-iiian was tliL- vlftim of the ': 


.Jil, Htniiiii 


. iiiulish I'm'tisli tomjilawiicy. wliicb has i 


SI. Ilftl'll li 


Mi<ifd itsdf doing soiuf-thing Spartan mid 


..[.iMiili.l. » 


lii'H it is onh'ci'UC!! twid ndicidous ; ivhicii,. 


as T.I ml M 


:R:iiulay has slio-wii, must have its recurring 


tits .if mi.r; 


lHin", :uid ciiUa for a lictiiii now and again, 


to ivnki-ii 11 


i{i Its slumhL'riiig coni])]ac(!ncy : wlildioiipe 


.lii.1t nil ,iili 


iiiir^d " to eiifinimgf the rest," and banged 


'Doctiivlli. 


d(l to show the s urronnd in g world :i speo 


tlldL' llf StL' 


rn. unfiinrhiiig iiinrnlity. 


I'm- till' 


iiffence ivdiicb Ductoi' Dodd ci">inmittod, 


Sllfl. 11 |l, 


iidshment was un.siutL'd — and abnost im- 


morik-'i. 


E\-(jn weiglung the moral delinquencv 


til.-L.lv. rliu 


Tf was no such tremeiidons guilt involved 


ii> tli'f nftV.i 


li'e. The dettiils now about to be presented 1 


hiivi- iievfi 


■ \n.vn collected befttn;, and mav be said to 


bo 1KMV tu : 


:i idiieteenth-L'untm'y itader,.^^^^^^^^^ 



AT COLLEGE. 



CHAPTER THE SECOND. 

AT COLLEGE. 

Down at Bourne, in Lincolnshire, a certain Re- 
verend WiUiam Dodd was vicar, early in the reign of 
George the First. The little town was on the very 
edge of the Fens, and young William Dodd had 
before his eyes the quaint old Hotel de Ville of the 
place, which was of some beauty, and of great anti- 
quity. A thoughtful, studious man, with " a dear, 
pale face," his son described him long after. 

This son — the eldest-^ — the notorious William 
Dodd, LLJD., was bom there, on the 29th May, 1729. 
There was also a second son, who afterwards grew 
np to be the Reverend Kichard Dodd, a working 
clergyman, but about whose story — ^there bemg no 
painful notoriety to make him stand out — ^history is 
almost silent* 

Over this child, at its studies, the " dear, pale face" 
was bent very often, and succeeded in implanting a 
carious fancy for study and general reading. Young 
William Dodd took ardently to books ; and, when 
only sixteen years old, was fit to be entered at Cam- 

b2 
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AT COLLEGE. 5 

ever, find time for literary labour ; and, at the age of 
eighteen, sent forth the first of the long train of books 
which he was hereafter to launch so steadily upon 
the town. This was a quarto pamphlet, entitled " A 
Pastoral on the Distemper among the Homed Cattle, 
orDiggon Davy's Lament on the Loss of his last Oow." 
Considering that this plague was a national calamity, 
sweeping the whole of Europe, and that Mr. Sterne, 
down at Sutton, and other divines, were dealing with 
the subject in their pulpits, such levity would seem to 
have been in bad taste ; but a careless college lad of 
eighteen might be excused for not weighing the de- 
cencies very nicely. 

Two years after, the African Princes came to 
England, and he seized on the opportunity to issue a 
quarto tract of. mild heroics, in the shape of an ad- 
dress from the African " to Zara" — inscribed accord- 
ing to the usual precedent to a person of influence, 
Lord Halifax — ^which was later followed up by an 
answer from " Zara" to the African Prince. These 
youthful efforts are of the very poorest quality, and 
suffer sadly by comparison even with the low standard 
of average " Juvenilia." As such they might claim 
the usual indulgence, had not their author, later, when 
more advanced in life, collected them carefully, and 
presented them to the public in a volume. The same 
year, 1749, he took his degree, with distinction, and 
his name is to be found fifteenth on the "First 
Tripos List," which corresponds to the more modem 
wranglers and senior optimes. 

With this promising beginning he might have 
hoped to fare profitably in the University. His 
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AT COLLEGE. 7 

degree in 1749 — and took it with distinction, for he was 
in the list of wranglers — ^just happened to be among 
the last few who were permitted these rights ; for in the 
following year, the "ancient custom" was aboKshed. 
"The good-natured ladies," he says, "never were 

averse to so laudable a custom Scarce 

a dry eye was seen on the day when the wranglers 
were lost; the peeping maidens observed now and 
then one with downcast looks steal along the streets 
and muffle his inglorious face in dismal black. The 
year 1750 will be remembered with grief by every 
Cambridge virgin and future wrangler." This is 
merely what in these days would be called the viva- 
city of an " ingenious young gentleman," but some- 
way in every phase of life, from Cambridge to New- 
gate, some levity of the gay, frivolous Dodd is always 
present. Even at this day there was a "Lucy," of 
whom the youth in his loneliness thought tenderly. 

He was a very gay youth, fond of Cambridge 
pleasures and parties, dressed expensively, and was 
noted among his friends as " an ardent votary of the 
god of dancing." These pastimes did not interfere 
with more important matters ; and, in truth, it stands 
a good deal to his credit that he should be able to 
combine such hostile interests so successfully. Later, 
however, the balance became disturbed, and in the 
year of his degree he left the University very sud- 
denly, and came up to London. 
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OEDINATION AND MAEEIAGE. 9 

been the work of Sir John Gilbert ; a sort of useful 
cla.ss-book, which must have entailed some serious 
iroidgery ; and a more ambitious effort — a burlesque 
addition to the "Dunciad," with Warburton intro- 
dvLoed. He was, no doubt, one of the tribe of " vile 
sex-ibblers" alluded to by Warburton, in his letters to 
St:^me ; but was wise enough, when grown older, not to 
pfovoke the controversial bishop by reprinting it in his 
collection. These works show a certain industry, and 
Height incline us to suppose that the "dangerous 
acridity" for London pleasures was a little overstated. 
He was now but twenty years old. 

There was living at this time in Frith-street, Soho, 
a young person named Mary Perkins, with whom 
yovmg Mr. Dodd became acquainted. She is said to 
ha^e been "largely endowed with personal attrac- 
tions," but, on the other hand, was fatally " deficient 
in those of birth and fortune." The plebeian name 
is, indeed, significant; her father was a servant to 
Sir John Dolben, one of the prebendaries in Durham 
Cathedral, and had been promoted to be verger. 
This young person Mr. William Dodd, with his fail* 
prospects in the world before him, had the infatuation 
to many on April 15, 1751. 

In other respects she seems to have been a very 
suitable wife; and at the season of her husband's 
terrible probation, exhibited all the virtues and moral 
gifts which happily belong to no special rank or 
station. Nay, though marrying him without bringing 
a dowry with her, a lucky chance was to help her to 
one later. She was all through useful, affectionate, 
and tolerant of his frailties to a remarkable degree ; 
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OEDINATION AND MARRIAGE. 11 

cnltj he was brou^t i)ack again into the strai^t 
and profitable ecclesiastical roadway he had strayed 
from. After watching an opportunity to jnite " An 
Elegy on the Death of Frederick Prince of Wales,'' 
Be came back again to Cambridge. 

For this performance — ^which he thought of when 
lying in Newgate, bitterly complaining of its having 
been overiooked by royalty — ^he received five guineas 
from Mr. Watts. He had also written a comedy, 
for which he was to receive a hundred pounds — ^which 
had actually got to a manager's hands, but which he 
was obliged to withdraw on pressure from authority. 
This comedy shall turn up again later under very 
curious circumstances. 

On the 19th of October, 1753, he was ordained a 
deacon, at Caius College, by the Bishop of Ely — a 
prelate to whom he had dedicated his Latin synopsis 
of Clarke and Grotius. 

Even at this date he had been eagerly looking for 
preferment ; and this " Elegy " was but one of those 
little devices to secure promotion for which he was 
later to become notorious. His importimity was al- 
most wearisome ; and nearly thirty years after, in a 
situation where idle college verses would seem about 
the last thing he would think of, he refers to these 
academic platitudes with a sort of wounded air, as 
though he had been ungratefully repaid for his 
panegyric* 

The Wardour-street house was now given up, and 
he openly forswore the world and its vanities, with a 

* Prison Thoughts, Week the Fourth,* where he has a note, " See my 
Elegy on the Death of Frederick Prince of Wales. Poems, p. 63." 
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ORDINATION AND MARRIAGE. 13 

Curious to say, there was originally prefixed a sar- 
castic dedication to Lord Chesterfield, which he after- 
wards cancelled. He could not have divined that 
this nobleman would have hereafter selected him for 
his son's tutor. Being now ordained, he forswore 
pleasure and the belles lettres " finally" — that is, for 
nearly a year — and entered on his first ecclesiastical 
service as curate to the Rev. !Mr. Wyatt, at West 
Ham — a clerical pasture, perhaps, dangerously near to 
liondon. 
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diinson," and was even suspected of a leaning to 

Methodism, But he soon cast ofif this weakness, and 

some seven or eight years later put his thoughts into the 

shape of " A Dialogue between a Mystic, a Hutchin- 

sonian, and a Methodist ;" in which he showed off the 

professors of these creeds to considerable disadvantage. 

Notwithstanding this backsliding in the direction of 

Mr. Hutchinson, his parishioners esteemed him highly, 

and chose him as their lecturer on the demise of the 

former occupant of that office. Two years afterwards, 

a lectureship at St. Olave's, Hart-street, became vacant, 

and Mr. Dodd was chosen for this duty also. Then 

he suddenly relapsed into literature, not only forgot 

his vow of abstinence, but burst upon the town With 

a strange novel, which, coming from a working curate, 

seems a singular and unbecoming composition. 

It was entitled " The Sisters ;" which, under the 
specious veil of '' a warning to youth of both sexes," 
contrives to deal with some free pictures of London 
life, the treatment of which suggests the coarse, but 
not the vigorous, handling of Fielding and Smollett, 
How the laborious curate of West Ham could issue 
such a production and not forfeit the favour of his 
faithful parishioners and the patrons of the lecture- 
ship of St. Olave's, is a riddle only to be solved by the 
free temper of the age. The ecclesiastical barometer 
was never registere3 so low. The laity were easy, 
and expected no restraint from th^ priests. There 
were many parsons like Trulliber, and many like the 
ordinary who attended on Mr, Wild, and whose 
pocket was picked of " a bottle screw," The world 
was not to be scandalised by " The Sisters," or a 
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^Walpole later circulated as to Mrs, Dodd's relation to 

-that nobleman. Speaking of one of the ladies of the 

story who was in the habit of taking bank-notes en 

sandwich for breakfast, to show her admirers how 

little. she cared for money, the Reverend Mr. Dodd 

puts a note to the effect that he had known " at least 

four, who have excelled and gloried in the same notable 

feat." There are allusions, too, "to the inimitable 

Gamck" who "thunders through the crowded theatre," 

'which show that he was familiar with dramatic 

effects. Most curious, however, is his treatment of 

his arch villain, Dookalb, or Blackwood, whom he 

eventually led to the gallows and made him suffer " in 

the most abject and pusillanimous manner;" and 

attached to one of his characters was " a large bunch 

of keys, not unlike those which grace the venerable 

turnkey of Newgate." He never dreamt, when he 

gave this flippant description, that he himself was to 

have a dreadful familiarity with the venerable turnkey 

of Newgate. Indeed, it is very strange to think how, 

all through Mr. Dodd's life, little shadows of such an 

awful final end were cast across his path. It will be 

seen how, in many directions, he was led to it by a 

sort of mysterious attraction, and dwelt upon it as 

npon a favourite subject. 

He was about this year — 1752 — appointed to 
preach "Lady Moyer's Lecture" at St. Paul's, for 
which he took up the doctrine of the Trinity as 
his subject. He also plunged" into clas^cal learning, 
issued proposals for a translation of Callimachus, 
and wrote a play on the Greek model, witVv e\voY>\^^'$», 
enfidcrf ^^The Syracnsany' which was acU\a\Vf ^ev\\, 
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over his head, that the chimes of West Ham should 
fleem very sweet indeed. 

The complexion of this " Ham" life seems to have 

been more a dreamy and past(H*al sensuousness than 

the pious seclusion which he fancied it to h^, — ^at least, 

it is hard to shut out some such impression of what 

his real tempa^ was, when in the midst of this happy 

retirement he could strangely break out into a 

town story too warm in tone to be consistent with 

an innocent and wholesome state of mind. Side by 

side with these glowing recollections of " fast " life, 

on which he evidently dwelt with satisfaction, he 

could find room for such Delia Cruscan fancies as the 

following : 

With lov'd MARiA^by his side, 

As happy as a king, 
See ! cheerful William smiling ride 

To taste the balmy spring. 
Beside Earl Tilney's park they rode, 

Earl Tilney's grand and gay ! 

A long flourish follows about " Cheerful Wil- 
liam" helping an old man and an old woman with 
their dog over the palings of " Earl Tilney's" park, 
and in happy rapture with himself, exclaiming, 

How mach one good well natured deed 
Exhilarates the mind. 

The sentimentalism tliat could expand itself in a 
hnudred and fifty lines of such doggerel, gravely exalt 
itself from such an act of charity, and almost in the 
same breath revel in glowing descriptions of London 
bagnios, is of an unhealthy sort. And it will be 
found that this was in some sort the pattern of his 
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CHAPTER THE FIFTH. 

" THE MAGDALEN.** 

About this time a certain charitable Mr. Bingley 
l)egaii to take up seriously the condition of the female 
outcasts of society, and set himself to try whether 
something could not be done for such of this class 
who were inclined to amend and ref orm. It was pro- 
posed to found an asylum on the principle of those 
at Rome, and other foreign cities. The state of Lon- 
don manners at this particular season rendered the 
establishment of such an asylum peculiarly suitable. 

Mr. Bingley and hi& friends got together some 
three thousand pounds for their purpose. The scheme 
was warmly seconded ; and by none so much as by 
the young curate of West Ham. The first build- 
wg was in Prescott-street, Goodman's-fields ; and on 
Thursday, the 10th of August, 1758, it was opened. 
Fifty petitions were presented, but only ten candidates 
could be received, and the Reverend Mr. Dodd, who 
had taken such an interest in the charity all through, 
^as chosen to preach the inaugurative sermon before 
the governors in Charlotte-street Chapel, Blo««\sr 
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he finally accepted as the regular chaplain, at a salary 
of one hundred guineas a year. The sermon which 
Mr. Dodd preached at the opening was printed in the 
following year, and was pronounced by the public 
press to be " a manly, rational, and pathetic address." 
To it was prefixed an account of the charity from 
the same hand, together with various " stirring " epis- 
tles from the reclaimed iaimates to their relations, 
talking rapturously of " this IjJjBssed place," and the 
unspeakable happiness they enjoyed in putting on 
the pecuUar garb of the establishment. And to add 
to the effect, the whole was enriched with an " eliegant 
print of a young girl in her proper dress." 

These fancies, directed, no doubt, by well-meaning 
views, were only appealing to that morbid curiosity 
which is dormant in every pubHc of every age. Each 
Sunday the Magdalen was crowded, and crowded 
with " fashionables " of all degrees. But there was 
one special Sunday very famous in its annals — the 
Sunday when Prince Edward came ; who, as he went 
about to every party in London, eager for excitement, 
^^ likely enough to be anxious to see the new enter- 
tainment in Goodman's-fields. For this occasion there 
Were " great preparations " — ^the registers tell us. 

People of fashion made parties to visit the Mag- 
^en. Lady Northumberland was one of the early 
patrons of this charity; and at her house were 
pleasant and pious parties of pleasure made up of a 
Sunday, to go and hear this dramatic- young clergy- 
^^'^ preach over his Magdalens. On one occasion 
^6 could not attend, and her absence sent Doctor 
*^d to his desk^ to prepare "An OAft oee,mssv>kR^ 
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" This new convent is beyond GoixlmaiiVlields, - 
itnil iVi.iiiM, 1 assui'e yon, foiitent any Catliolic alive. 
W'c ivci-L' ivceive/l Ity — oh ! first a vast mob, for 
princes are not so common at tliat end of the town as 
:it this. Lord Hertford, at the head of the governors, 
with their ivliite staves, met ns at the door, and led 
the priiicf directly into the chapel, where, before the 
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altar, was an arm-chair for him, with a blue damask 
cushion, a prie-dieu, and a footstool of black cloth 
with gold nails. We sat on forms near him. There 
were Lord and Lady Dartmouth, in the odour of 
devotion, and many city ladies. The chapel is small 
and low, but neat; hung with Gothic paper and 
tablets of benefactions ; at the west end were enclosed 
the sisterhood, above one hundred and thirty, all in 
greyish-brown stuffs, broad handkerchiefs, and flat 
straw hats, with a blue ribbon, pulled quite over 
their faces. As soon as we entered the chapel, the 
organ played, and the Magdalens sung a hymn in 

parts; you cannot imagine how well Prayers 

then began, psalms, and a sermon; the latter hy a 
young clergyman^ one Dodd, who contributed to the 
Popish idea one had imbibed, by haranguing entirely 
in the French style, and very eloquently and touch" 
ingty. He apostrophised the lost sheep, who sobbed 
and cried from their souls ; so did my Lady Hert- 
ford and Fanny Pelham, till, I believe, the city dames 

took them . for Jane Shores The confessor 

ihm turned to the audience, and addressed himself to 

iis royal highnoss La short, it was a very 

pleasing performance, and I got the most illustrious 
to desire it might be printed. 

"From thence we went to the refectory, where all 
the nuns without their hats were ranged at the tables 

ready for supper. A few were handsome I 

was struck and pleased with the modesty of two of 
them, who swooned away with the confusion of being 
stated at." 

On the occasion of this remarkable visit, the 
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preacher found opportunity to observ^e that con* 
spicuous sensibility of Lady Hertford, which WalpoU 
himself had noticed, and at once embalmed it in — an 
ode ! — " Verses occasioned by Seeing the Countess of 
Hertford in Tears at the Magdalen House" — ^with t 
note, in which he took care to put on record that 
^^ Prince Edward was in the chapel at the same time^ 
with several other (sic) of the nobility." 

Li these verses " Britain's Genius" saw the 
Comitess at the chapel, and mistook her for Charity. 
There she saw 

The tender tears in plenty flow, 
Tears drawn by pity and by you, 
From her fair eyes. 



I know her well (the Grace rejoin'd), 
My sister, Pity, f orm'd her mind : 
She long has our familiar been : 

— 'Tis H 's countess that you mean. 

I know the place — the time I know, 
— ^Twas at myfavovarite house bdow. 

It seems surprising how such offensive adulati<Hi 
could have been accepted. 

" Pious orgies" — ^the words of Dodd himself— 
would seem to have been about the best descriptiim 
of this singular exhibition. 

Some ten years later, the lively Doctor Carlyle 
came up to London from Edinburgh — one of those 
expeditions in which he used to combine private 
business and pleasure, with some public interest of 
the Scottish clergy. On this occasion, while battling 
against the " Window-tax," which was in some way 
affecting tbeir interests, lie went out mto gay London 
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life, and sedng everything that was in fashion, found 
his way of a Sunday to the Magdalen. The crowd of 
"genteel people" was so great that it was with the 
greatest difficulty that he found a seat. liooking up, 
he saw all the Magdalens exhibited in a gallery be- 
hind a very open lattice ; " so that those," he says, 
"who chose to be seen might easily effect that 
object" The preacher then gave out his text — a 
very unbecoming one for the place and occasion* — 
and proceeded to deliver what Oarlyle calls "a shock- 
ing sermon," treating his subject with a bold inde- 
licacy and detail, as, indeed, seems only too probable. 
For this grossness, veiled under fashionable piety, 
^ould appear to have been one of the sensational 
attractions of the affair. The Scotch clergyman even 
^marked that some of the penitents were quite con- 
fused and agitated by this blunt handling of their 
Condition ; but it is more likely that he mistook these 
cries and sobbings of " the lost sheep" — ^which came 
iti at the proper place during the preacher^s discourse, 
^d which Walpole had noticed — for symptcwns of 
shame and confusion. They had been accustomed to 
lX)ctor Dodd for some ten years, and it does seem 
^probable that persons of their class would be so 
tfected. During the discourse, "miceasing" mur- 
Binrings of applause from the " genteel persons " were 
going on all round him, which the Scotch minister, 
who was not at all straitlaced for one of his cloth, 
and went about merrily to parties and theatres, " con- 
tradicted aloud." With great warmth he condemned 
the whole institution — at least the Sunday exhibition 

* ^' If a man look on a woman," &c. 
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1 command you, that ye love one another.' A most 

elegant, sensible, serious, and pathetic discourse, 

enough to have warmed a heart not callous to the 

impressions of pity. I own my eyes flowed with 

tears of compassion." 

The loyalist was of those who follow what the 

world follows. Only nine months later, the same 

hand made another entry, with an amusing f orgetf ul- 

ness of the " elegant, sensible, and pathetic discourse," 

and of the tears of compassion which he himself had 

shed. "A reverend," says the American, "known 

by the name of the Macaroni Doctor, is in the Poultry 

Compter for forgery. . . . His real name Dodd. 

He figures in the tete-drtStes in the Magazines, and. 

Unless defamed, is a worthless character, though noted 

for some serious publications in the common routine. 

He has two chapels and the Magdalen under his care." 

This forgetfulness is charming, but only truly 

typical of the class of the Doctor's admirers and 

friends. 

When John Taylor went to hear him, he found 
that smother clergyman had been obliged to take his 
place, and had actually commenced the sermon when 
the Doctor arrived. The clergyman at once stopped 
^i. gave way to Dodd. Taylor remarked the energy 
Ml his manner, and the theatrical nature of his ges- 
tures and language. He had often seen him in the 
s^Jeet, stepping along in a stately manner, with his 
head in the air, with no doubt the silk gown rustling 
^4 flapping behind him. 
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DODl) " ON DEATH." 

Still at AVcst ILim, liebea'aii to at 
income 1)\' takinu; a few yoiino; oentlei 
a ])ractirc' lie coiitiiuied all his life. 
|>nl>lislie(l his ^fau^dalcii sermon he 1 
veiviid AVillinm Dodd, M.A. ; and the 
])rescMited the world with tlnve voh 
ilalTs works. A more ina|)))i*o])riate 
a hookj or one less (•a})al)leot' aj)])rehen 
laniriuiire aiid rare '* coiieeits" of this ( 
n.ot he well ('oiK'ei\ed. Stei'ne, on wl 
the town were then restinir, knew an( 
e\en a])j)roj)riated — the old divine fa 
even in this hit of task-work tlie ed 
steer ele;u' of whatwa'^ " un><»und*' an( 

AVIth Seeker, Arehhishop of Cant 
A\'al|)ole has descrihed — wa> livino- a 
Tall)ot, and Dodd had inti'odnced 
an epistle to this lady, fnll of servile i 
.v2'r]d>Isho]). "More cspeeially,*' i"^' 
'.'incssyric. " as \'ou Vive rewvAvkvvXAv N 
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daily before your eyes a lively copy of piety as ex- 
alted, sanctity as unaffected, and labour as unwearied, 
as shone in the life of good Bishop Hall." The arch- 
tishop heard of this intended exaltation in good time, 
and not relishing either the obligation, or, perhaps, 
the ridicule, of such inflated praise (which, if we may 
trust Walpole, he was far from deserving), insisted on 
the sheet being cancelled. After a " warm expostu- 
lation" this had to be done, and Mr. Dodd had the 
Jnortification of having his panegyric rejected, and 
^hat, perhaps, he felt more acutely, a profitable open- 
^ for patronage stopped up. 

At every turn in the life of this " Macaroni Par- 
son" we light on something thus awkward, " nasty," 
Or at least suspicious. 

From this sort of spasmodic range of subject, rush- 
ing from Shakspeare to sermons, and from sermons 
to odes, it seems as though the Reverend William 
IX)dd, M.A., was doing genteel sort of hack-work 
for the booksellers. Still all these little engines 
'^vere bearing a steady profit. His name was getting 
known, and he was attracting notice as one of those 
dramatic clergymen who in every age attract a cer- 
tain amount of attention and admiration. Next year 
lie sent out a book on Milton, and, a year later, the 
'Well-known "Dodd on Death," perhaps the most 
{tmiliar to the public of all his writings. " First re- 
eled," said the Monthly Review^ the " slashmg" journal 
rf the (Jay, " in the Christian Magazine^ and now col- 
lected in a volume to frighten his Majesty's subjects 
with diraoal ideas of death, and horrible ipictvxt^^ oi^ 
. J dinmatacaL'' 
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They were written, he tells us in the preface, with 
the odd " design to be given away by welMispoaedZ 
persons at funerals, or on any other solemn occasion.*^ 
But the editors of a pious magazine induced him tar 
give them the first use of the papers. They are goocL 
practical thoughts ; perhaps a little too theatrical ani 
sensational, but likelv to be useful to minds of st 
certain order. Many of the most effective points 
were, however, taken from Hervey, Yoimg, Watts, 
and others. He also introduced that round of charac- 
ters which the essayists of the day were so fond of 
using to point their moral — a whole crowd of Negotios, . 
Osianders, Misellas, Pulcherias, and others, who were 
the regular corps dramatique of the Ramblers and 
Gvxirdians. In some of his illustrations there is a fami- 
liarity that almost borders on the Burlesque. In Nego- 
tio's instance, when " two more blisters were ordered to 
six he already had upon him," we are not surprised to 
hear that a " drowsy sleepiness, dire prognostic of death,, 
at length terminated in strong convulsions, and the busy, 
active, sprightly Negotio died." In the character of 
"Bubulo," he "improved" some City acquaintance who. 
"had incumbered for threescore and ten years the 
earth with his heavy load, who had devoted hours to 
his nice and enormous appetite. He was in this 
respect a perfect animal."* 

* One of the notes to Bubulo*s history is truly Shandean : 
" N.B. — A friend of the writer is pleased to observe : * The " Reflec- 
tions on Death" please me much. But don't you carry things rather 
too far when you say, " 'tis an indispensable duty to go to our parish 
church ?" Was I to live in London, I should rarely or never go to my 
parish church, if I had a stupidj humdrum minister, I long to live in 
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He also admitted into his collection a remonstrance 
made to poor Richard Nash, the M.C. of Bath, and 
which told that gentleman some very home truths. It 
is much to be suspected that it found admittance to 
the" Reflections" on the ground of their being wiitten 

by Lady N ; of course, the same Lady N to 

whom he wrote the pleasant copy of verses on her 
not coming to the Magdalen. " I take my pen," said 

Lady N to Richard Nash, Esq., " to advise, nay, 

to request of you, to repent while you have an oppor- 
tunity I must tell you, sir, with the 

utmost freedom, that your present behaviour is not 

the way to reconcile yourself with God 

Yonr example and your life is prejudicial — ^I wish I 
could not say fatal — to many. For this there is no 
Amends but an alteration of your conduct as signal 
^fid memorable as your person and name^ 

Doctor Dodd adds a comment on this statement 

"Wliich has a remarkable significance, and which I 

shall remind the reader of when I come to deal with 

tiie unfortunate clergyman's last declaration on the 

Scaffold. "No man living," he says, in a note, "can 

We a higher regard for benevolence and humanity 

than the writer of these lines ; .... as if 

tenderness of heart, and acts of charity, could atone 

for every other deficiency. It is hoped, therefore, 

that the writer of Nash's life will strike out that 

offensive and hurtful passage, wherever he asserts 

'that there was nothing criminal in his (Nash's) con- 

Lcadoa, that I might hear clever men, &c. I disapprove, as much as 
joa do, ranning after Methodist preachers and enthusiasts ; but should 
I not prafiw a Sherlock at the Temple, if I lived in Fleet-street ?'*' 
4c; && 
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4 

ioTtnightly dinners in adyance — ^the recKercM of states- 
Bien, actors, and of all that was witty and fashion- 
able — brought only some four hundred pounds to 
the Foundling Hospital. Never was there such a 
contrast between two men apparently so like. Both 
were extravagant, both were shipwrecked by a craving 
for society and amusement. But there was this dif- 
ference: one was a pure hypocrite, and, what was 
worse, found his profit in his hypocrisy : Sterne would 
We scorned that sanctimonious trade. We know 
no " dirty action" of his ; and though often hard pressed 
for money, he would never have dreamed of so dirty 
an action as a forgery. All through, Mr. Sterne was 
a gentleman. Conceive, then, the town speculator 
m chapels-of-ease passing judgment on Yorick's Ser- 
Dions in such words as these: "We are astonished 
a man can deliver such sentiments, and act such a 
Kfe.*** More surprising still was his remonstrance to 
fte popular author of " Tristram," on the publication 
*^ of his third and fourth volumes :" 

TO THE AUTHOR OF TRISTRAM SHANDY. 

ON THE PUBLICATION OF HIS THIBD AND FOURTH TOLUMES. 

Yes, they will laagh ; — ^but who, S e, inquire ? 

The wretched sons of vice and fotd desire: 
To these your page immoral may be dear, 
But Tirtue o*er it sheds the conscious tear : 
The wise, the modest, view it with concern ; 
Detest the matter, and the master mourn. 
Is it for this you wear the sacred gown, 
To write and live the Shandy of the town ? 
Is it for this the holy hand was laid, 
Thrice awful consecration! — on your head? 

* This was in 1766. 

d2 







V.-L M 1. 


II' Ktict my gratulAtiuil'i pay, ^H 


K,.r il,.it 


yiiiir will exceedtf runr lj»!t essay: ^H 


lj,a (.. 


lirni-e yim for your fmdfsf ^httt, ^H 




-[ Tii'ldiente, and dsarlli of wit. ^1 


Tilt: liiii, 


' t^ 111 fomc. wliaii yuu with me stiall join, ^H 


To bk--^ 


ll.c l.liistint: of each pulrUI line: ^M 


Tur oil tl 


,e liinE «ill come, wheu you fhall feci H 


S(nl« in 


your heart mora sharp than Etaba of steel: ^M 


■\nien CIO 


nscieiice loud «lmll lliundcr in your ear, B 


Ami nil your wWfl-ipraad ill in horrid form appear ! ^ 


rrevei 


,t ths hour, for pity's solit I ask, ■ 


And oh, 


perform yonr own artriEeil tnafc;* H 


Sfarth your oi>Tl lieart, youll find the deht i» large, fl 


And liast 


e, pariorm the duties of your tha^; ^M 


Leave thi 


i vUe town, Dor wish it in your powV, ^M 


To Mnv 


the giddy nietfoi of an !iour. ^M 


Ah! j-ou 


have tnlenta, — do not miiapply, ^H 


Ali! you 


have timc-^elze, seize ll, ere'it fly j ■ 


Sllait aci 


ES ii, fur too short you needs must own ^| 


Whutcn 


of life remainelh to mone ■ 


Tor nil tl 


le filih diffus'd, and evil you have done. 


It scfiiis iilmost incompi-eliCTisibli? how sucli ath-ice 


cmild cimif 


from one who was notoriously immerserl 


ill (ill the seductions of the vile town. But a hahit 


of hj-pocrisv 


■ often iiitlufes a fomplaccnt seif-delu- 


sion: andtii 


(_■ actoi-, like Eiliston phiying in tlie Coro- 


liiitioii, of toll 


tiikes liimself to be what he is playing. 


* S. 


■e Sterne's Sermons, vol, i. Sermon fourth. 


^v 





MARGATE. 37 



CHAPTER THE SEVENTH. 

MARGATE. 

In his summer junketings about this time, he 
seems to have had a liking for Margate. This par- 
tiality he ventilated with the same offensive ostenta- 
tion that he did his other private tastes — ^his filial 
Section, and his conjugal regard for his wife. 
Society and parties at " The Eooms/' and abundance 
of ladies to write verses to, were, with him, almost 
necessaries of life; and perhaps at Margate, whose 
sea-breezes were necessary after booksellers' task- 
work, he found these advantages most readily. A 
My in London was naturally surprised at his choice 
of such a place, since it was believed in town that 
tie lodgings were " mean, small, and base," and that 
4e company who came down by the "hoy," — perhaps 
of the same quality as Charles Lamb's fellow-pas- 
sengers forty or fifty years later — ^was but of a sorry 
sort, and the whole not much above the level of a 
fishing village. But Mr. Dodd showed her presently 
in verses "Occasioned by a Lady's condemning," &c., 
that it was a most agreeable place, fuW oi ^<^2kSi^T\\> 
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company, and of carriages and horses.* To such at- 
tractions, however, he protests his indiiBFerence : 

Yet, Maria, yet, my fair, 
Happiness shall find us here, 
Happiness our friend shall be, 
Ubiquarian Deity. 



Ha — ^Maria— then Fve found 
Whence it comes that I am crowned 
With such sweet serenity 
When accompanied by thee. 

He then gives a picture of their walking together 
" arm in arm upon the strand," talking of Clementina's* 
love, and of dropping a " tender tear^' for that " piou^ 
f air^' who had just appeared in Sir Charles Grandi— 
son — ^then riding over the " fertile isle," and winding" 
up in the evening with a visit to " The Rooms." 

It is hard to find a reason for this constant thrusfc- 
ing of his conjugal affection on the public. His en^ 
mies would have accounted for it by an eagerness to 
refute the popular rumours as to his morals and loose 
habits. Something must be allowed for that phari- 
saical affectation of pious domesticity and theatrical 
virtue which is so plain in other parts of his life; 
but still he may be fairly credited with a certain 
real affection for the verger's daughter, who was a 
true wife, gently tolerant of his follies, and womanly 
constant at the end. 

He was deeply mixed up with all the pleasant and 

* In a prose note, in defence of his waturing-place, Dodd falls into 
something like "a Bull." For he says: "The carriages and horses 
are so Dumeroua here, that there is not room enough for either : many 
being obliged to send them to Eamsgale and daevfViet^.^"' 
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iportant trifling of the place. We almost see him 

acting as the adviser of the lively ladies in a little 

tall-room scene. One who greatly contributed to their 

'^ fun" and gaiety was " a gentleman whose beauty 

and address procured him the appellation of Cupid 

from the ladies two years ago," and who had acted 

as an amateur master of the ceremonies. Doctor 

Dodd knew his merits. He had seen him 

Thro' the rooms advance, 
Guide the gay band, and lead the sprightly dance. 

This gentleman had directed the graceful minuet, 
chosen partners for the ladies, and 

To the tuneful band with glove so white, 
Could wave and bid them play each maid's delight. 

He got partners and players in the card-rooms for 
"sober whist, brisk loo, or blithe quadrille." During 
the next visit of the Doctor, the loss of this useful 
person was sensibly felt : 

Silent we sit, expecting who shaU lead; 

The music's silent — and the beaux seem dead ; 

Perchance a lonely minuet's begun. 

But who shaU dance the next when this is done ? 

The Doctor put this into his usual rhyming. He, 

too, appreciated the loss of this "Cupid" at "The 

Booms," and, after his lively manner, slyly picked out 

a pretty lady, and put his poetical remonstrance into 

ier mouth, as " Clorinde :" 

Intrepid to the bath I once could hie. 

For Love was there 

Now to that bath with timid step I go, 
And plunge afPrighted to the gulph below. 

The Doctor knew well "Draper^s," or "Nash- 
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Ports, who held the queen's canopy at the recent 
coronation, and who was now "so obliging" as to ' 
clothe himself in his coronation robes to entertain 

them. 

Mrs. , full of wonder sits, 

Admires the baron and his robes by fits. 

The second day they came by moonlight 

Into dirty Deal, 
Where wretchedly we sup on fried-stewed veal. 

A jocular note explains how this dish ^^ was intended 
for cutlets, and then, it seemed, fried ; but it swam in 
so much sauce that we could conclude no less than 
that it was stewed." Then came Dover, and " smug- 
gling, ill-built Folkstone," where they had excellent 
claret, of which 

We drank delighted, tho* we*d cause to fear 
That even claret pays no duty here* 

Then they crossed the Eomsey marshes, which, as 
the sands grow heavy, the horse of one of " our dear 
ladies" tripped and " fell ;" " fatal propensity in the 
female kind," adds the gallant clergyman. 

On the third day they were at Rye, with which 
they were greatly pleased. " One of the party, a 
Wkman, found out a bookseller," which would seem 
to point to the chronicler. Then came Winchelsea, 
where Mr. Norton treated them handsomely : 

Than Norton never man was more polite. 

At Hastings they found bad entertainment, a 
drunken landlady, and " stinking beds." 
A little farther, they passed the liouse oi oxva oi\^a 
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CHAPTEE THE EIGHTH. 

STRUGGLES FOR PROMOTION. 

Hii! was now well established as one of the " clever 
men,** for whom the country friend, yearning after 
good preachers, would have quitted the parochial 
Fleet-street to listen to. The king, or more pro- 
bably the Duke of Newcastle, put him in the list of 
Hoyal Chaplains; and about the same time he be- 
came acquainted with the Bishop of St. David's, Dr. 
Squire — a name that figures very frequently in the 
dedications of the period — a name, too, which wicked 
college undergraduates twisted into the more gro- 
tesque " Doctor Squirt." He was quite unknown to 
the bishop, but characteristically introduced himself 
by an admiring sonnet — a happy example of earnest 
heroics descending suddenly into burlesque. He sings 
him as addressing Religion and Reason : 

Attendant thereon, heavenly Reason came, 
And on Religion^s shrine an offering laid ; 
I saw it straight her whole attention claim; 
Then what it was I could not but inquire. 



And lle^'il by thee, St. Daviil'^ ! honouied frieDil, 
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of " Gratitude and Merit," and allowed his poetic 
fancy to take the form of " An Ode, written in the 
Walks of Brecknock." All these /od^ shapes of com- 
pliment have, happily, had their day, and persons of 
influence do not now care to have the sickly censers 
of dedications and sonnets swung before them as they 
walk. More genuine was his address to Mrs. Squire, 
Ms widow, in his preface to a sermon, when he says 
"-"Alas, madam! we think with anxious concern of 
the exquisite sensibility of his affectionate heart." 
The wags of the day were pleasant on this subject, 
and seemed to enjoy the Doctor^s loss of his patron : 

Dodd bit his sacred lip that day, 

And furled his holy brow ; 
An arch-priest then was heard to say — 

" 8oho ! who'll Squire you now ?'* 

It has been said that it was through this influence 
tliat the smooth Chesterfield, casting about for a suit- 
^le director of his nephew's education, was induced 
to seleict the young Eoyal Chaplain. But Doctor 
l^odd himself tells us that it was only " by the advice 
of my dear friend, now in heaven, Doctor Squire," 
4at he agreed to accept this office. It was, indeed, 
^ interruption to his preferment ; and we have only 
to look into Sterne's sermons, and Goldsmith's essays, 
to see into what disrepute the function had fallen. 
It was only by " promises," no doubt, of suitable pre- 
ferment that he was induced to "engage" for this 
troy's education ; and it is quite characteristic of the 
noble contractor that these promises remained " un- 
fulfilled." The convict clergyman, looking back to 
this stage of bis life^ bitterly complams oi \\\\?> Xx^^V- 
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there was pastoral, and full of pleasant country labour, 
now to be exchanged for London seductions. After 
liis long service at West Ham, he was beginning to 
reckon on the reversion of the rectory as almost a cer- 
tainty. Lord Hertford was the patron, and moreover 
a governor of the Magdalen, and Lady Hertford was 
among the listeners on the great " sensation" occasion 
described by Walpole. It came, therefore, with a 
shock on him, when Lord Hertford appointed his 
own chaplain — a dull Scotch clergyman, who once 
preached in the Ambassador's Chapel at Paris, and 
made Wilkes yawn, a few Sundays before Sterne 
preached from the same pulpit to all the wits and 
unbelievers in Paris. Later, this Scotch chaplain be- 
came, through the same interest, an tish bishop, and 
once more the living was left vacant ; but again the un- 
lucky Dodd was disappointed. Soon, too, St. Olave's 
also became vacant, and the lecturer, who had been 
looking eagerly for the post, experienced another cruel 
reverse. He had dedicated to the Duke of Newcastle, 
«id it was given to Dr. Owen, actually, " on the recom- 
mendation of the Duke of Newcastle." He was indeed 
indefatigable in hunting out openings for promotion. 
He tried a hundred different channels, and like most 
"Teople who try a hundred different channels, he failed 
Iwpelessly. His wife's brother, Perkins, was well 
known to Sir John Hawkins, and was also his tenant, 
*nd from him the knight obtained some odd details 
about the Doctor's habits and manners. Perkins was 
always employed to carry notes, messages — in every 
shape of importunity, to all sorts of great and influ- 
^^^^ persons — soliciting promotion to aSl \xvaxvTsax ^1 
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CHAPTER THE NINTH. 

" THE ROYAL CHAPLAIN." 

As chaplain, he now had chambers in the palace ; 
and, almost at the outset, the indiscreet chaplain's 
head gave way. Tea-parties were given under the 

royal roof, and a little scandal went round, that the 
divine received lady friends at these entertainments. 
This was no very heinous dereliction ; but it showed 
that, in a worldly sense, young Mr. Dodd, like poor 
Yorick, " carried not one ounce of ballast." By-and- 
by, when it came to be his turn to perform the service, 
his approach was heralded by the " rustling of silk," 
and a general atmosphere of clergymanical dandyism, 
to the grievous confusion of " old Groves," the royal 
" Table-decker." These were straws ; but they were 
significant straws. 

The degree of M.A. was scarcely of suflBcient glory 
for the Chaplain to his Majesty; so, in 1766, he 
went down to Cambridge, and came up the Reverend 
William Dodd, LL.D., and then he launched himself 
fairly upon town. He first stopped in Pali-Mall, the 
street where Mr. Sterne first stayed when he came 
np. He had, besides^ a country house at^a^^\ ^sA^ 
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weel^" and who was so dutiful in the little household, 
was later to stand up in a crowded court, and convict 
lis tutor of an offence for which the penalty was 



When the Magdalen Society was getting its rules 
into shape, it was thought advisable to have royal 
patronage, and accordingly the secretary and trea- 
surer, with the Reverend Dpctor Dodd, waited on 
W Majesty with the rules; on which she allowed 
herself to be named " Patroness" of the Institution.* 
Later on he edited the hymns and prayers for the use 
of the society, and this production was " submitted" 
to Bishop Porteous for approbation.f 

He had now moved to Southampton-row, Blooms- 
tuiy; was writing in the Public Ledger^ where 
te was allowed to spread his adulation of his patron, 
Doctor Squire, with a broad trowel. In that jour- 
nal he published the "Visitor," a sort of weekly 
essay, ^terwards gathered up into a two-volume 
Aeaf; and was receiving a hundred a year for 
what he contributed to the pious Christian Magazine. 
Of that journal he was now, or a little later, sole editor. 
He was getting ready a new edition of " Locke's 
Common-Place Book" — ^for his name brought money 
to the booksellers. But so dramatic a preacher should 
surely have a house of his own; and the young 
Doctor, without a living, and who appealed at spas- 
Bttodic intervals for a charity, ought to have had a 
pnvate stage for himself. A curious circumstance, 
which occurred about this time, might be said to have 
8«gge8ted the idea. 

♦ MS, BegiBters, \ Wsvi, 

E 2 



lifi' i.|.|(iiiiciit. ~Ir* iii;iik' II !l)W^■^)ll^tL■^^■, :m(l M-Ltll<ll-ew. 
Tlii.' hi,ly ..f ^|U;iiitv— i^ussil.ly ;is ir.mWc as GM- 
siiiith"- "nld leaf ilwViigtT," at. the ;iuctioTi ii-]iich 
ilrs. Cmkor had hteii atttmliii^— was so pleased with 
this fi,rlH'iii';itii'e, tliiit she cauii.' up to her, and begged 
t\n.- iilca-'-iiiv of 11 hi'tU'i' a«iiiaintimce. The Letter 
aci|iTaiiitaiicL> [iriKlufed this fruit — thiit shortly after 
the j.n'alefid lady ]n-eseiitud lier M'ith ii lotter)- ticket, 
iiliiHi, nil heiilg drawn, caiiiL' out ;t ]>i-ize of one thou- 

Tlii. «iinlfall our Do.'tur ^^U^■^y dotmuined to lay 
out in L-1'ei.tinL; a little jinvate tempJc for his own por- 
t'oniiaHi.-i'-. 1 Iq entered into a sort of partnership witli 
a huildfi-; a plot of p'ouiid was secured in riralico, 
jn'otitahly ( lo-e to tlie ro\-;d palaeo ; and very slioi-tly 
a eha[iL']-(>f-L'a'-e rose, to whieli wus given the name of 
Charlotte Chapel, in compliment to the rciguiiig 
qneen. He had great expectations from this pious 
spoL-nlation — for speculation it was; and It became, 
as mij^'ht he imagliied, a fashionahle Snnday place of 
prayer, f'oni' pews ivere set apai-t for the queen and 
her household. He had a. higiily fashionable congrer 
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Pleasing, persuasive Patterns — Athoh^s Duke, 
The polished ffervey, Kingston the hamane, 
AyU^mry and Mar(^.monty Romrey all revered, 

as he could pompously enumerate them, thinking over 
tis Court Calendar when he lay under sentence of death 
in Newgate. The sermons of the Reverend Doctor 
\)ecame very popular, and Nichols, the indefatigable 
gleaner of anecdotes, who often went to hear him 
preach, says he listened to him with delight. 

By a sort of hereditary infamy, this chapel passed, 
within the memory of the present generation, to 
another occupant of the same tone and manners as 
the unlucky founder, and whose career, though end- 
ing not so fatally, was to the full as discreditable. 

Here he was f ortimate enough to light on a useful 
clerical assistant, the Reverend Weedon Butler, who, 
from this time until the death of the luckless proprie- 
tor of the Pimlico chapel, clung to him through all 
his fortunes ; and it is one of the redeeming circum- 
stances in this strange character that he was able to 
attach, at least, this one faithful heart. This was a 
young man whom he " took up" to be his amanuensis 
and general assistant in his literary work. He was 
originally intended for the law, but was induced by 
his patron to go into the church ; and when the new 
chapel was opened, he became the reader, and alter- 
nate celebrant with Doctor Dodd. He had a brother, 
who was captain of the William Pitt^ "extra" East 
Indiaman, which ship " foundered with all her crew, 
during a tremendous gale at midnight, off Algoa-Bay, 
after firing several half-minute signal-guns." He 
"reached the goal of immortality before his elder 
brother," said an obituary notice of the day. 
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illi;<)lllL-l> l..(nl,lr. 

Tiidv w;i-^ ;i rli;ij,,.!;i]sniM (_"]iiir]irttc-,itreet, Blooins- 
liiiiT, ami Imjv tiid III.' Joiiii"! in a sort of clerical ' 
li!trtiMT.slii|i v.lili :. Uurtnr Tihi-s^'Ut. AVitli tliesefields' 
of liilioiir Mprii tn liiiii. lio M.'L'iiis tD liiire been really 
iii([i'f;itiii'!ililr. III' iiri'MC'lii'il vwvy Siuulav morning | 
at till- M:i-.lil,ii. wliil.. Iiis lir.itliLT snid Mr. Butler ^ 
took liif I'MiiIii'T iliit;\- itt rinilk'o, ultLTiiiitcly. Nor j 
WtTc In'pi liti'iMry Inlionrs aliatini;, Hg wiis busy ^vith I 
all miLinuT oi sflicmos; liiid foreiiiost among these ■ 
were ills jihiiis t'ui' a liuj:e roinmentai'v on the Bible: 
It tii.'k wiiiik I'liiboilic'il tiic vcvv ideal of |inre drudgery 
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and hodman's labour — ^the weariest fetching and 
carrying of the bricks and stones of erudition — ^not 
even of the character, half light, half flashy, which, 
with men of the world, counterbalance the labour they 
bring to such a duty. 

In fact, his was a most curious shape of character 
— ^ahnost a puzzle for its hostile elements. Never 
'was the truth, that mere piety — ^that is, a taste for 
praying — standing by itself, may be, after all, but 
one of the many fancies of the human soul. All the 
time that the Reverend Doctor Dodd was jjreaching 
at St. James's, at the two Charlotte Chapels, and at the 
Magdalen, and also busily working up his commen- 
tary on the Bible, and edifying friends by his delight- 
fid conversation on divine things, we may be curious 
to know how this holy man was, as it were, filling in 
his inner life. There is no need of any micharitable 
speculation, for he himself tells us : 

" Thus brought to town and introduced to gay life, 
I fdl into snares. Besides this, the habit of imif orm 
Mgular piety and devotion wearing off, I was not, as 
at West Ham, the innocent man I lived there. I com- 
nutted offences against my God, which I bless Him 
were always in reflection detestable to me. . . . In- 
deed, before I never dissipated at all — for many, many 
years never seeing the playhouse, nor any public 
place." 

Allowing all charitable sincerity to this declaration, 
there is still a disagreeable unctuousness about it, a 
sort of indistinct complacency, which suggests the 
"terrible example." He was indeed all the while a 
whitened sepulchre. 



UUAWINO-ROOM VETiSES. I 

The k,.'o].iiifr of tho coacli, tliu biiiiciuetjng with Chy 1 
frk'inls, ami tlif coiiiitiy-liouse at Eating, iDvolvctl 
liiiii ill si'i-iniTs L'speiiscs, Mrmcy liad to be found, 
and Ilc tells n-^ lliat lie "fell into the niliious mode of 
raising mimry- Ijy annuities. Tlie annuities devoured 
vte," it ifi aildi.'d, in a forcible esjiression whicJi came 
not from liuii, but from the manly hand of Johnson. 
And yet, it was said that Ins Pimlico chajiel brought I 
him in some six hundred pounds a year. | 

Presently L'amo forth a neat, pleasant collection of | 
the agreeable clergyman's poians — hvcly, fashionable i 
trifles, ^^'hiL■h were bought hy the " City ladies," and I 
foinid on tlu.' ili-awing-room tables on tho other side of ' 
Temple B;u-. 

From itiis little Book of Poems — first collected in 
17G7 — ■i\e can put together a picture of the drawing- 
room piu'suii, dangling after ladies, eager to adom I 
evei'}' huuduir adventure with some trifling vers d'oeca- 
sion. We can almost see him at " The Rooms," iu bis i 
"full-bottomed wig" and "rustling silks," stooping 
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aver some of his " favourite fair," " rallying*' them 

agreeably, quarrelling delightfully, and comforting 

them with compliments to their beauty and sweet 

religious thoughts alternately; and, finally, sending 

them home in the expectance of a poetical billet-doua; 

next morning from the charming Doctor. 

These effusions would have suited the professional 
bean, or a French gallant, more than an English 
clergjnnan. Thus was written " An Ode occasioned 
by a young Lady's laughing at me for staying from 
an Assembly," which winds up in this fashion : 

Soon the scene my soul alarming, 

Came that Cupid"* and his train, 
And a Venus, Delia, believe me, 

Fair and formed in stamp like thine. 
Cupid's whispers can't deceive me. 

Both are sisters, both divine. 

The gallant clergyman thus paints his feelings at 
this ^< staying from an assembly :" 

Cytherea fond attending, 

Wou'd young Paris not have gone ? 
Ton, with beauty hers transcending, 

Sighing, view'd I, forc'd to shun. 

Ijines scarcely smooth enough for the drawing-room ; 
and hardly so airy as the lines " Occasioned by the 
same young Lady's refusing to play at Quadrille 
Trhen asked by a Gentleman," who, of course, stands 
for the agreeable Doctor Dodd : 

The queen was fainting, " Hartshorn, pray." 

All the choice spirits in a hurry, 

The ladies too in such a flurry : 

O shocking ! what can all this bring ? 

" Haste — salts, drops*, spirits — ^anything !" 

♦ " Miss P.'s brother, a little boy about three years old." 
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And he bids her 

Remember, fair daughter of softest delight, 

The chat which ve held in the Rooms t'other night. 

And in this he mixed up some piety with his compli- 
m«its, according to the old and approved receipt, 
for this jumble of gallantry and spirituality has long 
heea the conventional equipment of clergymen of 

diat pattern. ^* Miss F ^r," a friend of his wife, 

received an address, beginning ; 

When I think, my dear F , how rarely we find 

For friendship all proper endowments of mind. 

So with the ode " To Two agreeable Sisters," one of 
whom was named Eliza ; and with an effusion called 
"Suspense; written while waiting for the coming of 
a Lady," in which he thus chides the lingering mo- 
ments : 

Since I held her hand — ^vexation, 

Thrice ten hondred minates pass'd ! 
Come,' my love, my charmer, bless me ! 



Little rebel, 111 subdue thee. 



In which occurs a wonderful apostrophe to a watch, 
the unconscious burlesque of which is exquisite : 

Watch ! thou dotard time, more faster — 

But one hour — I thought it four ! 
Dull machine — unlike thy master^ 

Clickir^ even ever more! 

Allowing some mar^ for the elaborate gallantries 
of the day, it is impossible not to feel contempt for 



;ittr;iftiuiis in sfveraT nf liis ' eff iisuiiis. ~Stle jnt^^ented 
liiiii \virli ii rosebud, ivliic-li, almost of coiirst', tiitailed 
till- Tiiifiiillti^r return of " Vwses occasioned by a Pre- 
SL-iit lit" iL Muss-Ilnat-liud, &'.:." in which, according to 
]li^ nlil iiiittwii, were mixed a\i a little gallantr\' anda 
little jii'ftiy piety. After telling her that the rose's 
liluriin " U liiit dull to liM" cIk'oVs blushing tint," and 
thiit, niTii]iiuv<i with her touch, "hartl and rnugh is 
the cviriii-'tV most dolicate down," he iiiti-oduces the 
nidi-id':' 

111 fnnjrance tenisina when ils brautiei are loft. 

Tilt' i^uini- hidy's name occm-s incidentally in others of 



In slioj-t, this cnllcctinii l.ictnivs the Doctor In a 
hinidrt'ii little nttitndiia of dniwing-room gallantry: 
whollicr :is '■ Listening to .1 young Lndy singing 

S|icnsci''s Amorctti;" or as consoling "Mr. J 

on till' ]ic]>ort of Mias 's Mamage ;" or as whis- 

]ii'ring tn "A Friend in the Army" about "Kitty 
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C^arr;" or as sympathising with the gentleman who 
^%?ras distracted by the charms of "Patsy," one of 
-fche " two agreeable sisters ;" or as taking " lovely 

"W ^^s hand" in his; or as singing "BeUnda," 

^' Clorinda," " Eliza," and many more at whose feet 
t:he agreeable clergyman sat. 

If we consider the little adventures these rhymes 
stand for — the playful quarrels at " The Rooms" with 
cruel and pretty ladies, the reconciliation, as playful, 
and the DoctQr sitting down the next day to turn his 
verses, which were to be followed up by other " Apolo- 
gies," it will be found that the whole represents an 
amount of trifling and philandering which no clergy^ 
man who had a sense of the decencies owing to his 
profession could have indulged in, or found time for. 
In the tone of these gallantries there is something 
ahnost offensive, and they unhappily help to fill in that 
popular portrait of the " Macaroni Parson" by which 
he is best known. 

Even in his advertisement, written from South- 
ampton-row, February 14, 1767, there is an osten- 
tatious blazoning of filial virtue almost suspicious. In 
tlis he ajBfects a sort of reluctance to bring his pieces 
before the public, and would not have done so, but 
rather that "he is thus enabled to pay a debt of 
filial affection," which was thus discharged in the 
dedication : 



WOItTHY PARENTS, 

L ruNDKEss Esc-ouaAGES, 

ISn EVER- VALUED CiEB 
ENABLED TIlEm SOtf TO iAB. BETTEH PURSUITS, 

TJUS "Tins IDLE trade;" 

THIT SON, 

irau THE HIGKESI FILIAL VESmiTIOS, 

JSSCBIBES Tni'i UTTm VOLUME OF P0EM3, 

i AX IIUMBLK, BCT UTlifXluSATE ^ONUMEST OF 



TliL' j^em iif tlie wlinle, iinuiiitcliL-Ll, it woul<[ almost 
sceni, for its cool effronteiy and defiance of public 
rqiort, is tlie mottu chosen from Cicero's Archias: 

"Merely tlie time that others find for uusiiitable 
fciistw, i'l)!' pliiy, and for amusements, / have set aside 
for the eulti\'iition of these tastes," 
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This proclamation^ it must be borne in mind, being 
made at a season when it was notorious that far more 
time than others would have found for verses, he was 
wasting in convivial dinners and suppers, in play, 
and in amusement. As compositions, too, they were 
of the poorest quality, even in days when feeble and 
meaningless verses of society of poorest quality were 
in vogue; and even from the specimens^ given it will 
be seen with what a comic clumsiness they were 
turned, and with what vapid nonsense they were filled. 
No wonder that the monthly reviewers should dismiss 
it contemptuously in three lines : saying that the 
worst thing they would say in favour of these poems 
is their author^s youth, and the best, that they were 
beautifully printed by Leach. 
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CHAPTER THE ELEVENTH. 

THE " CITY DINNERS." 

The commentaiy, too, was getting forward; but 
Weedon Butler, the faithful secretary, amanuensis, 
and man of all work, was behind the scenes, doing a 
good deal of the mere navvy's work. And even in 
this task broke out some of the false copper metal 
through the outside plating ; and much of that flash 
and trickery, which, either in true shape or by sus- 
picion, hung about all his life and labour. For he 
announced with a flourish that he was to have the 
use of papers and notes left by John Locke, and also 
some notes of Cudworth, which were in Lord Masham's 
hands.* And yet it was insinuated at the time that 
he knew well that these documents were either spu- 
rious, or not forthcoming. As the king's chaplain 
passed by in his ^^ rustling silk," men looked after 

* These papers be announced as including interleaved Bibles of 
Locke and Waterland, "with a curious MSS. of Lord Clarendon, 
written in bis own band.*' For more about tbis matter, see the article 
on ChjUingworthf in Chalmers. 
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JiiTTTij and admired (though it was said that he had 
turned vain and "pompous," and was puffed up); 
\yvLt still there was an impression as of something im- 
soTind, which would be discovered later. 

There were many who believed in him. The 
faithful Weedon Butler held to him through all. 
While the Doctor was being eaten up with the dread- 
ful annuities, and plunging deeper into the town de- 
lights, which the annuities went to purchase, the 
trusty henchman did what he could to aid him. 
Weedon Butler kept a diary, and we look over his 
shoulder on the 23rd of March, 1787, as he writes : 
** Engaged all the evening with Doctor Dodd, in trans- 
lating Bishop Lowth's Lectures." And in the fol- 
lowing month we see a more significant entry : " Did 
^ot go out all day ; the Doctor abroad ; when he 
^J^^etumed in the evening, sat down with him to Bishop 
Xjowth's Lectures." Later, the too partial clerk wrote 
^ a friend : " I think I see every day more and more 
"^e benefits derived to myself from Doctor Dodd." 
Even a young American clergyman wrote over, in a 
temsport of pious desire, that he longed for nothing 
80 much in this world as to see the Doctor bishop of 
**that quarter of the globe" — a pastoral charge too ex- 
tensive^ certainly, for one man, and as a sphere of 
missionary action wholly unsuited to the Magdalen 
preacher^s tastes. We have a little after-dinner pic- 
ture, when Doctor Dodd had Mr. Hoole to meet 
£awksworth, the translator of Telemachus ; and the 
subject of the divine government of events being 
started, the Doctor turned his chair towards the fire- 
place, and " looking down to the fender j spoke slowly 




"inis<iiiot[nj; t";i<'ts all," is (l;iil\ 
tLtl)li.sln;il by i]nlei>L'nileiit eviik'ti 
muiv. Jdiuison iuiil nnjt Wilke: 
oiiL' lit' tlie most fk'lifflitfiil in 1 
ImiisL- IV t'ow nimiths previously, 
vory well. Tin-- |.art>- was "'fri- 
vivial," .s(. much ho, that I>(K.t 
wholo jiartv to (line with liim ir 
early .Uiy. ' To Wi-axall ha was j 
and on jjoiuff honn; svt him (low 
Cofftv-h.HLSL-. The haroiiet, ivl- 
worlil, and a ^mimI jmlsjo of a mai 
founil him "|»lausiihle ami sign 
taininfr, im<l well iiiforme<l." 

Tiiu dinner he yave to Moss 
an elegant i-epast, and Wraxail r< 
wines of various sorts." JIi-s. L 
in the evening receii^ed a large 
This is all cliaracteristic — the i 
en niasse from the house where 
the evening entcrtainnient got i 
aU this time the " lively, eiiterta 
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voured by annuities ;" the carriage that set the baronet 
down, the elegant repast, and the French wines not 
paid for, and actually a bill of sale on the seat where 
Mrs. Dodd ^ presided 1" This is the last glimpse we 
have of the Doctor in society. 

With this little vista of pastoral innocence, the 
decent, respectable portion of the Doctor^s life fades 
out; and it makes a very curious study to see how 
gradually the furies of extravagance, pleasure, and 
the other familiars of gay life, preying on his weak, 
unfortified nature, gradually dragged him down to 
destraction» 



r2 
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BOOK THE SECOND. 



THE "MACARONI PARSON." 



CHAPTER THE FIRST. 

« CITY FEASTING." 

Still, though so pleasant an after-dinner impres- 
sion was left on Mr. Hoole, there was a growing 
belief abroad that something was wrong. The ex- 
travagance, the entertaining of the "noble pupils," 
and the City feasting, were spoken of openly ; but in 
that day public opinion in reference to the cloth was 
in a state of utter unsoundness, and so far from at- 
tempting to check, seemed rather to encourage a de- 
graded tone among the men who wore the gown. A 
coarse jest, or a broad scoff, was, at most, the only 
reproof uttered by the lax society of " fine" ladies and 
gentlemen of the time. A popular print of him about 
this time is in itself significant — for it exhibits him 
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a smooth, smirking, full-length — ^in a studied attitude, , 
dressed, not in gown and bands, but in a richly 
flowered dressing-gown and elegant smalls, while one 
ruflBed hand rests ostentatiously on a tremendous 
volume, which may be assumed to represent his Bible 
Commentary. 

One of Dodd's most faithful friends, who did not 
desert him in his extremity. Governor Thicknesse, 
speaking of him with good-humoured, but disrespectful 
familiarity, owns he "was as good and pleasant a 
tempered rascal as ever Uved, or ever was hanged ;" 
and gives him such commendation as one would give 
to a free, jovial, easy-mannered friend, who was 
amusing, but not very strict in principle. " An ex- 
cellent companion," says Governor Thicknesse, " when 
he fell into such company he could tt'uatj as he called 
It. I have heard him often making all the old women 
cry at church in the morning, and make his trusty 
friends laugh as much in the evening, with his song 
of Adam and Eve on 

Stopping in the Land of Nod 
To have their horses shod." 

It was known, too, that the gay divine was in the 
kabit of frequenting a tavern with his wife, and 
dining there " Ute-b^-Ute in the most voluptuous 
DUttmerf' and afterwards, on the very same day, 
^ould sup at a second tavern in the same style. 
These were not heinous transgressions in themselves : 
but they are sure marks and tokens, which the skilful 
ni reading character and moral descent can readily 
interpret^ as signiScant of more fatal de^^vxetLC^* 
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pole's bit of scandaL Yet, true or untnie, the town 

were in possession of these stories. 

Whether he feasted at taverns or not, he was still 

busy, at what might be called his religious hack-wcwk, 
for the booksellers. Presently came out the huge three 
Tolmnes of sermons to the young men, which were de- 
dicated to his pupils, young Stanhc^e and Ernst. On 
idiich followed his translation of sermons from Mas- 
sillon, and other " job-work" of the same order. It 
was, indeed, no other than job-work, and he and his 
faitbful Weedon Butler laboured at this duty with 
great industry. His name was in. good esteem with 
the bocd^ellers. 

The youths whom he was educating became useful 
in one sense, for they were young men of fortune 
and quality, and were to see London life, and yet could 
not do so without the care of their " governor." Chan- 
cellor Hoadly, another free clergyman, was at a great 
masquerade given in September, 1771 — a crowded 
affair, though the supper was of poor quaUty. He 
saw " the great Doctor Dodd" there with his pupils, 
flaunting by decorated with jewels of silver. " The 
great Doctor Dodd" was Hoadl/s ironical estimate 
of the public ideal. But he also represented the freer 
sceptics, who did not accept the pious character of the 
Doctor. " He was there," he says, " merely, / sup- 
posBj to look after his two youths. I wish somebody 
had placed two or three of his Magdalens upon him. 
It would have been a good and new character." 
Hoadly himself made no affectation of purism, and 
was free of the Stage and the Actors' Corporation. 
All the stories about him, however we tcvscj ^\\s^^^\. 



tliL- -luijpu (if tills "iTefamation" was, Horace TValpolet 
liail lii'aril, ii> woll as tiie yoiidf; laily of fortune. 

Tin- tniiisliitioii of some of Massilton's Sermons 
liaii |iiissiljly rwoin mended itself to liiiii as likely to be 
ginu\ TiiattLT for "Court Siinnons." But Scott, th« 
weU-kiiuwii '■ Anti-Sfjiimis," was watching him. Aiiti- 
Sejaims was in tlie pay of tht.' abandoned Lord Sajid- 
wicb, and perhaps i-ecollccted how his patron had 
beeii introduced into tlie Doctor's novel. He flung 
himself on Idm, antl publicly gibbeted 1dm in thesis 
bitter lines : 

▼ ■ 

Meek, humble, modest parson Dodd, ^^^J 

Believe me, it a mighty odd, ^^^H 

That yon snch hopes should dish ap ; ^^^H 

For Hfter all, my good friend Wfll, ^^H 

Whute'er you think, yun will be still ^^H 

A iirleit, but not a. bbhop, ^^^H 

The parties whlcb you tiled to Ss ^^^^M 

Of ladies (monstrous thus lo miic !), ^^^^| 

To grace the chaplain's table ; ^^^^| 

Curna) with spiiitunl thus to join ^^^^| 

Flounced petticoata with govrus divine, ^^^H 

O fie ! ev'n t!iat'i not nble. ^^H 
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Thus whQe you "wam a prince's ear 
Of specious flattery to beware, 

You gild the gallic pill 
In such a manner as to suit 
Your honest views with George or Bute, 

And so farewell, dear WilL 

His name, indeed, was public property. When 
offensive alltisions were to be made to Yorick it was 
airways masked under such shape as the " Reverend 
Mi*. S— — e ;*' but the Magdalen divine was named 
openly and coarsely. A fiercer and more dangerous 
pen than Scotfs spoke of him boldly as 

that mild man of God, 

The Reverend Doodle, Doctor Dodd. 

And even in Goldsmith's last verses, in a comer of 

that pleasant " Retaliation," full of delightful strokes, 

comes an incidental hit, in which the Doctor^s ill-re- 

ptitation is assumed as a thing of course. Speaking 

of Douglas, who had been "the scourge of impostors 

*nd the terror of quacks," he bids all the " quacks, 

l>^rds, and quacking divines" dance with delight, for 

they have nothing to fear now. And he goes on : 

' Our Dodds shall be pious," &c. Churchill, too — 

enemy to all shams, tearing off aU masks, and with 

the masks tearing away the skin, was not likely to 

^are him, and in the terrible picture fitted into his 

' Times," glances contemptuously at the fashionable 

Bodd. 

This was light treatment from so heavy a hand. 

^ut five years after the Doctor had finished with 

^artUy intriguing, a bitter but truthful portrait of 

fte " Macaroni Parson" came from Oowper^s ^en \ 

and from a single allusion to the diam-orvdi tov^^^ NjftfcXfc 



74 A FAMOUS FOBGEBT. 

can be no question but that he was dcetching the 
" unfortunate" Doctor. A more odious picture can- 
not be conceived : 

But loose in morals, and in manners vain, 
In conversation frivolons, in dress 
Extreme, tU once rapctdous (MidprofimA, 
Frequent in park with lady at his aide, 
Ambling and prattling scandal as he goes : 
But rare at home, and never at his books, 
Or with his pen, save when he scrawls a card, 
Constant at routs, familiftr with a round 
Of ladyships, a stranger to the poor. 
Ambitious of preferment for its gold. 



What ! will a man play tri<^u — ^will be indulge 
A silly fond conceit of his fair form 
And just proportiou, fashionable mien, 
And pretty face, in presence of his God ? 
Or will he «eek to dazzle one with tropes, 
As with the diamond in his City band? 

With such a popular estimate of his charactCT, it 
seems indeed wonderful how he contrived to ke^ his 
hold on the pubUc. But he had ^^a party." He 
had opened up new ground in the City — aground not 
of such fine quality as he had hitherto woiied, but 
richer and more profitable. With the " City people" 
he was the good man, preaching sweetly and tenderly, 
delightful in company, active in charity, pleasant and 
almost exciting to Usten to at the Magdalen — and 
therefore the butt of loose scoffers at the Westnend. 
And there was truth in this last view ; for, unluckily, 
it was such men as Kenrick, and Parson Scott,' and 
Lord Sandwich, and March, and a hundred such, who 
raised their voices and scoffed at the freedom of 
*^ day. 
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CHAPTER THE SECOND. 

A OOUBT SERMON. 

It was now come to the end of the year 1772, and 
^iiis year bronght with it an enconraging bit of pre- 
ferment. He obtained the rectory of Hockliffe, in 
fiedfordshire, which was worth about one hundred 
^*id sbdy pounds a year ; and with this came, a little 
later, the vicarage of Chalgrove. The two together 
^nt a Kttle m ea^ of the devouring annuities, and 
flie "voluptuous" tavern dinners. But this prefer- 
Qient brought with it, also, an adventure which had 
iiear been fatal. He was coming up in his post- 
<iliaise with Mrs. Dodd from his new living, when he 
^as stoj^ed near the Tottenham-road turnpike by a 
Baounted highwayman. This was the common proba- 
tion for travellers making London; but this free- 
booter, who had some reputation in his profession, 
and was called William Griffith, turned back, as he 
was riding away, and discharged his pistol f \llL «fc t\sa 
^dow. The ball did no more damage \5cL'axv\st«ikr 
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ing the window : " happily, as it was then ihaag^t^* 
oddly adds " an editor" of one of the Doctor's books. 
Personal courage was said not to be one of his quali- 
ties ; and in his evil day, when men with a strange 
lack of charity went about raking from comers, and 
sewers, and dust-bins, and publishing every degraded 
rumour and vulgar story that could be found, some 
one came with a legend of boyish London days, when 
he was in his teens. That he had attended a " Robin 
Hood" debating society, and that on one occasion, 
when a false alarm of fire had been given, he quite 
lost his wits, and was with difficulty restrained from 
dashing himself from the window. " This," says the 
person who reports the incident, " strikingly shows the 
imhecility of his character." 

Doctor Dodd was, however, able to identify Mr. 
William Griffith, who, not long after, was taken and 
brought to trial. On December the 17th the Doctor 
appeared in the witness-box, and on his evidence the 
prisoner was found guilty. Twelve more were " capi- 
tally convicted" on the same day. A "long day" 
was allowed to the highwayman, and on the 20th of 
January, the following year, he went forth to execu- 
tion, in one of the usual Monday morning dismal 
processions. "When the malefactors," says the re- 
porter who attended, "stopped opposite to St. Se- 
pulchre's to hear the dying words from the bellman. 
Bird" (one of Griffith's companions) " threw his face 
on the shoulders of the clergyman, and his form was 
agitated in a manner not to be described." 

These horrible spectacles, reaching Umost to baiv 
'^f hod affected Doctor DoAA. 'v^tj ^^xivovsaVj, «& 
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indeed they had affected every good and thinking 
man in the kingdom. Such human sacrifices were a 
^grace to the age, and a greater disgrace to the 
country— for it was truly stated at the time, that 
there was no other country in the world where such 
savage exhibitions were tolerated. Doctor Dodd, 
whose nature was all through amiable and philan- 
thropic, put together a sermon on the subject ; but, 
curious to say, it was in the very year that he had 
siiffered from the attack of Griffith, and only a few 
naonths before the dismal procession, to which his evi- , 
d^nce had contributed the highwayman, had stopped \ 
l>^fore St. Sepulchre's. This sermon was " On the 
F'xequency of Capital Punishment ;" but in the in- 
t^x-oduction there is something very characteristic. 
'^ The following sermon," he says, " was intended to ) 
ti-«i.ve been preached in the Chapel Royaly St, Jamesy ^ 
l^xit was omitted on ciccount of the absence of the Courty 
. during the author^s month of waiting^ Thus, every- 
tlung he did was more or less to be marked with 
^ little discoloration; and this flourish was only 
^^other instance of that weakness in every purpose 
^f life, which was side by side with all his good 
^tentions. He said justly that " it may seem 
strange, if not incredible, that of all the nations 
^pon earth the laws of England are the most san- 
goinary; there being in them, as I am credibly in- 
formed, over a hundred and fifty capital cases." In a 
note he adds oddly, " See Kuffhead's Index to the 
Statutes." Then follows one of those curious passages 
in which he seems to anticipate his own crisis, and 
appears to plead pathetically for himself. If a civic 
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CHAPTEE THE THIRD. 

" DOCTOR SIMONY.'' 

With this character, then, at the beginning of the 
year 1774, and with those who ministered to his plea- 

^sures pressing terribly and clamorously for food, he 

^^as at his wits' end for money. Suddenly, in 

January of that year, a Doctor Moss was advanced 

^ the bishopric of Bath and Wells, and the rich and 

fsahionable living of St. George's, Hanoveivsquare, 

oecame vacant. Nothing could be more suited for 

^iie who was a fashionable preacher and, at the 

^^lue time, embarrassed in his means. It was given 

^^t to be worth fifteen hundred pounds a year. It 

'jas not certain in whose gift was this priz^it being 

/^imed by Lord North, the minister, by the Bishop 

^^ Hiondon, and by the Chancellor, Lord Apsley. It 

^*s assumed, however, as it eventually proved to be, 

^ it was in the gift of the latter. 

One day*itbe Chancellor's wife, Lady Aijste^^ xftr 

^V^ A letter witboat a signature^ aaSmig ^«t V^ 



m-v-x^t's .bHi,L:!itcr, anil vi-ift- of llie ftevemid WiUiait 
li.nUl LL.D., oiiu of liiis Majesty's chaplains. MrS 
IlHilif, flif l:m--clerk. saiil, had (liptiited the whole t 
liiin. Ami Doctor I)o(i<l, it was assumeclj had il" 
^]m-L.,l yh^. Dodd. 

At fii-^t tilt' Dnctov d(!iued it boldly, and said Im 
\v;i- nut pi-ivv to the "officious zejd of lus con 
-iiiri." Wlicii he found the {.'liaiiccllor was in eamesl 
he hc;:troil di'iay, anri offered to go abi-oad. JJlstt 
-Vpslev, liriwerer, went to the kiiip, and laid thi 
whole matter before liini, who indignantly ordere* 
Iiis flidiuherlnin to strike the offender's name from 
tli<' ll-^t iif his clidiitains. Tlien the scandal be- 
cjiine [juhlif. Tlie news Hew fi-om eoffee4iou.Be t( 
eoffee-lionse. When Lord Hertford told lihn of whal 
he had been 'jrdered to do, he complaine<l bitterly ol 
the cruelty with which he had been treated, anc 
onee more denied tlie whole charge. In tnith, hit 
best excuse was the rnde raeehaiiisni of the trick; 
and only for the fatal evidence of pi-e\-ious indiscre- 
tions, he might liave siiccesMf Lilly — had he chosen tr 
i.i-azen ont his dtmlal — tided over the accusation, 
But the public feeling liecarae so «ngc^ avii noisAj 
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s^gainst him, that he actually addressed a weak, 
piteous letter to the public journals, begging for 
indulgence. It was dated on Feb. 10, 1774, and ran 
thus: 

"Sib, — ^May I earnestly entreat, through the chan- 
nel of your paper, that the candid public will suspend 
their sentence in my case? Under the pressure of 
(arcumstances exceedingly adverse, and furnished with 
no proofs of innocence but which are of a nega- 
tive nature, there is left for me at present no mode of 
defence, but that of an appeal to a life passed in the 
public service, and an irreproachable attention to the 
duties of my function. How impossible it is to oppose 
the torrent of popular invective the world will judge. 
It is hoped, however, that time will, ere long, put 
some circumstances in my power which may lead to 
^ ducidation of this affair, convince to the satisfac- 
tion of mankind my integrity, and remove every ill 
^pression with regard to the proceedings which have 
justly incensed a most respectable personage, and 
drawn such misfortunes upon me. 

"William Dodd." 

Strange to say, he succeeded in dividing the town. 
One half took his side. The congregations of the 
Charlotte Chapels were a good constituency. Tfie 
City people held to him; and, stranger still, the 
Methodists, whose enemy he was said to be, but whose 
style he mimicked, were coming round to his party. 
But for the present the current was too strong for 
1^ and he thought it prudent to retire abto^ ^sv^ 
^^hiahead for a while. 

G 



wlnnii tliutv "lis" iiu imsTatiiJf;.' Tt lias Wen 
alw.i\>, ;inrl rt'ltcnU'd jirftty ufteiij that in tMs p 
Ddctur llodd vias iiitriHlucfil upon the sta^, but 
was iKit iwi. Hi; is motflv s]niki?n of ; and it I'a J 
SiiniDiy — put f<jr uidifip]iy Mrs, Dodd— that 
Iiniii^ht Ijfforc tho audiviu'i'. Mrs. Flfec'cm, an 
ti-iiiuii!!^ '"'Is i><Jgiiti!itf^< sni'li dtOinite matters as 
proriiriui; nf [ilnt'i's, nl lit'r hmisc of business. J 
Siimmy. Diiutfij" DinidV liidy, comes to pay hei- a v 
iV.'-[i i'lMjn "Cox's Mmi'iiiii," whtTe Sir Antli 
Ali-iiliitc h-.iw tho ftutDmnliiii Imll whose eye "roll 
'ill ti'iTibly, "Tlie Ductor knnws nothing about 
>!hf says, and then gives a soit nf portrait wiiich 
]iit kiK'iv and roared at. 

" Tile Doctor's powws ni*e ju'etty well known ai 
town: not a uioi-e iwpithtr preacher witliin the soi 
(if Bow Bells ; I do iiot mean for the mobility on! 
these eveiy cautinft fellnw ean ciitch : the best pe< 
of fiishion iti'n't ashamed to follow my Doctor. ] 
one, madam, of the hmidred drawling, long-win 
ti'ibe; he never crams con pi-cj^at ions, or gives tJ 
more than tbey can c.Ti'rs' away — not more than 
or twelve minutes at mo5t. . . . Even the I)ui 



J 



" JDOOTOR SIMONY." 83 

DorvwvLger of Drowsy was never known to nod at my 

Doctor ; and then he doesn't pore with his eyes close 

to the boc^L like a cledk that reads the first lesson ; 

not he, but all ext^nporary, madam ; with a cambric 

hmidhgrchief in one hand omd a diamoThd ring on the 

other; tmd then he waves this way and that way^ and 

he couHsieSy and he bowsy and he bawncesj that all the 

people are ready to But then his wig, madam ! 

I am smre yon must admire his dear wig ; not with 
the bushy brown buckles hanging and dropping like a 
Newfoondland spaniel^ but short, rownded off ai the 
tor to show his phmvp cherry cheeks^ white as a curd, 
featheivtopped, and the curls as close as a cauliflower. 

"lfr«. F. — ^Why really, madam-^ 

^Mrs. Simony. — ^Then my Doctor is none of your 
schismatics, madam; believes in the whole thirty- 
Dnie, and so he would if there were nine times as 
nutny.* . . . Not a step, I beseech you. Lord bless 
nte! I had like to have forgot. . . . Besides all I 
have said, my Doctor, madam, possesses a very pretty 
^le poetical vein. I have brought you here a little 
• hynm in my pocket.t 

^Mrs, F. — ^Hymn ! Then the Doctor sings, I pre- 
sume. 

^Mrs. Simony. — ^Not a better pipe at the play- 
house ; he has been long notorious for that ; then he 
18 as cheerful, and has such a choice collection of 
songs; why he is constantly a>shed to the great City 
f^tSj and does, I verily believe, more in-door christen- 
ing than any three of the clotL" 

* Here is the origin of Theodore Hook's old joke. 

t An allusion to the Doctor's selection of Hymna fox t\v!&'^8k%<^<«v.. 

g2 
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|iit, :ui'l III' ■■;imi;il fni Ills trudu even at the sacrifi< 
(if lliL' Lomiimii fcL'lings of gnitittiile aud delicacy, 
A long list might lie made of tlie persons whom 
tiiis c'lL'vtT liiit piiwiirdiv iniuiir tned to hold up in his 
Shiiws, t(p L*:irii Jiioiiey iiiid populurity. A more 
(idiiins cidlini; cimiiot he toiicL'Jvedj or a more dan- 
gerous jHiliJif nuisance. Hb was treiited hospitably 
in Duhliii, ;iLid received aii iipTOarious welcome ; but 
when lie cot back to London, sneered at the lieges 
■vvho liad wi'leomed him. The pleasant hut eccentric 
Di it-tor Kennedy, friend of Sterne and Garrick, and 
of FoDte's also, luid ii narrow escape of this pillory." 
So, too, iiad a friend of Govenior Tliickuesse, whom 



he f 



,-ed froi 



this sort of 



ex])osui 



on a public 
But the Welsh ili-. Ap-Rice, and Prince 
Boothhy, and George Faidkncr and his lameness, 
tlie-;c were the men, some of wliom were " friends," 
whom he ventiu^d thus to tiu-u to purposes of the 
viles>t profit. Johnson he was burning to *4ake o£F" 
also, hut tiiat stunl}- moralist asked liis Iwokseller to ' 
send out for a thick cudgel — a sort of remonstranceij 
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which soon drifted to the professional satirist's ears, 
and changed his purpose. Women were not likely 
to send out for cudgels. But it is curious to think 
that another such coarse attack upon another woman, 
who had been similarly unfortunate, was his ruin. 
His onslaught on the Duchess of Eongston destroyed 
him. 

Long after, when Dodd was lying in his prison, 
this exposure came back to his mind. How deeply it 
affected him may be seen in these bitter lines, which 
form part of the retrospect of his entire life : 

Tea, jeSf thou coward mimic, pampered yice, 
High praise be sure is thine. Thou hast obtained 
A worthy triumph. Thou hast pierced to the ^uick 
A weak, an Amiable female heart — 
A coi^ngal heart most faithful, most attached ; 
Yet can I pardon thee ; for, poor buffoon, 
Thy vices must be fed ; and thou must live. 
Luxurious live, a foe to God and man ; 
Commissioned live, thy poison to diffuse, 
And taint the public yirtue with thy crimes. 
Tea, I can pardon thee — low as thou art, 
And far too mean an object e*en of scorn. 

It is in this transaction that the Doctor^s conduct 
stands out most unworthily. There was something 
singularly shabby and unmanly — and even foolish, for 
the device was transparent — ^in thrusting forward his 
poor wife to public odium as the author of the act. 
So much so, indeed, that the indignant lines he made 
on Foote might apply with excellent force and appro- 
priateness to himself. 

Doctor Dodd, going abroad went straight to 
Geneva, where his old pupil and constant patron was 
staying. The new earl's patronage was not distur^ 
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whirl. He left his gown and bands at his hotel, and 
some one, who had gone out to the Plains of Sablons 
to see the racing, one of the newest shapes of Anglo- 
mania, brought back word to London how, to his 
amazement, he had recognised the Magdalen preacher 
in a carriage at the show, dressed in a mousquetaire 
xmiform — in very doubtful company — and gambling 
away his money among the most eager of the French 
rou^s. 



THAPTER THE FOURTH. 

DOWNWAHDB. 

AVilEN tlif sraiwlal had blown over, and Dr. Simony 
was a littlf lor^ottcii, lie came home to Enf^laiid again. 
The statu cjf London sociuty at this date has been 
dwelt on liefore — ^its shameful toleration, and utter 
absence of moral pin^ose ; bo that it is no aurjirise to 
find oiir Di)c-t(ir gniduaUy gliding back again into his 
old ])ious ^oove. To show how little his disgrace 
had affectt-d liis position, a Mr. Hicks, about this time, 
sent in to the institution a full-lengtli portrait of the 
Doctor, which was placed in the Board-room. But 
the followiiig month, by a strange negkt't, he absented 
himself for five Sundays, which was most probably 
the season he was exhibiting on tlie Plains of Sablons, 
and was " tlcsired" in futui-e to give " pi'oper notice" 
if he could not come, and also not to absent himself, 
"except on account of ill health."* 

With sonif, he was an impostor ; but with the far 
• MS. Regialere. 
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greater number he had been persecuted for justice' 

sake. So his popularity had scarcely diminished; 

9.iici by new exertions in a sort of philanthropic and 

ctaxitable direction, he brought over many more to 

tis side. He is said to have founded a Discharged 

Prisoners' Aid Society, which is now flourishing and 

fill of vitality, in spite of the unsound touch that 

'j^lped to raise it up into life. He was a godly 

^^xi still with the crowd. " I do my best," writes one 

ffoaxUy Ashe, who may be accepted as a fair type of 

ttt^se admirers, " and even the great Doctor Dodd can 

^^ io more. Oh, for his pen, and his melodious 

^^ice ! Pray give my respectful compliments to him." 

Ihis popular impression he kept alive and improved 

"y other means. All through his life he had a kind 

^^ craze or fancy for devising Charities — and charities 

^^ all kinds and degrees. It would almost seem as 

**^ough he had chosen this as a device for attracting 

*te notice of the town, and made it a useful instru- 

^^nt to acquiring the title of the " Great Doctor 

^odd." He could not have found time for more than 

^^e or two of these charities ; yet at his death he had 

^ ^hole sheaf of schemes ready for public introduc- 

^On. In prison he made out a sort of blank verse cata- 

^gue of these labours, and poetically claimed credit 

^^3r all he had done. Among them was a Society for 

lie Selease of Debtors ; a charity for the Loan of 

•"^flloney without Interest to Industrious Tradesmen, 

^lle plan of which he had got from Dublin ; and an 

'^^^d plan for " a National Female Seminary," which 

*^«id " received the approbation of some very distinr 

^'^whed names/' This scheme wo\ild, no dL0\3jQ^\vK^^ 



ulii. U:\:\ ill.' I<u:ick:ill lliivutiTi Tifv ofatiuiiTjling frcoc:*- 
ujM' ^riri:niri> fi) jiiiiitlitT, liiul tVii' bis arch-iTritvaucesS3 
of nil ;i r|iPin-ivl with !i C»l(jni4 Vernon. It .Wfius a^^* 
tli(m>rli 'ii-' liiiil l»><-it luirslilv tiTiiU'jl mi the whole-—* 
Dy-niiil-l.y (_'Mt.,i!.-i V.'ni.m lihiomwl into LDr<lOr(veU,,*=^ 
p;it'W .ilil, ;w ill<l Mf. niiL'kiii^^si; ; ami finally, niedi-- — "^ 
tilting; 11 tipiir In lln' Miutli of France for his heiilth, -^ 
ivci'iM'iI, on lii^ I'viMifstiirtiiig, a. letter from his enemy. -" 
It w;h to tiif L'S't'c-t, Hint aa tlii; peer was going to 
Franof tVir his liL-iilfh. mill Mr. T]iickiR'i«e for his purse 
— alsosii'lly ont of ^^^ts — tliey mipht both contl^ve to 
mt-L't " I'lid ,v(.'»/f; t/ie iilth ■multtr so Imig pending be- 
tween thL-ni," Of this si^ificnnt proposal no db-ect 
notit'o \vas thou t:ikoii. But nest clay Mr. Thick- 
nesse wns w^uiik'nn;!; about tlit: Park, when he fell io 
with tiLo irav Dnetor Dotld, alwi takmg the air. Tlie 
Pocfnr toll! liini that only the ibiy before he had been 
(lining \vith Lnivl Oi'well, and (we now hear the 
Doctor ^]luilkini; for tho first tiint) that the receipt 
of tilts lettor bail boon mentioned. "I have seen it," 
said Doi'tor Dodil, '' anil though I rainiot justify his 
rondiiL't to yon. stili I think it was crael towards liim. 
/ do nut tbink he wiU live six Tao-oXV*. Ynu have 
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hindered his southern expedition. He will not go, 
lest you should follow him, I, who hare often at- 
tended such high'crested men upon their death-beds^ 
coidd understand his real condition." Mr. Thicknesse 
parted from the Doctor^ but was so affected by this 
picture^ thai he went straight to a coffee-house, and 
wrote a letter to Lord Orwell of quite another tone 
and pattern — ^possibly as the Doctor intended he 
should do. For it requires little penetration to see 
that the smooth Doctor was senty as an envoy, to skil- 
fully soothe down the troublesome fellow who had 
a grievance, wtd arrange for his lordship's quiet 
travelling. ^ So was that othfer Doctor accredited by 
Selwyn to arrange his unpleasant business. With 
this squares wonderfully a stoiy whispered by Wal*- 
pde— a torn rag of gosap— whieh deals, also, with an 
embassy. The noble pupil, whose chaplain he wai^ 
Inquired some return for his favours ; and, anxious to 
make some sort of reparation to a young person whom 
lie had injiu^, sent his chaplain as his ambassador, 
with no less a sum than one thousand pounds. Such 
a trait was not very common in the fine gentlemen of 
the day, who were as cruel as they were fine. But it 
^as said — ^with what truth we know not, but it is to be 
feared with some probability — ^that the reverend envoy 
t^pt back nine hundred pounds of the sum for his own 
devouring emergencies ! If it be true, it was a far 
^^ore capital offence than the one for which he suf- 
"f^red.* 

But now his misteadiness was affecting his position 

* See later, Topladj's letter exhorting bim to maVie iQ^«£«.\ASStLi!^x 
^oxaetbiDg that seems to have very much the sam^ c\xaiac\.^. 



instniiiit'iit iif Ilia aWsenieiit, lias not licfji liUcovei 
A ULinv iiTtiiiii takijn of liis einbarnissinent 
tlifiT ^^■Jls ii rumour abroad of his trying to hnve liimself 
discharged from his debts by a coimnisHioii in bank- 
ruptcy, Imt failed. He was liurr^'irig on fast to the 
end, with srurcoly time to look before nv behind liim 
— preciiiitiitwi forward by his furies of debt and diffi- 
cidty — and literally did not know wliere to turn to. 
C)la^acteri^ti^'ally appealing to clap-trap sympathies, 
he now tliunylit of the Freemasons, and was busy 
with a hiatorv oi that order when tlie catastrophe 
came. 



y 
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CHAPTER THE FIFTH. 

TOWN TALK. 

It was now come to the year 1776. Early in that 
y^ar we hear him appealing from the pulpit in the 
Anniversary Sermon of the Society for the Reco- 
very of Drowned Persons," at St. Anne's, to "a 
Very numerous congregation." His exertions for that 
society were to aid him later in a way that he little 
dreamed of. We hear him, too, from a less becoming 
Stage, making an " Oration at Freemasons' Hall," with 
what aim or purpose we know not. Finally, on Fe- 
bruary the 24th of that year, he disposed of his Pim- 
lico chapel, and Doctor Courtenay, of St. George's, 
Hanover-square— a name which could not have rung 
pleasantly iajhis ears — ^succeeded him. Our Doctor, 
however, retained a little interest in the chapel, and 
"by purchase," says the account, " acquired a fourth 
part of the concern^ It was, no doubt, pecuniary 
pressure that forced him to this step •, ^ijai^Lj Vai^sftftL^ 



■Aw\ tin.' s]i,w\- ^y]utv < •? ^^h -i: han.l vvn- .'niis],icu.ii 
ai<l4;,y.'.|. T1k-l' luidit h:nx- kvii iMk' AVcst- 
fctorJL'.s, Imt tliev j^tit into |ii-iut. TJit sermons tbi 
fieht'S must have ijftni welcome, even for tl 
iiiiiiiiiLT, which WiiM 1)1 contrast tii tlio cold sterilit;i 
tlie ]nil]nt»ui'atoi'j' of the ilay; for the Doctor usfi 
jTot his by liciUt insteiiil of rearlinp ttiem, aiid deli 
tliL'm \vitli much enerp^v ainl dpaniatic effect. A 
S[irea.stic critic ivmarkcii, tiieiv was " a general up 
^iteiiess of liis genteel aetioti to his eloqticiit clisconr. 
Tile iiiimiratiou of an erinqitnrcrl amlitor foiuui 
piv-iMon in tlic follnwiiiii' lines : 



OS IIEAiiING DR, DODD PREACH, 
I li'nril (jut tilt UTierdiia ilij' pulpii lore, 
r\iHietic Dodd! tho wretdl would »ir 
Toiiehed with Illy pttichiii^, duhitia 
Ami liy'lttj iUall is aeon 1u -wtvp. 
Lbdl liattereil gieBtnws dill liy fouls ba sung ; 
Willi iio^a KjiplflUf e whnB leiniilea have not rnne? 1 
Uci OH, Jnflii'iuus pualoc ! — H've llip iiulil, 

leycpunp, [eclaim the old; 

lileulug enen;; Ilie Sni'ioiir preach, 
virtue jmiinal^i, aud ci^ulaoi tciith. 
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Stin make fair chastity the darling theme ; 
Whilst MagdalenB support asd prize its fame. 
Then — nor till late — ^may Heaven reward thy care, 
And make thee angd in a brighter sphere ! 

In a pleasant Toum and Country Magazine of the 

«xne, it was said, with a curious spirit of prophecy, 

^^hat ^ gaiety and dissipation soon convinced him that 

he wa. pursdBg a career that mu«t terminate in his 

^estraction," And actually in that year we find him 

held up for public tattle, if not for public scandal 

(for then the town was not to be scandalised by any- 

thiag), framed in one of the well-known little tSte-d- 

Ute medallions, and joined with another of a Mrs. 

Kobinson. True, he was merely set down as "The 

Macaronic Parson, Mr. D y^ and the lady as Mrs. 

B ^n ; but there was no misunderstanding the 

aDusion, rendered more plain by bringing in C 

Chapel. 

If we are to accept this pasquinade as authentic, it 
would seem that about this date his extravagance had 
led him to the King's Bench Prison — or at least that 
such a belief was abroad. And there, it was said, that 

he made acquaintance with this Mr$. R n, also in 

durance for a life of extravagance. " Compassion," 
we are told, "induced her first to extend her bene- 
volence to our hero, who found her acquaintance very 
convenient and eligible about three o'clock, where he 
had always had a strong penchant for a good dinner." 
When he obtained his liberty, and recommenced his 
sermons, he found himself receiving several presents 
from an anonymous donor, whom he presently disco- 
vered to be Mrs. Eobinson ; and, in return, " sent her 
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CHAPTER THE SIXTH. 

THE FATAL BOND. 

To his living in Bucks — one of his little benefices 

■he had paid but four flying visits, and had preached 

y c>iir times ; and it was remarked afterwards by the 

^^*>^labitants, who were seldom gratified by hearing the 

^^^shionable London preacher, what a strange signi- 

*^^ance there was in the texts he had chosen. When 

^he story of his fate drifted down to them from Lon- 

^^n, the sermons, and the texts of the sermons, were 

^^collected, and it was thought how they shadowed 

^^Tth. a glimpse of coming destiny. It did seem as 

though he had some such uneasy sense hanging over 

^iiu, when he could choose such a theme as this : 

** Rejoice not against me, O mine enemy. When 
I fall I shaU arise !" 

Or, upon another Sunday, a still more significant 
^xt: 

^ Thy life shall hang in doubt before thee, and 
^ou shalt fear daj and night, and sYiaSL \va?j^ Tvcsv^fe 
^^^oimce of thy life. In the moming t\iO\3i ^tksiiX. ^«:5 

n 




To tlic two clera'vnien who were 
he represented tlie vahie of the * 
five liundivd a vear. It was for 

• 

o-aiii had heeii conehided, tliat it ^ 
lialt' that siun, an<l l)y the arraiii 
eler<jvmeu was said to liave been r 
owed rent wlileli was liea\ ilv in an 
ture was alrea<lv l)urdened with 1 
executions. Some heav\- ^'trades 
pressing liini, and lie literally kiK 
to turn. ]\Ionev iiinst he had. 

There was a ]\Ir. llohertson in 
broker, who procured moneys on 
Saturday, the 1st of February, lie 
visit from the well-known Doctor 
ness that l)rouo[ht him was mont 
and ])atronage of Lord Chesterfi 
notoriety in London — it was one o 
reverence with which the Doctor ^ 
that such a wealthy and influer 
assist his ohl tutor was to be exp< 
casion the Doctor brought w^ith ' 
Ills noble pupil, the earl, liaA fflVe* 
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sand two hundred pounds, and on which he thought 
some money could be raised. Nothing would be more 
natural than that the tutor should apply for aid to 
the pupil, or that the latter should supply it. It was 
left with the broker, who undertook to negotiate the 
affair. Sunday intervened, on which day the Doctor 
preaxjhed with great pathos and effect. On Monday, 
Mr. Franco, of Fenchurch-street, gave a large dinner- 
party to the popular clergyman and others, and in 
the evening the broker saw him there, and brought 
the bond with him to report progress. A Mr. Fletcher 
had been discovered in the City, who had agreed to 
ftunish the money on the terms of an annuity of 
seven hundred pounds ; a proper warrant of attorney 
to confess judgment had been prepared, and all was, 
in fact, happily arranged. The bond was left with the 
Doctor for his patron's execution ; and the next morn- 
ing the broker attended in Argyle-street to complete 
the business. The earl's signature had been obtained. 
The intimacy of the two was so well known, that in 
a pleasant, informal way the Doctor merely mentioned 
diat he had seen him sign, and would now attach his 
own signature as witness. With the same friendly 
irregularity the broker became another witness to the 
earl's signature which he had not seen attached, and 
took the Doctor's word that all was right. There was 
another document — a receipt of the earl's for the 
money ; both were completed with aU formality, and 
the money was paid. There were still some scruples ; 
but the Doctor, to quiet them, came furnished with a 
letter from Lord Chesterfield — a fact which m "OaA 
popnkr accounta of the case liaa nevec \i^few Tftsscff* 

h2 
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tioned. Next day the instruments were transferred 
to Mr. Manley, an intelligent London solicitor, who 
acted for Mr. Fletcher, the lender. 

While looking through them, his attention wa^ 
attracted by " a very remarkable blot," on the e in the 
word " seven" (part of the description — " four thou- 
sand seven himdred poimds"). There were scratches 
of a pen, too, above and below the blot. There was 
really nothing suspicious in this ; for, as the solicitor 
frankly owned, he " could see no end it would 
answer." It was only part of the imlucky fatality 
that pursued the Doctor. It was so odd — ^possibly so 
unmeaning — ^that he thought he would see his prin- 
cipal, or, at least, have a clean, new bond made out. 
However, the result of seeing the principal was the 
more sensible course, which should have been thought 
of at first — of seeing the earl himself in person. The 
solicitor called on Thursday — then " took the liberty" 
of writing to say he would call again the following 
morning. He came at ten. Lord Chesterfield met him 
on the stairs, and said : " You have come about a bondt 
But I have paid it long ago, and burnt it," he added. 
This mystified the solicitor a good deal. It was then 
explained that the earl had given a bond for five 
hundred pounds when he was a minor, but when he 
was of full age he had destroyed it. He added, that 
the whole matter was secret. The solicitor, still more 
perplexed, told him he did not understand his mean- 
ing, and " introduced the bond in question to his lord- 
ship." Then all was explained. The signature was 
repudiated. The whole was a forgery — and a clever 
forgery — both the bond aad t\ie Tceaaisvmn^ letter. 
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In the mean time the lender also was a little dis- 
turbed in his mind, and had that morning gone to 
Bobertson to say, that the annuity (seven himdred 
pounds) seemed suspiciously large in proportion to 
the sum it was to secure. The broker was quieting 
tis mind by saying that Lord Chesterfield was to 
repay it in a year, when Manley entered fresh from 
Lord Chesterfield with news of the discovery. 

The next question was what was to be done. The 
money had been paid ; and the noble pupil had sug- 
gested that, most likely, the Doctor had gone off. 
Assuming this to be the case, they went straight to 
the lord mayor, at Guildhall, and obtained warrants 
against both the broker and the clergyman — an un- 
fortunate assumption, as well as unfortunate action, 
founded upon that assumption. Had they gone to 
look for Dodd first, the thing would never have gone 
beyond a town scandal, and the Doctor might have 
finished his life — disreputably — as a sort of loose 
privateer parson, of which there were many then' 
upon the social high seas. 

With two ofiicers and the warrant, they went first 
to secure Robertson, the broker, whom they found in 
Sir Charles Raymond's banking-house. They then 
set off for Argyle-street, for the Doctor. They were 
shown into the parlour. The wretched man came 
down to them all aghast, and asked their business. 
The attorney told him he " was sorry to attend him 
upon so imhappy occasion." (So public a charatcter 
was the Doctor, that every one seemed to be making 
him apologies through every stage of the process.) 
He was much struck, said the attorney, ^TAx^TS^sfiisvfc^ 



* liV. 



m;ih nor then asked liim if lie had any of the 
moic; to i\'st()iv, as that was the onlv possible means 
tli.it <()iil<l saw hhn. He said that lie had some of 
it: :ir.(l desired to a'(> up-stairs to fetch it. To tliis 
the olhcei- deiniuTed ; and it was onlv on the solicitor 
pijii'i' \Nith Jiini, and noi: lettino; him out of sight, 
thcit it ^\:^-- idlowed. The Doctor went to his bureau, 
and, t'/oiii a ])iiieon-hole in tlie ])ureau, took out six 
hills oi" i\yc hundred ])ounds each, on Su' Charles 
IJaynioiKTs house. Tliat made up three thousand of 
the lour llioii^and two Imndrcd ])()unds. He then 
iiot out hi- haidver's hook, h\' which he tried to show 
lh:'.! s'iuie lune hundred ])ourjdsor so were to his credit 
1 hei'e : and the solicitor said it seemed to be so. But he 
•• '\\iie'i. |i:e\ iouslvj tluit lie could not ch'aw for more 
tiiaii fi\v' or six Jiuudrt^d of this sum. A checpie was 
(ihi; ii'i'kd in on the Exchange lianking Company, in 
St. d;nne>' ---tieet, for five hundred pounds (how the 
iuii'.apjty Doctor's pen must have cpiivered as he 
wroie) : and then tlie\' came down stairs a^ain to the 
parlour. 

It ]nust have been at this time tliat a strange 
cJi;nicc of (/eh'\erance was Y>v\v\>o^e\y oS^ved to liun — 
/(n- when tlivv were at t\\e Wi^eaw, ls\.\!."^\^\^^^ Viix. 
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him a moment alone. The bond was on the table, 

and a bii^bt fire was burning in the grate. When 

Mr. Manley returned, the bond was there still. A 

foolish presumption of the Doctor's conscious in- 

iKicence was afterwards based oii this forbearance; 

hi those at all familiar mth criminal cases, will set 

it do?oi to ignarauce, or the want of thought ; or, 

perhaps, to the hesitation of a weak mmd at so bold 

and dangerous a step. Certainly it was hard measure 

to ke^ the bond which had been all but discharged. 

It was now between fiye and six o'clock. The 

ChevaUer Buspmi had a dinner-party that day in 

Pall-Mall, at which the Doctor was to have been 

pieaent. An apology was sent at once. The guests 

perhaps wondered was the agreeable Doctor ill, for 

he was not likely to deny himself a pleasant party.* 

But some one dropping in later in the evening, told 

the astonished company the reason of this absence, 

now all over the town. 

£veiything seemed to be done in great agitation. 
The broker, whose position was almost as critical, 
hurriedly drew a cheque on his own bankers for one 
hundred pounds — the commission he had received. 
That left just six hundred pounds to be accounted 
for. The only thing now was to see Lord Chester- 
field — report to him this partial restitution — and hear 
his determinaticHu 

Meanwhile, the ofiicers and the unhappy Doctor 
were to retire to the York Coffee-house, in St. 
James's-square, and await their return. After, no 
doubt, a sickening interval of suspense, the solicitor 

* Taylor represents him as being arrested at Bospini's; but the 
sworn testimony at the trial supports the views given. 



^^^^RBB!, vLcl, ,l,m,gl, ,Uly nnrU' 
lii.^U\'-^ :iiiii rxi'ciitinn, were val mil iIl' enoui^li to mc 
tliLi tluiiii uImi. Tliis dociiiiiciit inis ilntwn oiit i 
tlie spot — attustcd by Cony and Mauley. Then th-fl" 
Doctor sail! he thought lie couM draw for a couple 
of Imiulrcd iiiuri; on his hunker. "If you caa" saXtl 
the solicitor, " it will he much Ijetter;" and this re- 
duced the judgment and security to some four hundred ^ 
pounds only. Things, thurefore, were in a fair way 
of heing sidjustLMl. Tln^rt; was hope for the wretched 
Doctor. TliL- tiling would be nccomm'idated. It waa 
too l.ite that niiflit to set him free from the officers; 
hut to-moi'ro« that could he lUTanged. Meanwhile, 
an agitatiiijr, fluttering day was over. 

All seeiiK'd to have heha^'cd with great consideron 
tion in this ludiappy affair, and to have tried to help 
off Doctor Dodil in every way they could; and ha 
went to hed that night rehevod hy the assm-ance that 
no fui'ther istops would bo taken against him. But 
what now sfoioa to ha\-e heen a wTetched fatidlty at 
this prwisi.' juuctmv. der,tr(>yod him. 
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CHAPTEK THE SEVENTH. 

COMMITTED TO "THE COMPTER." 

The next morning was Saturday morning. Lord 
vJhesterfield came down to Mr. Fletcher, at the bank- 
iiig-house of Sir Charles Raymond ; and a message 
'^as sent over to the lord mayor, then sitting, to 
know when he would be willing to receive them. The 
^swer brought back was, that the prisoner was then 
actually before him. They hurried over. But the 
loi^d mayor had insisted on going into the case. In- 
^^d, all parties seem to have been imder some strange 
^misapprehensions about the powers of magistrates and 
prosecutors, and to have forgotten that compounding 
^ felony is a serious offence against British law. 
C^xice the process of law has been put in motion, it is 
^^Uaost impossible, or requires infinite skill and some- 
"^ing like collusion in the authorities, to check it. 

The name of this lord mayor was Halifax. It 
'^as said afterwards, that he had acted with violence 
— <iertainly with haste ; and the excuse made for 
Wm was the natural impetuosity of his tem^jer * I£ 

♦ latter to Fletcher and Peac\i. 



LnnI Clif^tfrtii;lil htwl to give their Cv-idence ; ani ! 
butii woiv liiiiiLiU ovtr to prtiwtutu. Tlus must lia.VB J 
ctiiiie like a tiiuiiclKrbolt on tht wretched prisoner, wiio \ 
Jiinl toiisiileiL I hi^ i.'s<.'ii[jf all hut secure; and lie 'I 
mull, m i„itit(.l, im^uliL'ivnt jJi'utcst to the magi*- 
ti,t I 

I ciiii t ttll what tr.fiiy in sufli n bitmitiuu ; I , 
hul no lit itijti to detriuul Lord Chestcriield, I J 
liiipt his 1 1 I hiji -will cuiisidtT nivfase. ... I meant I 
it a<i 1 ttiiij 1 ii-s rcsoiinv. I hiive made satisfaction^, I 
md I hojL It wdi ho considwwl. I iviis pressed bx- | 
ctL hiigh t I stmt' three hmuhi-d j>uuiids to pay 
&omi hiU duL to tradi^smt'ii. I sliuidd have repaid it I' 
111 h lit I 1 n My Loivl Cliestci-tiek! cannot hut 
lii\L s iiiL tcndenie;;s f'w me. as my [mpih I love 
liim (11l 1 L his titu's iiiteiTUjited him.) " He knows 
I re\Lie hi honour us denr as my honoiu-. I hope 
111. will ait 1 1 to me thiit mercy that is in his heartj I 
and "ih w tkmtiicj to me. There is nohody wishes to .1 
] ivLi utL I'l i\, my lord mayor, consider this, aiid^ 

TliLiL !■) SI meih^s 
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appeaL It could bring no f niit, as Mr. Manley could 
l»ve told him. His friends were powerless — ^mere 
instmments in the hands of the law. 

Bobertson, who was a young man^ and who^ it was 
said, behaved with the consciousness of innocence, 
then called out : "I hope, Doctor, you will do me the 
justice to declare pubKcly that I am nowise guilty." 
The prisoner answered, " I do ! I do ! I do ! " 
Fletcher, the defrauded banker, it was noticed, now 
, showed no eagerness to prosecute, having got back 
neariy all his money. But though Manley insisted 
strongly that Lord Chesterfield should be the prose- 
cutor, the lord mayor eventually bound over 
Hetdier and Peach — as indeed was only legal and 
proper — in a penalty of five hundred pounds. Thus 
the distressing scene ended. The Doctor was led 
^-way to Woodnstreet Compter on foot, which gave 
the mob an opportunity of jeering at him, and of 
adding to his miseries. No wonder that when he 
reached his prison the wretched Doctor fainted away 
several times. And on that Saturday morning, the 
well-known Doctor Dodd, the fashionable preacher, 
was committed to take his trial. All London read it 
in their evening paper, and there was no sermon in 
Bedford-street that night. 

The conduct of Loird Chesterfield all through this 
transaction seems, at first sight, to bear out the popu- 
lar prejudice associated with his name. When it is 
considered that no practical injury was done to him ^ 
beyond the freedom taken with his name, and when, be- 
sides^ a question arose as to taking Lord Chesterfield's 
testimony on bis oath or on " his lioiioxxr J' \i<& ?i\K!LQ.%\\sL- 



rliers to \ ictiiiiise a vounff nobleman. Per— 

li;i|.-, tnc, lie leally resented the effronteiy of the deed^ 
;iii(l rlic -cniidal of the transaction; or perhaps — ^^vhicll^ 
iiia\ l»c the ti'iie reasoi^. — lie had no real feelincj towards 
hi- "hi tutor, and tlieir friendship only bore the- 
i«)rt( 11 tViilt \\ hicli all convivial friendships are sure tc^ 
hear. 

llw i'act i<, his share in the matter Avas purely 
iu'";iii\(.'. Jlis infinence niiijht have done soinethincj, 
aiahhls 1k' (hid not exert. ^lanley, Fletcher s solicitor, 
was the active mover in the business from bemnninix 
to end, ('\('n to the illegal procurin^r an order to brincj 
ii|» witnesses at llicks's Hall. It ^vas said at the 
time that the moiiev-lenders Avere furious at havinir 
h)>t a hai'uain that Avas ahnost usurious in its cliarac- 
tei", heinu' ''three times the interest allowed bv law," 
and liiat thei*e was a suspicious eagerness about the 
transaction.* Lord Chesterfield's known wealth and 
jto-ition shouhl have told them that he was "likely 
to he liis ow n baidvcr/' and nnlikely to employ his 
tutor to i-aise money for him. Further, to make the 
trau^aetiou more i)roHtal)le, the bills were not payable 

* lA'Uer to V\c\.d\eT 5\\\v\.\*ftt!kt\\, 
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iintLL fourteen days after date, and no interest was 
allowed for that time.* On the whole, therefore, we 
may fairly acquit the pupil of any important share in 
his tutor's ruin. Still, making every allowance for his 
position, there are facts at this stage of the case which 
show that he was more eager in the prosecution than 
he need have been ; for it was remarked, when the 
noble pupil came forward, the imhappy Doctor made 
ftll sorts of signs and piteous appeals to come near and 
speak to him, of which Lord Chesterfield took not 
"the least notice. The state of the unhappy clergyman 
Ski this stage was pitiable indeed. He was almost beside 
liinoLself, and could hardly articulate. For he must 
liave considered his escape all but certain, and it did 
^ippear that some sort of engagement had been entered 
into the evening before. 

That night the story was all over London. The 
"whole town had the details. Doubting friends and 
scoffing enemies said now that what they had antici- 
pated had come to pass. We may get a faint concep-" 
"tion of the tone of the public by imagining ourselves 
to hear some night of the arrest and committal for 
some crime of some popular preacher who had been 
for years a town attraction. 

Outside, in the streets, the story was told and sung. 
The refined Doctor and his offence came to the 
mouths of the low ballad-singers. This shape of 
degradation must have been carried out to a greater 
extent than usual : for Johnson, in one of his ^Titten 
pleas for the Doctor, takes notice of it. The life of a 
ballad is rarely longer than a single day ; but one of 

* Letter to Fletcher and Peac\i. 



WIim'.I think that tlie >lip;.h<'r(l should lead us astray, 
\\'li< u I humping tlif cusliiou and loudly would sway, 
A'i ' ' 11 us T-o i^ravcly we all must fear God, 
i'. ,1 ;:io Devil I I'oar will linve good Doctor Dodd. 

'\'\\'- '. !i1)s (tC tli(.' IMairdal';-!! i^dorl lie would teach, 
A., 1 :;irn uji his eyes and aj;ain-;t sin would preach, 
li :; " 'i it.\* you hill smile. ^\ liy lio'il jj^ivc you a nod, 
I"!.' -iiictiiird rcvcreinl '_;""il Doctni" Dodd. 

H/t ; luiify, j)()or soul, 1< '1 I'le Doetor astray, 
r'"iir :;iou>aiid two hundr.'H (r-md Lord, let us pray 
'i'i.;'t '.he Doctor hiin>elt iiiav receive his reward, 
.\iiil J.iek Ketch, poor soul, tuck him up in a cord. 

AVhi n ^leforo my Lord M.jyor his defence he did make, 
1 !'. ;• -irs llowed so f;i>t Ii<- hardly ccuild speak; 
L L iiioi'i'v rule justice, in that you'll serve God, 
^o _:-.;it was the jirayer^ .'i' the -ood Doctor Dodd. 

il'o. ■.•'i-on the hroker htn; '.na<l'' his defence, 
■ Do ,;i ' justice, uood Doctor, prove my innocence." 
"• i '1 . ! i do! I ilo I'" — tlbii heaving a sob, 
>o ]). iiitent, truly, is good Doctor Dodd. 

r.ut :or trial, alas! the -^o^d Doctor is sent, 

F-'T for.'.ery a halter unist l>e the event ; 

l'"i- ;; lime there we'll leave him to feast on salt cod — 

^lay all rogues have their due, so I wish Doctor Dodd. 

^ S,s- the curious Roxburgh ('ollection of Ballads in the B 

Miisonin. 
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Another of these ballads has been preserved, and in 
this fashion was the unfortunate man hoarsely sung : 

Come let xl^ all pray for protection 

To our gracioas Heavenly God, 
Lest -we have cause for deep reflection, 

like the nnhappy Doctor Dodd ; 
Who though so great, so fine a preacher, 

And once a chaplain, as they tell, 
This reverend and learned teacher, 

How alaa, alas! he fell. 

He forged the bond, it was purporting 

To be the bond of a noble peer. 
Four thousand two hundred pounds it mentions. 

Which Doctor Dodd received were clear. 
He paid the broker he employed 

For his trouble, without doubt ; 
And in a very few days after. 

This forgery it was found out. 

His yearly income, we are informed, 

Was five or six hundred so round, 
And if he could not live upon it, 

How must a curate with forty pound ? 
But pride and luxury bring min, 

And to the greatest misery, 
Now this was Doctor Dodd's imdoing. 

And set him upon forgery. 

On the 19th of February the Bench of Aldermen 

*^^<i been applied to, to make an order to bring up 

^tertson from Newgate, that his evidence might be 

^^en. But the City magistrates refused to grant 

^^ Later, however, Manle/s clerk came again, and 

^^retly prevailed on Deacon, who was Clerk of the 

'^^^'itiigns, to give him such an order. On which 

^liertson was brought up and examined before the 

g>^d jmy. By this unworthy artifice m^x^^wX. wv- 
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Inx'il, ami had the order cancelled. Much confn — 
s'kui an<l ara'iuiieiit was brouglit about by tins step 5 
aiitl oiR' ol' the jud<i;esj at tlie trial, alluded in strong 
hiiimiaa'c to, what lie called, the "improper lenity'' 
that had hcrii sliown the prisoner, in putting liim oxt- 
a (lil'iVix'iit tootiui^froin his fellows. For it seems tliat^ 
w ith a v'u'w of sparing him, he had not been brougl^'^ 
11]) six (lays before the sessions, as the ordinary accuse^ 
had been. 

The grand jury found the bills, at Hicks's H^l*^' 
'• before me," says Sir John Hawkins, with great cov*-^" 
]>larc'ii(y. 

Oil the 1st of March Avas to be read in the pape^^"^- 
'' A ( 'ard,*' unmistakably his composition, and ^^ 
which, with In's old bad taste and indiscretion, ^-^ 
tries to appeal from the tribunal that had just der^^ 
witli him. lie offered thanks to all the sympathise^ ^ 
wlio liad thought of him in his distress ; regretted th- 
business liad hitherto prevented his receiving " tl 
favour of their proffered visits " at Wood-street, bi 
tliat how he would be at any time happy to recei^ 
tJieir fi'iendh' and Christian eoi\s>olat\.ov\. This \va 
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in fact, a wholesale invitation to the town, and looks 
like a skilful attempt to widen the field of sympathy 
by direct personal intercourse. And, as it proved, 
there were numbers of utter strangers who were eager 
to avail themselves of the opportimity. " Perfectly at 
ease," the " Card" went on, " with respect to his fate, 
and thoroughly resigned to the will of God, he cannot 
but feel a complacency in the striking humanity which 
be has experienced. And while he most earnestly 
entreats a continuance and increase of that spirit of 
prayer which he is told is poured forth for him, he 
cannot omit to assure all who have expressed their 
sympathy for him, that, conscious of the purity of his 
intention from any purpose to do injury, and relying 
on the full proof of that intention^ by having done no 
injury to any man, in respect to this imfortunate 
prosecution, he fully reposes himself on the goodness 
of his God," &c. In short, his weak, quibbling sub- 
terfuge about the " intention to defraud," which even 
poor as a plea at the bar of the court, became con- 
temptible in a serious appeal to the coimtry. 

The "Card" was followed up by an indiscreet 
attempt of the same class to raise sympathy ; and in 
every newspaper were to be read, "Verses by an 
unhappy Prisoner," to this halting chant : 

Amid confinement's miserable gloom, 

Midst the lone horrors of this miserable room, &c. 

No wonder that the tone and spirit of these clap- 
traps were commented on hostilely, it being "highly 
derogatory to the honour of the Almighty to make 
him out a peculiar favourer of criminals." And the 
Doctor was then reminded of some home truths 




still fair cnticism on the Doctor 
A week after, at the ^fao-dale 
man wlio was offieiatiiiix in th 
read out a paper which lie said ] 
" The ])ravei's of this conoregat 
unhappy person in confuiement, 
affliction of mind/' If the te; 
liad been so readv in the lat 
Doctor's sermon Sj how they nui. 
siirnificant notice. But lie <Ud i 
what the town knew — that liis 
in all state in the Board-room of 
liad heen iixnominiouslv taken d( 
to some ])rivate j)]ace — the i 
findiui*' it awkward to Iiave the * 
looking dowu on them as tliev d 

* Lmhjs Maijazine^ 1777. Was this th 
by Gainsborough ? 
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CHAPTEK THE EIGHTH. 

"the trial." 

Sa^tukdat, the 2nd of Pebroaiy, came round, and 
Doctor Dodd was placed at the bar. The morning 
of the sessions arriyed, and the real moment of the 
Doctor^s exposure was to begin. There were crowds 
gathered to see the show — jxxsi as crowds had so 
oftoi! before gathered to see and hear him at the 
Magdalen. This dreadful ordeal he had now to 
pass through. He appeared in the dock supported 
V his ftiend Weedon Butler. The judges who were 
to try him were, Mr. Justice Willes, Mr. Justice 
Peiyn, and Mr. Justice Gould. For the Crown ap- 
peared Mr. Mansfield and Mr. Davenport. For the 
prisoner, Cowper, BuUer, and Howarth; of whom 
4e two first were to be judges later. The popular 
PreadiCT was not likely to want the best assistance 
that money could procure. Th^ must have felt, 
however, that it was a desperate case, and t\iey cft^iX&L 
^/ bat an the feelings of the jury, and oiv «l y^^- 

i2 



i 



Ilif fimi-t, 111' w:i-; ailvist'il Hil' inflit-fmeut couM not 
liL' ^u-l;iiLK'i| : ;iinl tliuiviijimi his founsel proceeilp*^- 

1(1 IM'frlU' till.' If^'lll i]ui'st.iini. 

It Wiis, ivliiit uii^lit ho caltffl, a "nice point," aii« 
nil iifcriniit nf llio j^p'fiiti-T Indulgence extended t*^ 
in-i'ii'iit'i's ill tlic roiistniction of criminal doubts, inigl* 
sLTin til "ffi'i" :i fiiir chiincc; :ind a very spirited arg**" 
meni fallowed. It was evident that the counsel i^^ 
till.' di'l'i'iit'L' ■-ti'ainod every nerve to carry this poii**' 
Lnrd ILiIl', and nwny other authorities, were quote'' ' 
and It did secin founded in justice that the prlson^^ 
whould nut lie affected by a witness who -mis hims^" 
open to the siinie fliin-jje, and whose evidence, as * 
was diegally ohtniiied, slioidd practically Tie assum^" 
nut to ha\-c hufii hefoi-e the grand jwr}: ill-. Mai*^' 
field, imtlie other side, in a culm and logical arg*^"" 
meiit, disposed of tlio objection ; declared that it w^^" 
" perfectly new" to him ; that It was no concern *^ 
the court what evidence wns before the grand jury, c^-" 
liow it came to them; neither were they to weigh i'^' 
loflidity or illegality'; but it was quite sufficient tht* 
tlie bill was found. 

if tv'its then urged aa gooA Wv, iWt v;l\cre fli 
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bill had been found on the testimony of an outlaw 
the mdictment had been quashed. The Crown re- 
pKed that Robertson was not to be considered a cri- 
minal, as was the outlaw. Here, however, he was 
stopped by the court, who said they had it in the com- 
mitment before them, that Robertson was described 
as a principal. They offered the Crown to let them 
prefer a new indictment, or else go on with the pre- 
sent one at their peril, and have " the point saved" 
for the opinion of the judges. By this latter course, 
even if the prisoner was found guilty, and the judges 
decided with him, he never could be indicted on the 
same charge again — so there was a good deal of risk 
m adopting it ; but so confident were the Crown in 
this view of the law, that they elected to take the 
chance. 

It has been mentioned how he had managed to 
attach the " City people" to him. It was not there- 
fore surprising, that, after the argument had closed. 
Alderman Woolridge stood up, and in a warm and 
excited speech, in which we almost hear his voice 
trembling, spoke of the proceeding as "an order 
wickedly, fraudulently, and maliciously obtained," 
arfd perhaps by something worse than all these 
epithets. " It strikes me with astonishment," the 
alderman went on ; "I know nothing of the law ; I 
speak from what I feel in my own heart. I say, if 
the prisoner at the bar is convicted by means of this 
order being surreptitiously obtained, / would not stand 
in the clerics place for all it is worth ! I «ay, let him 
hold up his hand and say whether lie does not think the 
blood of the man at the bar will /all upou hiU l\.e.a4.V^ 



I'tir lliL- ])ast jiirtni^lit, iinil ^.>xlHlr1lllg the juiy to 
ili-iiiii-s iill rniiiimiN t'rmn lla-ir mimls. WitJiesses 
s'hrtsf tostinionyj ilovetaileil to- 
' stiirv iif tliu frnncl jiist given. 
iiiiul:ii' viuidtions "f the hiw of 
V thi; iiiilyi-'s. Foi- instant-e, the 
iir, sju'Lfhes, aiid coii- 
iifter his ant'sf, when 
im, were received. So, 
wiirt allowotl to tell all 
-Di'il Cliestei'field when 
lif calk'd nil lilm — [(j^eiuev with the eai'l'a i-emarks 
mill <k'iii;il nf the hiiml. And wlioti this waa faintly 
iiml ilmil.tiniily ohjucti-'d to hy the pn.soiier's counsel, 
tlio jiiil;ji.' rumnrked, " Surely »ve have only to ask 
I*iTd C'lK'sti'i-fiehl liimself,"' jis though it was to save 
tiiiK'. 

I'lvsL'iitly tlio earl was placed in the witness-btB^ 
aniM f:re:it sensation in the court, for the relation 
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betvreen tiie pupil and patron was well known, and 
to the ^:eat agitation of the prisoner in the dock. 
"O, tksU, eternal night," he wrote from his cell, 
^had in that moment screen^ me from myself, My 
Stanhope to behold !" 

But that evidence was decisive. Everything was 

«dy too dear. The case for the prosecution closed, 

Mad llien Mr. Justice Peryn said, "Now, Doctor 

I^odd, this is the time for you to make your defence 

to what the witnesses have said." And Doctor Dodd 

^ben spoke his defence — a very pathetic and moving 

^dress, but which was yet, after all, no defence. He 

«^ he was advised that the Act of Parliament " runs 

P^tpetually in that style — with an intention to de- 

fniudy^^ but that in his mind there could have been 

Hone such, for he had restored and meant to restore 

wiat he had taken.* He had made a perfect and 

* The Act under which the prisoner was indicted was one passed in 
Che year 1729, which made the punishment capital, in consequence of 
the increase of the " pernicious and abominable crimes** of perjury and 
fiffgery. Up to the year 1621 the succession of victims had been kept 
ap steadily, when the punishment was commuted to transportation, 
with some exceptions, and notably that of for^ng a will. Ad^ the 
first year of the present reign was happily inaugurated by a complete 
abrogation of capital punishment for such ofifences. The Act of 
George the Second runs exactly as the Doctor pleaded, " with an in- 
tention to defraud ;" and it shows that his advisers must have been at 
their wits' end for an excuse, when they had nothing better to suggest 
The law has no means of ascertaining the secret intentions of delin- 
quents ; it can only deal with their acts. For every criminal act 
the law supplies a criminal intention; and it lies on the prisoner to 
remove this presumption by proof. Here the ofitsnce was complete^ 
and the Doctor's intention to restore the money — if it really existed 
^would have been merely a sort of atonement, which in our own day 



"liii, I'm- Iwi'hty-sevori vfiirs, had been "an un- 
|t(iriillilfil c'.\;iiiij;lo of fiJiijngitl affisctioii to me, and J 
wliosf ljuli:ivi<iiir in tliiM rriji.s wouid draw tears ofap- 
■/•rotialioii U'inn the iriost iiiJiuman." lie then urged 
Iliat his civdiloi's ■^^■nuhl stiffw cmellj h_y his death. , 
Ail of whicli wete idle tii])k-s, and could have no 
effect with men who consider their oath, and the i 
stem duty I'list upoii ihem liy that oatli. So, indeed, I 
the judge liiiitc<i, who owned tliat tliis Iiad been "a 
verv" pathetif aihh-ess,'' Hut he couhl scarcely pass 
hy the weahne&is of the Doctor's defence. As to his \ 
liaving no intention to defraud, and a purpose to 

migilt boTt' liceii consWereii in passHig senlence. A few weeks later, [ 
in that abinrd i.ieco of bimihiiBl tlic '• Prison TlioughlB," Iib L-onld ao- 
Inallj- retliu-e iiie Itgal " point" and its ref\itiition to liliink rerEe; 

On full intention to repuy the whole, 

And ill tliat full Intention petfect work 
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long 



■ iiijun' to none desiga'i! or wrought, 
-I at my iSaiam. 

ouriillosa — 'tia tiunilereil in my ears — 
ir in (he rigid courta of Imman Inw 
1 rest! tn I ion wipea nway th' ofleace, 
ir dote inten|fen 
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make restitution, he very gently pointed out that if 
excuses of such a kind were to be admitted, it would 
be a defence for criminals of every kind and degree — 
for how could the law take notice of what was pass- 
ing in their minds. Doctor Dodd could scarcely 
answer for liimself that he would have restored the 
sum. To which the judge might have added, that 
"the restitution on which the prisoner leant so much 
^was after his arrest — a step which we may be sm'e 
aay detected criminal would gladly take, if it was to 
Tielp him. 

At the close of the charge, an ingenious "point" 
was made by the prisoner's counsel. These were the 
days when ^* a flaw" in the indictment was fatal. If 
the prisoner was accused of an offence ever so little 
differing from the one proved, he escaped. Now, the 
indictment can be amended on the spot. It was laid 
in the charge that he had forged an instrument for 
Beven himdred pounds annuity; but the bond pro- 
duced to support that charge had the word seven all 
blotted, so as to be illegible. The proof and the 
charge did not therefore correspond. It was a bit of 
true Old Bailey ingenuity ; and the judge admitted 
its force, but neutralised it by telling the jury it was 
for them to consider whether the blotted word was 
meant to represent seven. 

They retired. They were only away a few minutes. 
In a broken voice (it was said "weeping") they 
brought in their verdict — " Guilty ! " The scene 
must have been very affecting. The court, the 
jury, the spectators, were all in tears. A foreigner 
who was present received an extraot^ixi'acrjVrK^'t^'s.^.^^ 



Iiv nrctcliwt wifp, wfio hai sRt ail dri^5^ 
■:ij' ilic (-nui't, uxjiofting news iif Jijn falL- — 

■i. Ill' wnj alno allncted liy the prisontr'a noble mi^^** 
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CHAPTER THE NINTH. 

PBIBON THOUGHTS. 

Newgate was then very much in the state of the 

rison to which the good Doctor Primrose was con- 

igned. It was an abomination, and one of the 

plague-spots of the land, though Mr. James Hanway 

^^as even then trying to bring about some ameUoration 

^ the condition of the prisoners. But as criminal life 

^was then held so cheap, it was only natural that what 

:ininistered to the support of that life should be 

^lisregarded. In all the agitation of this terrible 

<;hange, with death hanging over his head, and his 

'wife just torn from his arms, as the hour for locking 

up drew near, on the second night of his arrival — sl 

Sunday — ^how will it be supposed the prisoner spent 

his hours? In writing vapid, stilted, unprofitable 

Ihnk verse — the mass of weak, vain, ill-judged lines 

that go to make up "The Prison Thoughts** — a 

task he continued steadily for five weeks. A piece 

wlncfa^ taken with its surrounding assoc^s^SvoTa^^^f^SoL 



tlic vcTA- pci.r<-it q««1ity¥ ft cmilit ^\ot fei^' 
mciv (luil iii-viisiliiliiy : \vv must, with more likeli- 
li.Kiil, sft ii tL, tin- iimiiiiit of lliiit old tliMtrical lasta' 
:mil Ainiity — ]iiittinfi' liimsi-lt' Iwfwre the town as the 
!■( 111! a lit if aii[l pc'i'st'ctitcd Doctor, whtisc gentle verses 
wimM be reiul in druivuiif-i-ooms hy niuisteiied feniiile 
eyes.* 

• Pteaxc-I t.. ilif M ii„l... ,Ui<!a Aiiril i.'i, whicli 

sliOKS elcnrlj- iihal. bis i 

"Aiml!S, 1117. 

" I begun Ihcse Thtd i llip impresmon of my tnind, 

Villlioiit plan. jiurpn!e,\, linn the ntuntion and state of 

niy soul. I conCinued. tc Ifnl snil r^gnlur plan: and I 

liava been eoaliled ■weniinuii)' — «i - wtii(e, ivhieb iii lettfi duys X 
should liave snjipo^ed would biivc destroyed all fi«vtt of reHoL-iioii — ts 
bring [hem nearly lo n conclli'iion. I lifAlieate tbem,ta God, and to the 
r^eeling rerkm amovgitmy SeUow-mataiet; and I bless the Almighty 
for the shilit)- to go tliraugli them, miiidet llie (errorn of this din 
pliice, and liUer snguisli of my disconaolate mind ! 

" The (hinkiiiit will easily pardon all inacenriiRies, at I nm neiitiar ' 
iible nor tcillimi to read over those ineUncliolj- lines irith a airio«s oTr 
cri'd'cni eyel Tbcy are imperfect, hnt the langnage of the heart; ani.) 
had I time and inciinBtiDn, might and should be improTcd. 

"lint 1 ■■W.D.' 

I'hia clap-trap llnish and thc[ilrica\\iteali.\ngciK i\. i\ie-hm1'-'- Eut — 
is Italy cbaraeteriitie. 



PEISON THOUGHTS. 125 

.^ The old vices that shipwrecked hjm all through 

old life leavens this production. The cantos 

labelled The Trial, The Retrospect, &c.; and 

jvery verse furnishes a peg on which to hang some 

^jpersonal reference to his private glories. There are 

ZKLotes that show oflf his erudition ; references to thea- 

"toes, pictures, travels in France, deceased comedians 

^interrupted every moment with unworthy appeals 

^or mercy, whining Jeremiads over his fate, and the 
exaggerated self-laudation of ostentatious penitence 
and complacent conversion. These " Prison Thoughts" 
^ are a sure index of that " unsoundness" which may be 
traced all through the pattern of his life, and which 
threw off, even to the last hour of his life, those wild 
flashy lights, which are wholly inconsistent with sin- 
cere, steady repentance. 

The man that could quote Milton and " my hap- 
less ancestor Overbury," and bid the reader in a note 
" See my Sermon on the Injustice, &c." — " See my 
Elegy on the Death of Frederick Prince of Wales, 
Poems, p. 63," was scarcely in the overwhelmed and 
repentant condition he professed himself to be in. 

More singular, however, were his complacent pro- 
clamations of a virtuous life, and a boastful enume- 
ration of all the books he had written, and the 
charities he had established. 

Did he think of his novel, " The Sisters," when he 
said that his pen, " However humble, ne'er has traced 
a line Of tendency immoral" ? Or did he think of 
his confession, " My life has for some years back been 
dreadfully erroneous^^ ? More curious, too, his forget- 
fulnessy when he proceeded to xe\>\]ika \k\fc ^^l!s\aw <& 
God Who crowd the levee, theatre, or court^ "Forejrtv^^t 



until n..s;vL')l IkiiI ivm\ ^SBS'^ipotl^tii ^mt lie gsm'^ 
liis viTilict iin it: " I'lvtti' wi'll, it' yoa tire disposed 
to liki,' it." AVIr'II -h* licimt snme more reiul, he liked 
it ln-ttcr. Thi-i w;ir^ III-; tiilerali'iri for tlie verses. But 
Ik^ hrnko uut loiiai\ wlien ln^ cmne to the PraytT f or 
I'liil, ;iik1 to I'tliLT elaborate pieces of 
iijrl I 1r' felt fur the man, he scorned 
luiirin^j, iiliil tlie iittempt to invt 
I a s]:iev tinsel of roinaiifc. " Sir,'" 
'ilii ynii think « man, the night before 
!, f.irei for a royal family, tlioiigli lit 
•ed this jiraycr?" 

ilemneLt prisoner meet with Boxik in- 
I the governor, Mr. Akerman, down- 
a humane official, who was the fnoid 
(if many nolalile men hi London — ^he receivftd every 
allowance short of freedom. ' He had a private room, 
book';, fire, .^llll all comforts- His frieoda found 
money, iunl supjilieii him with everything, Bnt nt*- 
thing could shut out the grim and terrible aasodatioai 
of the phce. Through the avails, tiae \v<3m4. tlKit, tha 
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awful saturnalia, arising from the promiscuous herd- 
ing together of prisoners of every shade of crime, 
came to his ears. He began his " Prison Thoughts" 
at eight o'clock — ** the hour when they lock up this 
dismal place;" and then, and even up to midnight, 
was shocked and appalled by " the din of rough voices, 
shrieking imprecations, roaring bursts of loud obstre- 
perous laughter, and strange choirs of gutturals," 
which were heard even at midnight. The more har- 
dened criminals had a habit of clanking their chains, 
as if in wanton defiance of authority. In short, it was 
a terrible medley of horrible soimds, dreadful to a 
sensitive mind. More chilling still, was the booming 
^ St Sepulchre's bell, close by, which, " by long and 
poos custcmi," was tolled the night before an execu- 
^OQ, for the purpose of announcing to criminals that 
th^ end was near ; and as Monday was execution- 
day, this lugubrious memento was heard nearly every 
Sunday night — a ceremony for which the charitable 
citizen, Sichard Dowe^ had left a foimdation.* 

* Another part of this custom used to be that the " Bellman" came 
^der the window of Newgate, as near to the prisoner's ceU as he 
oould, and after giving ^* twelve solemn towles" with a little handbell, 
icpeated this quaint and solemn warning: 

All you that in the condemn'd cdl do lie, 
Prepare jou, for to-morrow you shall die. 
Watch all and pray, the hour is drawing near, 
When you before th* Almighty must appear. 
Examine wdl yourselves, in time repent, 
That ytm may not t' eternal flames be sent. 
And when St. Tulchre's bell to-morrow tolls, 
The Lord have mercy on your souls. 

Past twelve o'clock. 
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Brr ]i(p\\ :iiiiitln.T jutur mus to .stumiHiii the ■'tige^^ 
lunl a. i;i\at iii;i---ivi' sniil tu miige it-^elf lieaiile thit^ 
jiuiir, uiisiiimrl, slirhikitig nature, o\ eraliidow it, andff 
iift it iiiti. sdiiifthi"" '•'- -'■'— =ty. But for the bii\e, - 
IioiR'stj niiinlv, iiii .ilrous tu\ititLu uice of , 

Ji)liiisi)ii — li;iil nut I Old Sunutl' ho re- j 

soiutL'ly, (.■iiMiL'^^ily, 1 fishlj — for the iiiter- 

fciviifo bi'iiii^'ht him no i..«.. — leiit him his strong | 
linn — tlio Iiiat -sft'iios of tin; last days of the miserable i 
man woulil liino U>st n*on tlieii- decent semhlaace of 
patht'tic Intorust. Of nil Julinson's luuny acts of 
Christian I'luirlty, there are none we can look to which 
sliow in so noble a light as this sud to the doomed 
liursoii. ^ 

Hawkins says boldly that they liad never met. 
But this is Ini'iii'roct. Johnson recollected perfectly 
having bei'ii in his company once, and relLsheil him 
as little as bc' did "the man Sterne." Tlie twoiia- 
tiuvs wcTU indeed els anUtfily to atix as qU and waters ; 
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Jojbnson shrank from the flash and tinsel of the ec- 
clesiastical macaroni. Johnson did not well recollect 
the occasion, but he made a very great impression on 
Dodd, who, the very next day, sent a perfect photo- 
graph of the "great moralist" to his friend Park- 
hiirst — the same who had been so impressed after 
dinner by Dodd's soliloquy upon divine things. 

^^ I spent yesterday afternoon," he wrote, " with 
Johnson, the celebrated author of ^ The Rambler,' 
^ho is of all others the oddest and most peculiar 
fellow I ever saw. He is six feet high, has a violent 
convulsion in his head, and his eyes are distorted. He 
speaks roughly and loud, listens to no man's opinion 
"^^thoroughly pertinacious of his own. Good sense 
flows from him in all he utters, and he seems pos- 
sessed of a prodigious fund of knowledge, which he 
IS not at all reserved of communicating; but in a 
banner so obstinate, ungenteely and boorish, as renders 
It disagreeable and unsatisfactory." 

He little dreamt, then, what profit, or what sort of 
help, he was to obtain from " the imgenteel " nature. 
^o wonder the fashionable clergyman was repelled by 
tlie moralist's bluff manner. 

The feeling that brought him to Dodd's assistance 

^ cpiite intelligible. With his almost morbid teiTor 

^f death, even under its most ordinary condition, and 

^^ all that was associated with death, this snatching 

*Way of a man, who seemed removed from it by sound 

l^^th and long years and the refinements of society, 

^Txst have had something horrible and appalling. 

We can fancy his shrinking from the whole episode, 

^ thinkiiig of it with groans and sore eonwiXsvovv^ <A 

K 



scnnio'l luiil osposcd, aivl '(tripiu'il of his tinsel and 
shams — ^thi'^ makes the samtiw vot more extmorili- 
iinty. .\)nivi' tlvls,aiilwa« !Lilvi.'ii with atu'iulemeas anJ 
(K'lieai'V lint t<i b« ifffeoni'il ml in nno who waa po- 
piihiHy «aia t.. Ui- " a U-m-," I'lit whn ha.l. um\lv<\. nntj 
thoslsiii ..I' ihuUsir. 

It i-< ilhistrative of this morbid feeling on Joko* 
f^oii's -:lilc that he could not bring bimaftlf to vipil 
Vi-h]<.] ill )ii!^ prison. To him there would lunae been 
soincthini; almost appalling in the si^it of a fellow- 
i'i'i'atin\', full of health and strength, lying in a gaol 
iiiiikT '^oiitpnce. With truth he said, " It wotdd have 
iloiio me more harm than good to kim," Once^ in- 
(Iwii, 1 >(kM oKpressed a desire to see him, but did not 
[irtss it furtlier. 

Grtat linpea were entertained of the law point. E» 
citinni wire still being made outside— faint, bowevw, 
as cnmparoil with the exertions to be made later. 
Mdio petitions were signed. Nearly three mondis 
;(;cs('i( oi XT, and it came to tte nuddk of M»y, wbca 
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eleven of the judges — ^the Chief Justice De Grey 
hemg absent — ^met at their chambers in Serjeants' 
Inn, and discussed the question of Robertson's evi- 
dence. They were unanimous in holding that it was 
legally admitted. 

The ground was fast slipping from beneath him. 
It shows how deep was the interest in the matter, that 
on that very same day a privy council was held at 
St. James's, at which Lords Mansfield, North, Hert- 
ford, Hillsborough, Carlisle, and others, with the Lord 
Chancellor, assisted, where they debated upwards of 
aa hour on the propriety of suffering the law to take 
iks comrse. There can be no question but that Lord 
M!ansfield formed a harsh and adverse opinion from 
^e very outset. This was the popular belief ; and it 
^ confirmed by a bitter newspaper remark of nearly 
t^ same date, which shows him taking then a strong 
TO^ of severity to the wretched prisoners who were 
^tting away in the Thames hulks. To the same 
privy council. Lord Weymouth was seen to go in, 
^^^trying "a bundle of petitions;" but no decision 
^9L8 arrived at. 

if ever was an unhappy prisoner of such sensibility 
^ pass through such trials. He must have suffered 
^^ bitterness of death many times ; and the dramatic 
^ormsof mental torture seem to have been ingeniously 
^vdtiplied to increase his agony. On the 14th of 
May he was carried to the bar of the Old Bailey, 
^d again exposed to a crowded and curious court. 
^*^ judge told the result of the argument, and that 
1^ had sent for him to give him this early notice to 
iHr^are far his sentence. This was aao^et %c»w<^ icrt 

k2 



t<.ttft\-.l. TIk'h tlie ]fec"r.kT i>rn,'..wlv.i with I'li:^ liiiiv, 
an.l ;i.MTOss.-i liiiu: " Doctor Willkui Dwldl" A 
sc'usilile !ind nliiioHt s%*mp!Vthisiiig address, ui ivhicb 
lie ]jl;iiiily j^dmifL-d at thu prisoner's apjieiils to the 
jmlilic. IIo ^^'ils jjlad to sea tliis expre.isioii of soiTOW- 
" lint one tliiiigl wish you to avoid — ^that is, ani/pal- 
liiilioH of youi' eriine " i j^onr educatioQ and 
aliilities you had n By no meatia, therefortf 

ffi iihoiit Jo c'xtennate y> offence, but prejiaio 
yoursflf for the aw-ful fvent." This wiis a. very sig- 
iiific-ant hint. The misendilo divine hcing asked wliiit 
heliad tosiiy why it sliould not he passed upon him, lie 
delivered what was ciiUed "an animated and patlwtic 
ailiiress," written for liim hy the manly hand of Hs 
new friencJ, It merely touched, -very lightly and 
jndiciously, fin the merits of a past life — on the 
sndden fall— and moilerately took credit for thirty 
years passi-d in charity. Can we not hear the voice 
of Johnson in tins passage : 

" I have fallen from reputation which ought W 
have made me cautious; and from a fortune w!''''!' 
ought to have given me ccnvtonl. 1 am a^mk: at M 
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into poverty and scorn ; my name and my crime fill 
the ballads — ^the sport of the thoughtless, and the 
triumph of the wicked." 

It was truly Johnsonian to say he did not mean to 
be " finally fraudulent," which expressed in two words 
all the refinements and excuses about meaning to 
restore the money. And with this pathetic close it 
ended: 

"Let not a little time be denied me, in which I 
niay, by meditation and contrition, be prepared to 
stand at the tribunal of Omnipotence, and support 
the presence of that Judge who shall distribute to all 
according to their works, who will receive to pardon 
the repenting sinner, and from whom the merciful 
shall obtain mercy. 

" For these reasons, amidst shame and misery, I 
yet wish to live ; and most humbly entreat that I may 
he recommended by your lordship to the clemency of 
his Majesty." 

Yet it may be questioned if these studied periods 
of weighty English would have been as effective for 
an audience, as the agitated, unprepared address fresh 
from Dodd's own heart. But Johnson wisely saw 
that all was dependent on argument ; and there is 
real skill all through these papers, in the way the very 
delicate topics are put. He was then led away quite 
helpless, and groaning with unutterable anguish, and 
exclaiming in the most lamentable moanings, "Lord 
Jfesus receive my soul !" After the excitement had 
subsided, Eliot, the foreman of the jury, presented 
their petition, saying that the severe course taken on 
the daj of trial had filled them witli t\ie dkSe^^^X. ^<i^- 
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cem — that they then ** retained a wish to serve hir*:*^ 
but finding themselves obliged to pronounce h-xxra 
guilty, there was no other course or hope but to iyjor- 
plore mercy for him. 

For his assistance he wrote Johnson a letter of 
fervent gratitude. He said he could not concei^v"^? 
*'my ever dear sir," the use that speech "on tb© 
awful day" had been to him; "I experienced evei7 
hour some good effect from it.? Johnson was bus;y> 
too, compcifeing a sermon for him — "your kind an^ 
intended favour^' he calls it. "I am sure, had I yo^^^ 
sentiments constantly to deliver for them, in all the?i^ 
mighty force and power^ 7U>t a soul could be left uneo'^" 
verted^^ — a strain of compliment that must have jarr^^ 
on Johnson. He winds up by calling him " the Jir^^ 
man of our times."* 

* As to Dodd's "point" about not being "finally fraudnlcnt,** it J^ 
curious that the very subject should have been discussed at the Ifitx^ 
Tavern some nine years before. Boswell: " I cannot think that hiB** 
(Rousseau's) " intention was bad." Johnson : " Sir, that will not do. 
We cannot prove any man's intention to be bad. You imrf thoot B 
man through the head, and saj you intended to miss him; bat the judge 
will order you to be banged. An alleged want of intention, token evil is 
committed^ mil not be allowed in a court of justice" This summary} 
contained in a sentence or two, is far more forcible than the judge's 
more lengthy exposition of the law. 
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CHAPTER THE ELEVENTH. 
"the unfortunate doctor dodd" 

Pbom this time his life became, as Walpole put it, 
a series of protracted horrors." It was more a 
■^Tirry and a fever than a life ; and in this fever the 
^ds of life were fast slipping away. Nor was this 
Station inside the prison only ; the whole country 
^as in a ferment. Monster petitions were presented 
from various sources. 

The Methodists, to whom he was not thought to 
be partial, took up his case with extraordinary eager- 
ness; a petition was drawn up by Johnson — "one of 
the most energetic compositions ever seen," says 
Hawkins; conceived in a tone of lowly contrition, 
praying for mercy for "the most distressed and 
wretched of your Majesty's subjects, William Dodd^ 

The petition was engrossed upon a large sheet of 
parchment, in an exquisite specimen of caligraphy, 
by " Tomkins, of Sermon-lane," one of the most 
famous penmen that ever lived. He maji\fe\iYi '^^^ \^ 



.kImuiM |..int ;,lk.Ln.nr.il ima^'i-s ,.f Mi'ivv ami .Tustico, 
suiTinmaoa liv iii- rtniiri-lics This iJra siimisi^a tlje 
ciii»iiiLiiv, Ijut tln'ir liiliirilv si-iit ilk- fit.'litlL-man an'^O^ 
cfft' I. '!> ■.').' I 

Tilt- ]ii-tilii.ii \\u, taken ruiutd. Everybody ca-i""*'' 
vii-'-sfil t'ur sijriiiaiufs. The jiiirish officers were se<?** 
IH:rf(jnni(ig tlii> duty (.-liitl in deeji nioiiriiing. A fripi*'' 
of Ills, Ijcfiiit; allu<leil to, Doi-toi- Keuneiiv, was iiid*^' 
fatifTiilile. A !i(iy Imig recollected three gent] em *^ *^ 
comiii-r nnuiil Suho vith the i»ll of paper and ii»I*' 
liorns, fnllectiii<r n^irm.'s. Thv^L- were the ehler Sl**^ 
rl.iiin, 1)iii11l-\ Uiite, luid Dr. Keiniedy.t Thev citllt^*^ 
(in Ilnrne Ttjiike. He toid tliem, with rough inmoC*^^' 
tli:it lie liked their erraiid, and thought it would A-"*^ 
be<';ni-;e jieople would take them for tax-gathered^ *^ 
and he m iifji'eeably disappointed that th^ woo-^^ 
siL'i. rv:i<lily. 

The jietition — the result of their efforts — ^was a r 
iii:irk;ilile one. It was thirty-seven yards and a qui 
hmg, inid contiiiiied twenty-three thousand s 
tlie first of wliicli was the foreman of the juiy, y 
* Angflu'a Jlemoii*. 
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prayed his Majesty " to consider that he is truly dis- 
tressed at finding the Doctor included in the dead 
list.'' It was called the petition of the gentry, mer- 
chants, and traders of London. Surely, as Johnson 
>vell said, " the voice of the public, when it calls so 
loudly for mercy^ ought to be heard 1" 

All the while paragraphs in the newspapers, in the 
same key, about "the unfortunate Doctor Dodd," 
kept up the excitement. Johnson himself wrote some 
editorial remarks in one journal, in which were some 
admirable Rambler-like arguments, the strongest of 
^hich was, " that no arbiter of life and death has ever 
oeen censured for granting the life of a criminal to 
honest and powerful solicitation." He also prepared 
^ne for Mrs. Dodd, to be laid at the feet of the 
queen. Earl Percy, then very popular with the 
people for his part in the American question, was got 
*^ present the petition. Another petition was also 
pi^pared by the same hand, to be sent up by the 
^^inmon council, which, however, he said they had 
*' mended." 

With horrors thus gathering, and the pious, out- 
ride, mourning his fate, and he himself crushed by the 
^^"^collection of that exposure in public court, it must 
*^^ve been w6eks before he could shut it out from his 
^yes. Yet the old spots were not to be changed so 
^^adily. Even in Newgate, through all that outside 
plating of grief and misery, the old macaroni metal was 
*^ niake its way through. About this time Mr. Wil- 
^^^m Woodf all received an earnest appeal from him, 
^"^^uesting a visit at the prison. Thinking that this 
^^cj reference to the insertion of some "^axagc^^ \x5l 



,.,.-^-.i>]r.ii]iv, rtn' Tii'nv s'l !w Mr. Akenuaii, tlie kc-epet"* 
of tin- ^-.uA, lu,t just 1ni,t hSiu of tlw an-ival of tii^?^ 
iii-iliT fill- oxiciilinii. Natiinilly, lie endeavom-Dd tc^*^ 
divfit tliL' jiriMiiiurh mind from so luisuitable a topic ^^S 
Ijiil till' Ducti.i- liinifd the mutU-r iiff rL'[K'Litodly,..^» 

s;iyi]i,ir, '■(), llii'V \vlll iicvt'l' liaiip me." Much re 

iii'vcil at tliis Ijiisim'hs-Iilic pi-ojviniU, the [ir'iuter ncn-eed^^' 
with idacrity, and look it Fiwaj- with him. He, hiter, — 
Mi;ri-'f4.'d a fuw alttTntions, wliii'l) \ni\- adopted. It-^ 
found it-i way t<i Mr. JlaiTTs, of Co\-ent tfarden, wherey- 
11(1 doidit, it ptrishi'd by fire, with others of greater- 
iiR'i'it, 1iut not so riirious in origin.* 

E\i.'ii from thf jjiiol we get liints of that old nn^ 
soiimliR'ss of iifi- ; and while writing those complacent 
hhnik i>anc_iryrifs of himself and his virtues, he r&- 
nnvcd a Strang*.- ajiijeal from Toplady, tlie Metho- 
dist, which is vm- significant: "Reverend Sir," it 
ran, "l>L'iii^vL' me wlien I assure you that I taie 



charncterislic to be rejected. Woodfall waa a 
we liave it ftom liim in no Itss than two llupea. 
alien, irtide " Sir Roger da Coredey," Mid 
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the liberty which I now take, neither from want 
of tenderness nor of respect/' and then he proceeds to 

recal to Doctor Dodd's mind a certain " Mrs. Q , 

whose circumstances are considerably reduced and emr 
barfiossedy ihrcmgh the unsuspecting confidence she re- 
poded in your veracity, justice, and honour^ He con- 
jures him pathetically, " by every sacred and moral 
consideration, not to depart this world without repay- 
ing as much of that iniquitous debt as you possibly 
can, I say," he goes on, "before you depart this 
world, for it is but too well understood that there is 
not a single ray of hope from any one quarter of your 
avoiding the utmost effect of that terrible sentence 
which impends." He then hinted at the Doctor^s 
supposed employment of "writing notes to Shakspeare," 
a rumour which may have arisen from his being busy 
with the " Prison Thoughts."* 

The "iniquitous debt" was clearly a breach of 
trust of some kind ; whether it was ever discharged, 
We have no means of knowing. 

Years and years before he had known Romaine, 

tlxe popular " minister," and had been assisted by him in 

his Hebrew studies. When the Doctor rose in the 

"^vorld, he told Romaine that he would be glad to 

s^e him privately at his house, but that he hoped 

^ot to be acknowledged by Romaine in public. An 

^^uaintance on such terms was naturally declined. 

"N"ow, a friend coming from Newgate, met Romaine 

xiear the Old Bailey, and they began to talk of the 

prisoner. Romaine said he was sorry to hear Dodd 

* Toplady's Works. 



wlilrii ii iii:ui ilkL' R,.i.iuiiR- wuiiM Inok on a man lik^^* 
Di,<ia, aiHt with tlic' vcrsifio.i i.^nik-mx- nf tiie '• Priwjm. 
TIi<.iij.'lLts" botuiv us, lliis swm^ ahuiit ii jurf vL-w oF 
tliL' ]irisiiiRVsstateof mind. An admiring lady friend. 
of IiiiiiiLuin.-".s siiid that the sentiment ought to be pat 
ill lotkTs of gold. 

IiiHaiiiniatoiy pamphlets were printed, addressed 
]ioi-siiiially to tlie prosecutors — ^Fletcher and Peach — 
iiiid aiiiiMLig them in mimeasured terms. One of 
tlium t'Diifhiik'd : " On the whol^ if Dodd be hanged. 
Mill nuiftt alliiw me the liberty of supplicating your 
Gml ti> rvi-L'ivi; his soul, and by a reformation in the 
iii;iiiin.'rs (if (lis survivors to render them deserving of 
His nKTi'v." 

Kt.'\ir was thc'i-e such an absorbing topic of con- 
lersatiiiii. Ho was a friend of a certain good but 
oikl Doctor ICeimedy, who was the friend of Foote, 
Stcnie, iiui! Garrick. For this gentleman Gaina- 
borough Iiml j'ainted a fine picture of a fashionable 
Black will! was then the town fcilk, and it is a slight 
c\i(!(;iici: of Dodd's power of attracting friends, that 
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Doctor Kennedy presented this picture to the Duchess 
of Queensbeny, in the hope of getting her to forward 
his friend's interests. Now, at this crisis, he exerted 
himself afresh. When the petition came to be signed? 
he went round and canvassed all his friends. In 
short, at every house the conversation came round to 
that one topic, and the tone of the conversation was to 
that one chant, "Poor Doctor Dodd."* 

Yet, those who could not reach him personally, 
contrived to reach him in another way ; and the un- 
fortunate man was persecuted by a flood of letters of 
a "most unchristian, horrid, and cruel nature," poured 
in on him without ceasing, and yet signed, " A Chris- 
tian," "A Lady," or "A Christian Brother." Officious 
zeai prompted other appeals to him "to be con- 
^©ited." The only one of this class that seems to 
^3.ve been acceptable, were the really affectionate 
appeals of Miss Bosanquet, one of his old friends 
^^d admirers, and whose letters were really kind, 
thoughtful, practical, and consolatory. 

"^ In the old Newgate Calendar is given a portrait of the Doctor as 
*^^ appeared " writing his Prison Thoughts.'' The dungeon is the trae 
^^^^ dungeon : he has on enormous fetters, and a pitcher of water is in 
^^e comer. The Doctor fared very differently. 



CIIAPTEl THE TWEIJTH. 

THE COimOT'S ABBBESS* 

FiiOAi tills time forth, lie was to be spoken of %^ 
" the unfortunate Doctor Dodd," everywhere, m coik^ 
veisations as well as in newspapers — -a title, Sir J*' 
IIa\\kins lemarks, in one of his very few just obser- 
vations, wlilcli contributed a good deal to send abroad 
a false idea of liis situation, as though he had been 
alt(»ii:etlier the victim of circumstances. The name 
filled the nir. He was the universal subject in club, 
coffee-hou^e, and drawing-room. It was mentioned 
Avith coirnuiseration. 

The to\Mi appears to have ranged itself on the two 
sides, and to have taken the question up with the 
heat and fury of partisanship. Notliing illustrates 
this better than the tone of the little Memoirs, which, 
both before and after his end, went fluttering into 
the air ; those against him conceived in a bitterly 
hostile and, considering the season, almost indecent 
spirit; tliose for him, in a smooth and exaggerated 
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panegyric, ludicrously untrue, representing his whole 
life as one growing current of virtue and charming 
piety. These were, to some extent, the justification 
of the former class, for there were numbers who 
knew how false the picture was, and that his life 
could not be twisted into that of some pious Methodist 
minister, whose good deeds and sayings were to be 
published for the edification of the faithful. As an 
instance of this oily euphuism, his success as a good 
^drawing" preacher was thus accounted for : " Hence 
4e beauty of holiness appears so enticing in a young 
Jttan, and whenever he preached the church was 
crowded." In the same fashion his early indiscre- 
tions were varnished over, or rather wholly dropped 
wit, and he appears, during the awkward season of 
Ws early London escapade, and during the time he 
was busy embodying scenes from a wild life in his 
liovel, as a sort of virtuous and overworked curate. 

It was a proof of his favour in the City, when the 
Court of Coramon Council met expressly to consider 
the propriety of petitioning for him. In this assembly 
there was about the same division of party as there 
was outside. Deputy Jones pleading his cause in a 
niost pathetic speech, showing how the good he had 
done outbalanced any evil, and introducing secreta- 
ries to the various charities as witnesses in his favour. 
Alderman Woolridge, with good sense, questioned the 
propriety of the course they were taking as quite un- 
precedented, though he added he heartily wished him 
^flipercy. To whom a Deputy Fisher ingeniously 
replied — ^taking a truly "City view" of the matter — 
that there could he no impropriety m \\ve laaXXiec, ^a 
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the forgery laws were made sanguinary purposely for 
the commercial world. Hence they, as representing 
the City of London, the very heart of conmierce^ 
might fairly ask for lenity. The petition was adopted 
finally, though with reluctance. 

This application was prepared by Johnson, though 
he afterwards seemed to complain of their having 
" mended it." * 

One of the great subjects of conversation outsidB 
was the behaviour of Lord Chesterfield. It was 
believed he could have saved his tutor; and gov 
tainly in those times, when a rich and influ^tial 
nobleman could do much that was illegal, it seemed 
likely that some method could have been found 
to check the law's progress. It is hard for tis 
to know, at this distance of time, what could have 
been done; but it has been shown that he was all 
but helpless in the matter. The public made ^^ 

* Strange to say, the City petitioners marveHoiisIy improved ^ 
composition, both in sense and force, as will be seen at a glance* ^^ 
comparing a passage or two. Johnson wrote, " and we have re^*** ^ 
to believe has executed his ministry with great fidelity and effica^^^ ^ 
which, besides the uncertainty of the assertion, is a little too gen ^^^^ 
For this the " menders" substituted the more forcible, " which in n^- \ 
instances has produced the happiest effect." Johnson wrote, " ^•^ 
he has been the first initiator, or a very earnest and active promot' 
several modes of useful charity.'* Meaning to convey with nice k 
accuracy that he had founded some charities, and forwarded ot 
which he had no share in founding. The common counciUors rem( 
the uncertainty of the disjunctive, substituting an ** and." Thej 
serted an humble '' encouraged by 3'our Majesty's well-known 
mency," substituted '* not an unworthy object of pardon" for 
unfit object," and pruned down many of Johnson's correct but dnf^ 
" thats." 
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such, allowance; and his share in the proceeding 
was long recollected. When he said, jocularly, to 
the well-known Colonel Berkeley, who had had 
several encounters on Hounslow Heath, "Berkeley, 
how long is it since you shot a highwayman ? " the 
other replied, promptly, " How long is it since you 
hung a parson ? " * Seven years later he was named 
ambassador to Madrid ; set off, and stayed nearly two 
years in the country round Marseilles, drawing his 
salary all the time. This job caused loud complaints. 
He, however, was a great favourite of the king^s, 
having "pleasing and lively manners," which, per- 
haps, he learnt from his luckless tutor. To improve 
this royal intercourse, he actually for years gave up 
his fine seat at Bretby, and took a little place near 
Windsor. He lived into the year 1815. 

On Friday, June 6, was witnessed, in the chapel 
of Newgate, a very strange spectacle, and one of a 
very tragic significance. The convicts were all 
gathered there; and from the pulpit a sermon was 
delivered to them by a clergyman who was himself 
a convict — and a condemned convict. It must have 
Wn an awful and deeply impressive sight. And 
iiideed we can conceive that nothing could have more 
height, or have been more profitable for the aban- 
doned miscellany of convicts about him, than some 
earnest words addressed to them from one who was 
addressing them, as it were, half way out of his 
grave. A truly sincere penitent would have eagerly 

* This story was told long ago by Wraxall, who had it from Colonel 
^^dey, throagh Lord Sandwich. He is now confixmfid b^ C^Vsi^ts^. 
^«kdfiy*8 don, Mr. Grantley Berkeley. 
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; but still; m mmh dark 
stiaits, it is liard to d^ seT^grely mlh hSm^ Ymf^ 
shorrly '* The Convict's Address to his Unhi^jr^ 
Bivthren" (;i melodramatic title) was published, and 

•i'lvtMlilv read. 

( I rent li(»i)es were now begun to be entertained^ 
ar.'l not witlioiit reason. At times his fate did seem 
to rest oil, lltenvlly, the turn of a card. It was 
(legated many times. The king could not make up 
Ills mind, ^^alpole represents Lord Mansfield as play- 
ing- ;i most malignant part. It was artfully put, as a 
(pk-tion between that dreadful and dangerous eft- 
tiiy, '^ the })eo|)le" and the royal power. The people 
wtie ^ro^\ini!; very daring, and this looked like 
|)re-siue. It was said, even before the judges had 
aiwii their o})inion, he had declared that the law 
.^houKl Le earned out. 

^ Jolinson began very strikingly, " You see with what confusion I 
now island before you. No more in the pulpit of instruction, but in the 
luunble seat with yourselves.'' Dodd, however, weakened it by in- 
truding a i)assage preceding it. He also added " notes" — a shape of 
his almost incorrigible vanity. Johnson was naturally proud of a com- 
jdiuient of Miss Porter's: "When I read Dr. Dodd's Sermon to the 
I'rhoners, I said Dr. Johnson could not mak^ «i.\ife\X.«t." 
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It has been popularly said that the king had de- 
clared that if he pardoned Dodd, he would have con- 
sidered that he had murdered the Perreaus — ^two 
forgers who had been executed the year before. This 
was actually imputed to Johnson, which was impro- 
bable on the face of it ; but with more likelihood was 
said by Hawkins to have appeared in a newspaper. 

It had now come to Jmie. The time was drawing 
on. The exertions were being redoubled and made 
with almost frantic ardour. In the second week of 
this month the Recorder " made his report to his Ma- 
jesty of such prisoners as were lying under sentence 
of death in Newgate — ^viz. Doctor WiUiam Dodd and 
Joseph Harris." It is a horrible testimony to the 
barbarous code of the times, that Joseph Harris's 
offence was the robbing of a stage-coach passenger of 
" two half guineas and about seven shillings^ But no 
one seems to have ever dreamt of interfering for the 
life of luckless Joseph Harris. 

On the 15th of June the privy council assembled, 
and deliberated for the last time on the case of the 
several prisoners. A final decision was at last arrived 
at : and it was to be read in the London papers of 
that evening that a warrant had been made out for 
the execution of Doctor Dodd, on Friday, the 27 th. 
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CHAPTER THE THIETEENTH. 

THE I'REHOQATmE OF MEBCT. 

There is reason to believe that it was Lord Mans — ^ 



field wlio really decided the question of Dodd's fatCi**' 
It was the popular impression, and it was, besides,.^ 
exactly the view that w^e should expect a man of sueh 
ri<:^id constitutional vioAvs as lie entertained, to take.* 
Wal])ole, too, had heard it on good authority; and 
Wraxall had been told of it bv one who was ac- 
tually ])resent at the council. Walpole had heard 
that he had " indecentlv" declared for execution be- 
fore even the judges had given judgment. The story 
went that the king had been long undecided and irre- 
solute, then had finallv turned to the Chief Justice 
and had asked his o])inion, and on finding that he was 
against mercy, had taken uj) the pen without a word 
and signed the dreadful paper.f Dodd himself had 

* Lord Campbell, in his Lives, passes over Mansfield's share in tbis 
transaction without a word of notice. 
/ In oTdiinsiry criminal cases ttiere -waa "UO it^ax ^vctvcd. «l^ed^ 
and the judge merely wrote in a coVumiv o^\io^vX.ft \Jtt^ ^faoasaf^ Txvsnfo 
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3.11 instinct of this fatal influence, and on the 11th 
of June got Johnson to address hun a pathetic letter, 
signed, "Your lordship's most humble suppliant, 
AVilliam Dodd.* This pathetic appeal had no eJBfect 
on the cold heart of the Chief Justice. 

And here in this place naturally arises the ques- 

"tion — ^whicli in those times arose and was debated 

"with such heat and eagerness — Should the king have 

spared Dodd ? Taking the case in all its bearings, 

"the temptation, the little injury that was done, his 

j>rofession and station, we may safely come to the 

oonclusion that he would have been a fit object for 

xx)yal mercy. Not but that it might have been 

forcibly argued that the bloody code of those days 

xrequired at least impartiality in its administration; 

and it must not be forgotten that the very sessions at 

^which Dodd was tried, a wretched man was sentenced 

fx> death for washing a halfpenny over to make it pass 

jfor a shilling^ and a woman to be burnt in the hand 

for assisting in the same ojBfence I 

The bloody code, as then administered, was marked 
ly indecent haste and carelessness ; frightful mistakes 
arising out of that carelessness; a cold-blooded in- 
difference in those in authority, and revolting but 

the words (not even at full length) " sua. per col." Thb little memo- 
xaadnm was all the authority the sheriff had to act on, for taking 
away a man's life. It is characteristic that at this time, in matters 
of distraint, or anything affecting the taking away of property^ the law 
actually bristled with points, and the nicest scrutiny was made into the 
question of authority. Human life was far cheaper. 

* It is in the same key as the other letters. It escaped Boswell, 
Croker, and other commentators on Johnson's wnlXn^^ «Xk!^ \% ^x\^ \.<c^ 
he found ia Arcbenboltz'B Travels. 



iMr. riiiiips, " tor 
sliillinos, lor forty shilling, for five p^md% tmmiir 
tino; (low 11 a sapling.'' A young woman of iim^e^B> 
whose liiis])aii(l had been pressed, and who had beea 
stai\i nu in consequence, took up a bit of coarse linen 
on a eonnter, and laid it down again when she was 
notieeil ; and for this was hung with her child at h€a* 
hreast. Reading of such hon'ors and not interfering, 
witli Avliat equity could the king have yielded to 
influeiitiil pressure and spare the life of the gen- 
teel ele]'i:•^nlan who had forfijed a bond of such 
laro'e amount ? 

Yet \Ne eainiot tliink there was any thought of the 
man \\j;o waslied over the shilling, and who only made 
one of tlie doomed herd who were carted away to 
Tv1)urn of ifonday mornings. The king, indeed, 
said, ^'If I pardon Dodd, I shall have murdered the 
Pen-cans'' — wealtliy traders in Dodd's own station, 
wlio liad ])ccn executed for forgerj' also, a year or 
two before.* 

* This royal argument has been often commented on as weak. But 
there is re^iUy some force in it. \i lYi^ T^asoiva Bi^'aMkaV.TSiffitCi'^ ^«Wi as 
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But the .truth was, there was a popular agita- 
tion abroad, and a sort of clamorous pressure, 
which, it being now only a few years before the re- 
volutionary times, seemed a little alarming to the 
advisers of the Crown. It was action on the part 
of ihe peopley which at that time, however constitu- 
tioual, was looked upon as dangerous. Th^e can be 
little doubt — especially considering Jjord Mansfield's 
«hare in the matt^ — that this was the motive that 
guided the issue. Something, too, must be placed to 
the account of that stubborn purpose and almost 
muHsh obstinacy of the " great George" the Third, 
which broke out in dealings with his ministers, and 
in dealings with his children; and which, perhaps, 
made him resist, because every one was appealing to 
him to give way. Exactly twenty years before an 
admiral had been hanged to " encourage the others," 
and it was now almost a pity that general criticism 
on Dodd's approaching fate could not be compressed 
into another and as happy a saying of Voltaire's. 

This, " the most amiable prerogative of the Crown," 
as Blackstone calls it, might indeed have been fairly 
exercised. It would have been gracious, for there 
W«s, as Johnson put it, a general desire that the 
Jtosoner's life should be spared. 

It was exactly the sort of case where the king migiit 

indulge himself with the luxury of f or^veness, which 

the law allows him, as to almost arbitrary privilege. 

This is the true view of this pr^ogative ; namely, its 

being a personal act of the sovereign's ; and it is m 

strong in one case as in the other, and Dodd vas spared, it '?r<i\i,ld cftt« 
tualjr iave Bomxly mn impartial air. 



fixi'rl pniri'diirc Wc cnn see what ^ 
ilistcii-rion tliis is uf tliL- "iiiniit!ile]in.T(>gntive"fTT!iiitt?<l 
to till' kiii^. Tin' ijut'stion is too long to be enters" 
nil iiciv; Imt till- Inie course would ^K to establish * 
Ciiiirt of Criiiiiniil Appeal, who would do in a leg^^ 
:Hid rvf,ndnr w:\y wluit tlie Secwtary of Stnte i * 
allinvi'il til ilci sii illegally and irregularly, and restor"^ 
to the sovi-ivi^ii tlio more limited but gracious exer"*^ 
rise of III;! old jiiiTogative. 

Tile distinction maybe illustrated by an instanc^^ 
or two. At tile sessions when Dodd was tried, wa^^ 
found i^nilty iind sentenced to death a Spaniard who^^ 
in ii tit of fi-initic jealoxisy, had stabbed his mistress,.--' 
Su])poj;inj; tile existence of a proper Coiirt of CriminaL- 
A]i]>eal, the conise would have been as follows: Had 
the evidence been circum-stantial, and there had beea 
doidits iis to «liether it supported the verdict, an 
njipcal could have been made to the Criminal Court, 
and a new trial oi-dered. Was the caae considered 
miinlci-, but yet under circumstances of some allow- 
ance, tlie appeal could have been to the ''gracious" 
feeling of the king, who might have pardoned or com- 
mnted. Thus there vfoulA \)e tvto iis^Wx. Yttwincea. 
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Thus the cases of Kirwan and Jessie Maclachlan 

would not have remained monuments of incon- 

r^ sistency in our criminal annals. If there had been 

. sach a court, the grave doubts as to the weight of 

the evidence that convicted them, might have been 

taken there, examined by skilled men familiar with the 

true tests of evidence, and accepted or rejected as 

they deserved to be. And we would not have had a 

^Id jurisdiction interposing to save the accused from 

<le€ith, by an interference utterly illogical. The whole 

lia«, in short, grown into a tribunal that is both secret 

^*id incapable (because iminstructed) — about two of 

^e worst qualities that could infect any earthly 

^^lunal. It is mere accident that has saved the ad- 

'^^^inistration of criminal justice from disgraceful en- 

^^^•tiglement. 

Suppose, in the recent case of Miiller, some really 

S^^ve evidence in his favour had been brought to 

*^^ht after his conviction — so important as to require 

^^lious investigation, yet not conclusive as to the 

lH:>int of guilt or innocence — how does this irre- 

Sxdar tribunal act? Call in the aid of the judges 

^^^lo tried the case — as was actually done. But how 

^^^« they entitled to re-try a case which should pro- 

l^^rly go to a jury I And supposing that they report 

^■Oat the evidence is of importance on the side of the 

^•cxjused, the tribunal of the Home Office will have 

Either to grant a free pardon — ^to which the convict is 

^^ot entitled — or, which it will most probably do, enter 

■*^^to a compromise with him and commute the sen- 

^^nce to penal servitude. This is, in fact, the un- 

^^^orthy device by which the system is at TjjTe^Tv\. ^«N<i^ 
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CHAPTER THE FOURTEENTH. 

LAST DAYS. 

The ijilserable wife had a room in Ludgate-hill, so 
^ to be near her husband. She came to him every 
^y. Eveiy night, after he was ordered for execution, 
ie used to write her a letter. She was a true comfort 
^ these days of horror. The house in Argyle-street 
had been seized on and ahnost wrecked under the 
bifls of sale. A gentleman who lived till lately, 
^■ecollected being present at the auction of the furni- 
ture, and found the drawing-room table piled up with 
letters, lying open there, signed by the most famous 
names of the day.* These were sold with the 
^ elegant French wines" which were such a feature 
at the Doctor^s entertainments. 

Even at this stage we see the unhappy man busy 
with what seems his old intriguing, and though his 
" Convict's Address" was said to have displeased the 
Methodists, they to the end made unusual exertions 
in his behalf. He received the religious assistance of 

* Taylor. 




;iml liuil wi-ittL-ii i.fferiiig sii 
liis piifdoii, itbtaiiie.1 thi-ouj 

I'HllCL- ..f Wales. At fVfl-j: 

lu lie grLituitoiisly affuiiiuhili 
l)if<)ietliL-lUof tli<>se"onLT. 
iit lliL' giuil, lie i.Nsscd ill ii V. 
He was full of anxit^ty to 1 
iiK.rniMjr the •■ frieii.U" iMiiw I 
tiiliiiii; ImtAvitli aiuifuniJ iiiHt; 
sjiid lie rtMil tlie whole in tlid 
tyjd tile oriiiiuiry that it wa; 
three ilays tliat lie li;i<i really 
tiiiii any hiijie — that is, from 
about the i'ritice of "Wales- 
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Ae Court, and what real chances there were of even a 

respite. This letter, which, though unfavourable, was 

to be depended on, he had sent to the condemned. 

He had worked while there was hope, and a chance of 

hope. Now there were but a few days left, and it 

was charity and true kindness to let the prisoner con- 

cmtrate his thoughts on a more suitable subject. 

Johnson had done all he could, but there was more 
required from him. It was Simday, June the 22nd, 
and the terrible day, fixed for Friday, was drawing 
on rapidly. Johnson had gone down to Streatham, and 
was sitting in the Thrale pew of the little church of 
that place, his mind perhaps wandering away to the 
miserable prisoner up in London, when a letter was 
hurriedly brought in to him, during the service, which 
he read as hurriedly, and then left the church. He 
said afterwards, humbly, that he trusted that he 
should be forgiven, if he for once deserted the service 
of God for that of man. It would be only a Pharisee 
*-and there was found such a Pharisee — ^that could 
bring him to task for such a dereliction. 

The letter was an agitated letter, written that very 

morning by the miserable prisoner, and sent down by 

express to Johnson. It is in a tone of prostration — 

almost of despair. "If his Majesty," it said, pite- 

ously, ^^ could be moved to spare me and my family 

the horrors and ignominy of a public deaihy which the 

fybUc itself is solicitous to waive, and grant me in 

some distant, silent comer of the globe, to pass the 

remainder of my days in penitence and prayer, I 

would bless his clemency and be humbled." Johnson 

went home^ and wrote a letter to tW Vaxv^ — ^^ n^^ 

written document ; but, like all the ie«X., i^\a5\^ \>^ 
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must inisunible of men applies himself to yoiir cfo- 
iiieiR y as his last liope and last refuj|e from Ite 
lioiror and ignominy of a public execution,** Andi« 
til en iorcihly alludes to "the spectacle of a clergy- 
man (lrairi;ctl through the streets to a death of in- 
famy, amidst the derision of the profligate and the 
])r()fanL'." This was skilfully adapted to appeal to 
the i\)\a\ mind.* 

AVith this letter he sent a wholesome caution, 
Avhich }'et reflects his honest sympathy and goodness 

of heart. 

'" Sir, — I most seriously enjoin you not to let it ^ 
at all kno\vn that I have written this letter, and ^^ 
return tlie copy to Mr. Allen in a cover to me. ^ 
hope I need not tell you that I wish it success. S""^* 
di) not indulge hope. Tell nobody." 

lie had interpreted truly and sagaciously the lit^^® 
.siixns of merev. 

15 ut this true and manful ally went yet furthi^^' 

^11 



* i>. 



Uoswcll, ill his incomparable Biography, has given a list of 
Johnsoirs cuntributions to tUis uniiaipvy cai^e. 
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know him to have been full of a rough, sturdy 
e, which made him always disinclined to ask 
onsl favours, especially where a poor chance of 
!ess would bring with it the mortification of a 
isal. But he did not scruple to sacrifice all per- 
al feelings. He actually brought himself to write 
application, in his own name, and signed with the 
1-known "Sam. Johnson," to Mr. Jenkinson, 
n Secretary-at-War, begging his interposition — a 
y short letter, but a very close and admirable 
ter, in which he urged the topics he had put 
ward in the newspaper article ; and it will be seen, 
a single dramatic expression, how forcibly he could 
t it. One motive he urged was that he was " the 
St clergyman of our Church who has suffered public 
ecution for immorality ; and I know not whether it 
mid not be more for the interest of religion to. bury 
ch an offender in the obscurity of perpetual exUe 
an to expose him in a cartj and on the gallows^ to 
I who, for any reason, are enemies to the clergy." 
liis was well put, in days when the cry was, that 
ere were many such enemies abroad. And he added 
it another weighty motive. " Supreme power," he 
id, " has in all ages paid some attention to the voice 
the people ; and that voice does not least deserve 
be heard when it calls out for mercy. There is 
w a very general desire that Dodd^s life should be 
ared. More is not wished; and, perhaps, this is 
t too much to be granted." 

He was naturally reluctant to make this personal 
pUcation, but he said later, that when Dodd was on 

e scaffold he would say to himself, "1 \^o\3X$^ waV 
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seem likely ; as Mr. Jenkmson (later becoming 
^il^vksbur\ ) wrote in his "polite answer^ to 
that it llc^•er reached its destination. That 
person said, he never received it ; which, howevei*' "*> 
may he read, that he never recollected receiving it. 

It was now the very last day before the execu- ^ 

tion. In the niorniny he said to the ordinary, *^Wha*^^^ 
a dreadfid day of trial was before him, as he had 
go through the parting with his wife." 

Mr. Thicknesse made his way in to visit him, i] 
the stream of " friends." Justly he says, that 
wretched man "suffered a thousand deaths" before 
died. lie found Mrs. Dodd there, delirious, and in 
fever. The j)risoner, himself, had not closed his eyes 
all night, on account of the crash of fetters being un- 
]'iveted, for the execution of some criminals in the 
moiMiing. "Every blow was a shock." He had got 
Thicknesse to go to Lord Orwell to get his signa- 
ture. I]ut that nobleman, w^ho was glad to have the 
fashionable clergyman to dinner, declined to have 
anything to do with him, now that the blight of 
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Newgate had settled on him — a truly characteristic 
trait. 

I wonder, on this occasion, did that curious passage 
in his early novel occur to him, which seems an anti- 
cipation of his own fate ? " The time for his execu- 
tion is fixed He applied to all those great 

friends .... and begged them to use all their in- 
terest in his favour. One of his friendsj more espe- 
<nally mth whom he had lived in great esteem, gave 
lim the severest shock. In answer he received the 
ioUowing letter .... ^It surprises me, that you 
Itave the confidence to make any application to me, 
^hen you well know that I am perfectly convinced you 
deserve the fate you are about to suffer J " Almost 
the answer Lord Orwell gave. 

The " friends" were still exerting themselves. As 
the interval narrowed, the expedients grew more des- 
perate. A thousand pounds were easily got together ; 
*nd, it is said, his gaoler^s fidelity was tempted with 
this large sum ; but Mr. Akerman declined it.* During 
his last days, a man hung about the gaol mth five 
hundred pounds in his pocket, seeking to gain over 
Some of the meaner ofiicials. But a yet more difiicult 
plaa was then laid out. 

There was a Mrs. Wright in London about this 

time, very cunning in wax modelling, and of some 

Imputation in that art. She told Mr. Thicknesse how 

she had actually modelled Dodd's head, and "carried 

it to him under her petticoats." The plan offered some 

favourable chances. The room was large and long. 

* Johnson and others confirm thia aloiy. 

M 



rou<. rrovemor, Mr. Akerman, who had shown 
ii;i\':it iiululgence, and relaxed the prison roles. 
tlie trutli was, the chances were too desperate 
an escape after the pattern of Lord Nithsdale, 
tliiity years before, was not to he so readily compa 
It was aeeordingly given up. 

As I luive said, a stream of friends kept pourir 
an<l j)assIno'out, comforting, planning, talking, so 
tlie unhappy man had small opening for the sei 
tliouirlit his situation required. This excitemen 
i> to Ije feared, to his very end, buoyed him up 
ilie li()])es of a reprieve — he being shut out from 
^v()l•l(l, witli powerful agencies reporting to 
o\cr\' hour hoiif thev had been at work. He 
< hocked and overwhelmed when he was told 
thei'c was in truth no hope. But in a short tim< 
recoNcred himself, and behaved with calmness. 
horrors only seemed to gather. Mrs. Dodd's sh 
'^ Elconora " had actually sunk mider the wea] 
anxict\ . Yet the friends continued to come anc 
to the very end, eager to see, to comfort, possibh 
taJk, certainly to disturb.* Those well-meant off 

* It suggests very £oidb\y V\ift\aa\.\io\a^ ol'^BJaaKt, 
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must have kept him in a perfect tmnult, and hindered 
him from getting ready for the tremendous ordeal 
before him. 

During this last day he wrote a farewell letter to 
his faithful Weedon Butler. 

" As this is the last letter you are likely ever to 
receive from me, I have taken a large sheet of paper 

. . . Oh, pray for me, my friend, in the last dread 
scene ! I am all weakness and imperfection ! May 
the Lord Jesus vouchsafe to support and strengthen my 
feeble soul. . . . On Friday, my friend, my beloved, I 
shall be no more ! Weep my sad fate, and with tender 
affection remember that you knew a man once, by 
Grod's love, the happiest that cotdd be in His blessed 
service, but who, seduced by the world and sin, 
plunged into woe as bitter as ever was experienced on 
earth. Adieu! Adieu!" 

It was now come to the Wednesday, and at mid- 
^ght of that day, perhaps the first disengaged mo- 
ment he could find, he sat down and wrote a few lines 
^ Samuel Johnson, dated June 23, midnight. 

^ Accept," it ran, " thou great and good heart, my 
lamest and fervent thanks and prayers ;" and then 
^udes pathetically to having sought his knowledge 
^t an early hour in life, " I pray to God most sin- 
^rely to bless you with the highest transports, and 
admitted, as I trust I shall be, to the realms of bliss 
^ore you, I shall hail your arrival there with trans- 
PW;, and rejoice to acknowledge that you were my 
coiiiforter, my advocate, and my friend. God be 
ever with you ! " 

That morning Johnson had sent him. t\ve io^omw% 

m2 



iui iiiiiuoriiii being about to stand the trial for etonily 
before the Supreme Judge of heaven and eafth. B^ 
comforted: your crime, morally or reli^ously coti^ 
sidered, has no very deep dye of turpitude ; it coIT- 
rupted no man's principles ; it attacked no man's lif^ 5 
it involved only a temporary and reparable injurj^* 
Of this and of all other sins you are earnestly t^ 
repent, and may GoD, who knoweth your frailty au^ 
desireth not our death, accept your repentance, fcF^ 
the sake of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

^^In requital of these well-intended offices whicS^ 
you are ]^leased so emphatically to acknowledge, \^^ 
me beg that you make in your devotions one petitior^ 
for niv eternal welfare. 

'^ I am, dear Sir, your affectionate servant, 

" Sam. Johnson." 

We almost hear these manly practical words. Let 
us think, too, how delicately he moderated his owie 
strong sentiments, without at the same time any 
delusive flatteries — for there was no one who thought 
so awfull}^ of the terrors of death and the tremendous 
re5/)Oi2sibiJities it brouglit mt\\ \t. TVv^x^ \^ <K^ea an 
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artful topic of comfort suggested in the first sentence, 
as though what was coming on Dodd was only a 
little in anticipation of what was coming on all. 

There were people who had the hardihood to bring 
Johnson to task for the charitable close of his letter. 
The criminal, on receipt of it, put it into his wife's 
hand, and charged her never to part with it ; for this 
was now his last day, and she was come to take leave 
of him. 

To the very end the stream of friends kept pouring 
in and pouring out. To the very last, hope was kept 
fluttering before his eyes. Towards night, however, 
he took the opportunity of justifying the king and 
his councillors, and called his friends to witness that 
he did not in the least blame them for the decision 
that had been arrived at, and which he was sure was 
conceived in a spirit of justice. He then lifted up 
his hands and prayed for the king. 

The well-meaning but intrusive Thicknesse found 
his way in even at this sacred moment, and de- 
scribes with much natural pathos a scene of dreadful 
anguish — ^his parting with his wife. "A situation," 
he says, " not to be described or conceived." " I 
walked up to them," he goes on, "and found their 
hands locked in each other^s, and their minds 
08 much departed as if they had both been dead* 
Plainly perceiving that they neither saw me nor one 
another, I quitted the room. At that moment," he 
adds, " I coveted sovereign power." Others who saw 
the same dreadful scene, say that she could just 
murmur, " God give me strength to bear this !" and 
iainted off into a dead swoon. Gomg\vomfc,\ia^^^^\fc 



(luc'ined a mob. 

^* Yours in great rrmeryy 

« W. D." 

Yoiu's ill trrcat misery' ! Tliis was his last day, and 
yet llie frleiuls were coming and going, distracting 
liliii witli plans. A terrible day. Outside, the exer- 
tions ^vcM^t on. Toplady, a Methodist preacher, was 
pnttiiiiv up ])ublic prayers for him ; and a Methodist 
woman actually got close np to the king^s carriage 
window and poured in a volley of imprecations for 
his inliiunanity. On this day, too, was seen a 
man — the man with the five hunch'ed pounds in his 
pocket — skulking about the gaol trying to corrupt the 
gaoler; l)ut there was no hope. But a wild scheme 
for tlie day of execution had been thought of, and 
planned. 

His friends stayed with him until very late, some 
of them comforting him with the old "common form" 
of comfort, that it was " a wretched world," and 
the like. "No, no," said the wretched prisoner, "it 
has been a a ery pleasawt world to rae !" " I respect 
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^^," said Johnson, "for thus speaking the truth." 
Sir," he said later, in his forcible way, "Dodd would 
uave given hoih his hands and both his legs to have 
mdP He was, indeed, hungering and thirsting after 
^e, and it was growing sweeter to him as it was 
growing shorter. Later the friends departed — the 
^ast night of life ended for him. He went to rest — 
and slept.* 

" Of all states upon earth none is so distracting as that of sus- 
pense : how dreadful are the long hours of expectation." Thus wrote 
doctor Dodd in his novel, many years before. 



CHAPTER THE FIFTEENTH. 

THE PEOCESSION. 

It was now tlie morning of Friday, the 27th. Wh^o 
they went to call the hapless criminal, he did not at first 
recollect what was to take place, and presently, on i*^ 
coming hack upon him, suffered the most dreadfti [ 
horror "- and agony of mind," becoming outrageously | 
vehement in his speech and looks; but, on leavil^g 
the chapel, his face was seen to exhibit the great^^ 
calnniess and composiu*e. 

Mr. Villette, who filled the dreadful office of « O^ 
dinary of Newgate," attended on him, together wi*^ 
the cha])lain of the Magdalen, Mr. Dobey. Tl*® 
friends who had been there the preceding night aJ^^ 
a]>]^eared npon this occasion ; and all moved on to tt*^ 
chapel. In the vestry they met the other criming? 
who was to suffer also — Harris, the youth convict^^ 
for the " two half sovereigns and some silver," ai^"- 
who liad attempted suicide in his cell. Him Doct^^ 
Dodd addressed ml\\ " gceat texv^'eraa%'& «xn.^ ^xsLotio^ 
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leart" on the heinousness of his offence, and begged 
•t the other clergyman might be called in to assist 
moving the heart of the poor youth. But " the 
>ctor^s words," says one who stood by, " were the 
^st pathetic and effective." All who looked on were 
eatly affected, and shed tears. 
Coming from the chapel, he prayed aloud for his 
iends ; then said to some one near him : " Now, my 
3ar friend, speculation is at an end; all must be 
sal." It was now half-past eight, and they were 
aiting for the officers. He bid his friends, who were 
1 weeping round, pray for him ; to whom they said, 
We pray more than language can utter." 
The Doctor was now gently told that he must 
bmit to being bound ; but he looked up and said, 
[ feel I am free : my freedom will be there." In 
is last act, we may accept all his behaviour as 
,tural, genuine, and untheatrical. Even the men 
ologised to him for their duty; but he thanked them 
tartily for their consideration. The miserable Harris 
is utterly overcome, and it was noticed that his 
nbs had got all distorted. 

He was offered assistance as they crossed the yard, 
it he declined it with " seeming pleasure." " No," 
5 said, " I am firm as a rock." Then they passed 
it at what was called " The Felons' Gate," through 
hich the malefactors always left the gaol to ascend 
le fatal cart. 

The deep bell of St. Sepulchre's had been booming 
at solemnly from seven o'clock. In the press-yard a 
:owd of respectable persons were waiting ; and by 
ine o^clock the unhappy Doctor, m\\i \^^ i^^"^- 



i>^wl 



It \\;is now 11 quarter past nine. From aa eirl^ 
hour all London had been astir. Tens of thousand^ • 
liad c-onie in from the country to see the sp&tacl^ 

AVltli the' lower class of A\^rkmen, "hanging days," a5 
tliey ^\clv coarsely called, even on common occasions^ 
were always taken as holidays; and customers presS- 
inii; to have orders executed hurriedly, were reminded 
of this. Anionii: the "bucks" of higher rank it had 
become a favonrite sensation. Selwyn's craze is well 
known — a taste, too, that was shared by ThomaiS 
A\ artoii tlie j)oet, and the Duke of Montagu, som^ 
of ^Nhom Foote, in his nule jocularitj'', called " Th^ 
ILniuinii, Connnittee." Among a less distinguished 
class, it Avas common to meet at "The Rainbow," irx 
Bedford-row, and notably at "The Shakspeare," to 
make u]) little })leasant parties to sit up all night and 
go and see the "hanging" next morning. A strange^ 
almost brutal, sensational fancy, but quite in keeping" 
with the savaue tone of manners of the time. 

The lia})less Doctor's last procession was about to 
begin. This, too, was another stage of the barbarity 5 



\ 
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for he was to be led along slowly a distance of three 
niiles, all through London, to Tyburn. A crowd of 
the sturdier ruffians waited round "The Felons' 
Ghate" to see him ascend his carriage, and these were 
to l)e his attendants to the end ; for they put their 
strong thews to profit, and took pride in keeping their 
place through the whole journey. 

The Doctor was allowed to go in a mourning- 
coach with four horses, a favour accorded to the 
Hiore respectable criminals.* Harris was placed in 
a cart draped with black baize. With the Doctor were 
V'illette, the Newgate ordinary, who had seen scores 
^f these ceremonials; Mr. Dobey, the clergyman; 
^^d Leapingwell, the sheriff's officer. After them 
<^€nne a hearse and four, containing a white open 
shell. Then it began to move. Even under a great 
flapped hat which he wore, his "corpse-like" ap- 
pearance was noticed by many. During this time he 
s^^arcely spoke, but kept his eyes shut, trying to medi- 
ate. The chaplain was saying prayers beside him, 
^^hen he broke out very naturally, that it was very 
hard that mankind should not be more merciful. He 



"* The Ferreans had been thus indulged, as was also Ryland the en- 
^^'arer a little later, and the Beverend Mr. Hackman, who shot Miss 
^^7. It is surprising that fioswell was not present at this execution. 
^^« had been at the Perreaus* trial and execution, and had made ao- 
^^Mdntance with the notorious Mrs. Rudd, who had figured so con- 
^I^icoously fai that affair. He was at Ryland's, and had seen many 
^^UTicts of a more common description at Tyburn. Shortly after Dodd's 
.^^ath, he actually secured a place in the mouming^coach with Hack- 
^'^^ and the dergymaD, and travelled with him all that dismal route 
^'^^ Kewgate to Tybom. This is a feature in Boswell not yet noted. 



"■ ^^>^y- 

All iiliiLig tiiat tlirw inilL's tiie M-liob of London- 
was out ill tlie sUX'ets, waiting and expectant. Ths 
aiitlioritios were scared by the poimlar feeling, anJ- 
two tiiiinsand men weit! kept drawn u]i in Hyde Park, 
ivady foi- an emergency. Every window was open tq> 
til llie rocif, and ea^r faces lilled every window, look- 
iiifl out. Tiiere was a fever of expectation and a- 
roar tjf voices. Then tlie crowds were seen coming 
— specially the stronp ruffians, who had begun their 
inarch at "Tlic Felons' Gate," heading the dismal 
l>rogress, and gathering as they came; and tie 
lugubrious mouniing-coach moving along slowly; 
and the cart behind it, on which was the other 
criminal. As it passed, a glimpse was seen of the 
wretcheil Doctor within, wliose face, of a "ghastly 
and sei>nlchriiV' paleness, struck every spectator- 
People in the fl-indows sobbed aloud. But the 
strangest effect is described to have been, when, with 
a decorous respect, ten thousand hats were swept froi^i 
ten thousand heads ; and the strange, chameleon-U^® 
change of the seething, floating mass from darkness 
to liiflU and wHteness, struck owe "wVo ■^^e, Witil>S 
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lown from above. What contributed, too, to the tragic 
effect, was the father of the other convict, who sat 
m the cart and supported his son's head on his lap, 
md whose grey hairs and streaming eyes moved every 
lieart, and, it is said, even diverted sympathy from the 
leading sufferer. 

Opposite St. Sepulchre's they stopped, according to 
old custom, to hear some solemn words from "the 
Bellman" — exactly as William Griiffith, the highway- 
man whom Doctor Dodd had convicted, had stopped 
not long before. 

Here the miserable Harris quite fainted away, so 
that water had to be brought to recover him. " The 
Bellman" then did his office, of which the other 
seemed quite insensible, and his cart moved on to give 
place to the mourning-coach, and to the wretched 
Doctor at its mndow. Nothing more touching or 
more effectual can be conceived for producing a 
fitting tone in the crowd, or even in the criminal, 
than this exhortation. This also was devised by the 
charity of Master Bobert Dowe. "The Bellman," 
stepping forward and ringing his bell, thus addrsssed 
the unhappy Doctor : 

" All good people, pray heartily unto God for these 
poor sinners, who are now going to their death, for 
whom this great bell doth toll. 

WTou that are condemned to die repent with la- 
mentable tears ; ask mercy of the Lord for the sal- 
vation of your souls though the merits, death, and 
passion of Jesus Christ, who now sits at the right 
hand of God, to make intercession for as many of 
you as penitently return unto Him« 



TIkmi tliey moved on again. At St. Gileses the 
block be'canie tremendous, and they had to stop often. 
It mii^t have been an agonising pilgrimage for tie 
chief [\cU)V, whose "coq)se-like face," says one who 
saw it, was framed, as it were, in the mouming- 
coacli window. No wonder he said that he would 
lihidly lia\ e died in the prison yard. He prayed all 
tlic way. They had actually to pass by his former 
house — tlie one in Pail-Mall, where he took in his 
irenteel pii])ils — and it affected him greatly. At last 
it all ended, and they were now at Tyburn. 

Jolnison had written an address for him, a sort of 
contrite confession, whicli A\as to have been read at 
the 0:1 Hows; 1)ut, ywing to the enormous crowds, who 
would not liave heard a word of it, it was wisely and 
decorously omitted. 

They were more than two hom's reaching the place, 
and the scene there was yet more exciting. 
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CHAPTER THE SIXTEENTH. 

TYBURN. 

From eight o'clock it had been crowded. All 

^^ house-tops that commanded a view were covered. 

•The windows were filled. The trees — and there 

^^re many trees then in Tyburnia — ^were literally 

^^^ed with human beings. Huge galleries — erected 

yy a notorious speculator, the wife of a cow- 

-^^per, and known popularly as " Mother Proctor's 

"^ews" — ^grew up the day before, like a stand at a 

"^^^^ce-course, and furnished an excellent view of the 

^iismal show. Places here brought high prices, and 

-^t; was said that at Eaxl Ferrers's execution over five 

^Trndred poimds had been cleared by the " Tyburn 

-^oxes." Others, of humbler degree, paid a shilluig for 

standing room on a cart. 

In Hogarth's plate of the Idle Apprentice's execution 

^e have the whole scene — the mourning-coach, with 

^^ chaplain's face in the window ; the loaded trees, 

^d the open country^ where f ashioiia\Aft sX^x^^X-'s. tv-Qt^r 



176 A FAMOUS FOBGEEY. 

cluster thickly; and even Mother Proctor's BoxeSj 
built of rude timber, with men at the top letting off l"*^ 
pigeons. Here are the women and their babies, the ■ 
ballad-singers selling the "Last Dying Speech,** 
printed the day before ; and the cart, shaped like 
a two-wheeled Pickford's van, with the officers in 
front. 

On the top of an unfinished house close hf 
were seen Charles Fox and the Abb6 RaynaL* 
There was much impatience, as the procession ym 
delayed. Just before it arrived — as if to throw an 
air of burlesque over the unhappy prisoner's sujEEe^ 
ings — a sow got into the enclosed space, and was 
baited after the usual fashion, its distress caunng 
roars of laughter in the crowd. 

At last, the head of the procession came in sight. 
From the loaded trees, from the carts, from die 
Tyburn Boxes, the roar of voices and excitemet*^ 
became tremendous. Sheriff Thomas led the wff^^ 
and after him the City marshals and mounted caJ^' 
stables ; then the mourning-coaches slowly debouch^^' 

Selwyn, that notorious amateur, was, strange ^ 
say, not present ; but he had friends who knew t^^ 
taste, and who furnished the fullest details. Stor^^-^' 
one of the wild, unprincipled set who were Im^ 
friends, had a good place, and observed everything^^' 
To this blase man of fashion, who thought the who^^^ 

* See ■"' Love and Madness," p. 102. Sir Herbert Croft, the auth^^' 
gives his honour for this fact. 

f This taste of Selwyn*s, for which a " morbid fancy" is too lenies^^ 
a term, was questioned seriously some years ago, but has been perfect)/' 
well established. 
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performance very insipid, we owe a sort of photograph 

of the proceedings. 

The weather had been variable all the morning, a 

strong wind being abroad, with heavy showers coming 

on every now and then. The ghastly ceremonial 

then began. Harris was speedily despatched ; then 

the mourning-coach drew up closer, and the Doctor 

descended. 

Every eye was turned on that ghastly face, seen 
tmder the heavy broad-brimmed hat, " flapped down" 
80 closely all over his face. Mr. Storer was quite 
near, and said he seemed stupid from despair ; but a 
constable, a better judge in such matters, who told 
the whole story to Lord March, said he never saw a 
man behave better.* It was told, also, how earnestly 
te prayed ; but, adds this fashionable scoffer, who 
^as writing at Almack's, and in a hurry to get to 
Baaela^, " that was in his profession." 

As he appeared on the fatal cart a heavy shower 
came down. Under the great flapped hat his eyes 
^^ never lifted, and the corpse-like face was turned 
to the groimd. He was heard praying aloud for his 
Wretched self and for his more wretched wife. The 
clergymen prayed with him; but it was noted how 
^e, Mr. Dobey, was deeply affected, while the other, 
Villette, hardened to his oflSce, was "perfectly in- 
herent and unfeeling in everything he said and 

* Serenl spectators— besides the reporters of newspapers — have left 
•cwnits of what they saw. Storer was in the " Tyburn Boxes ;** 
^^0, the fendng-master, at Mr. Langdale's, the distiller's; and 
^"chenholtz, a Prussian traveller, was at Tyburn. TYi^^ i2k!L %jsgc^ 

N 
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did." • There seems to have been no limit to th^ 
indulgence of time, and this praying, and inatrttC* 
tions, and preparation, went on for nearly an hour 9 
•so that the people grew very impatient, and wer^ 
eager for what they had come to see, to begin. 

The executioner now drew near, and put the rope 
about his neck, which he himself assisted in adjust^ 
ing ; but he still kept on his broad flapped hat and 
wig. Suddenly a gust came and blew it off, and a 
murmur went roimd as the corpse-like face was ex- 
posed to a full gaze. He was a little embarrassed^ 
but resumed his praying when it was restored to 
him. Another spectator remarked the almost piteous 
burlesque in the fitting on of the nightcap. Evea 
the tenderest, it was said, could not but be sensible of 
this impression.t 

Now at last the moment was come^ and the un- 
happy man was making his final preparations. Even 
at this awful moment everything seemed to gP 
wrong. He took off his great hat, and with it caD*® 
his wig, which the executioner gave him back, aJ^^ 
which he put on J and took off again. He then took 

* Archenholtz, who was a stranger, tells a story of this heartle^ 
ness of the orduiary. Villette worked his experiences of Dodd's 1^ 
momeDts into a pamphlet (on everj copy of which he wrote ^ 
name), which was sold enormously for his own benefit. But a mo^ 
significant act of his, was the publication, only a year before, of th* 
Newgate Calendar, with " virtuous" and " improvfaig** reflecttoOf 
attached. (See Appendix VII.) 

f Sir Herbert Croft. Though this account is thrown into the fom 
of a novel, the details may be accepted as accurate; "Every gnlnii 
in my pocket," says the writer, " would I have given that he had not 
worn a irig ; or that, wearing one, the cap had been bigger." 

t " Why he put on his wig agam," wrote Storer, " I kiow not* 
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out a cap, and tried to fit it on, but found it too 
small, and had to get aid. The truth was, the poor 
wretch scarcely knew what he was doing. A sort of 
ghastly smile was seen on his face as it was fitted to 
his head. He prayed with extraordinary intensity, 
and took leave of his friends. Just before he drew 
the cap down on his face he gave money to the execu- 
tioner, and it was remembered afterwards that he had 
whispered him very earnestly. This was thought 
to be an injunction to put him out of pain speedily, 
by hanging on his legs, and thus shorten the struggle. 
But the hurried instructions were in a verv diiBferent 
sprit. Even now, at the end, a dismal, ghastly will- 
o-the-wisp of a hope was to flutter over his dying 
agony, and he was to die with a faint and horrible 
possibility that after all he might be saved. For the 
kangman had been gained by a large bribe, and he 
Iwd adjusted the rope in some way by which it was 
kdieved it would not press so much on the throat; 
^d the Doctor had been cautioned not to stir or 
struggle if he could help it. 

The cart now moved away. For a second there 
^ au awful silence. Then there was heard a sort 
of prolonged gasp, or hissing, as of air drawn in 
between many teeth.* There was heard the sharp, 

The qaiet and perfectly genuine manner in which the London rake 
^viHqb of the whole bnsiness, as a sort of bore which he was enduring 
or the sake of his fHend, is truly characteristic. " I stayed till he 
^u eat down : and could not conceive an execution with so few inci 
^*^*' Lord March intended going, but was too late; *' though I 
°^^eve,** he adds, " from what I have heard, the Doctor would have 
"^ tery fjUkd to have waited for me." This wild company had their 
i^ttevacything. 
* ''JltiB was done bo nniversally at tbe fatal momaxit, i^aaSb \ wn 

n2 
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sudden scream of a woman, as the dark figure swung 
in the air. At such a moment how was he to think 
of those last private instructions or avoid struggling. 
After about two minutes all was over, and the hapless 
man hung motionless. 

But this was not to be the end. A sort of ghastly 
mystery was destined to wait on the end of another 
gay clergyman — ^Laurence Sterne, who lived gaily 
and died miserably, and even after death was draped 
from his grave by resurrection-men and sold for 
dissection. For Doctor Dodd, as clerical, as gay 
and almost as fashionable as Yorick, was to be^ 
another mystery. The indefatigable " friends " had 
been busy to the end, and had hope even after the 
end. 

Everything had been arranged. At Mr. Davies's, 
an undertaker in Goodge-street, a warm bath was 
kept ready, and there also was waiting John Hunter, 
the famous surgeon, who had just been attracting 
notice for some remarkable experiments for restoring 
the drowned to life.* Mr. Hawes, the founder of 
the Humane Society, who had before exerted him- 
self for Dodd, seems to have originated this idea. 
Long after wild stories went about as to the means 

persuaded the noise might have been heard at a considerable distance. 
For my own part, I detected myself, in a certain manner, accompany- 
ing his body with a motion of my own; as you have seen people 
wreathing, and twisting, and Massing themselves, after a bowl which 
they have just delivered.** — Love and Madness, 

* The whole of this account is vouched for by Button, the mathe- 
matician, who heard Hunter tell it at a sort of dub held at Slaughter's 
Coffee-house, of which Doctor Banks and Doctor Solander, and other 
men ofsdeao^ were memiban. — See NcwcoiUa MagoamM^N^V v^ 
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that had been employed to giye success to the 
attempt. It was said that a heavy weight had been 
sewn up in his clothes, to which a small cord was 
attached, so sus by some means to keep the pressure 
off the neck.* And it is perfectly certain that in- 
structions were given that his legs were not to be 
pulled. 

. Nor was there anything so wild in the idea of 
success. The pleasant Doctor Glover had earned a 
sort of celebrity in Dublin by ^restoring to life a 
criminal who had been hanged ; but who repaid the 
service by persecuting his preserver for money, al- 
leging that the hand that had given him life was boimd 
to preserve it. t But what may have suggested the 
idea more directly was a more remarkable instance 
which was seen in the Irish papers, among the circuit 
news — ^mentioned almost as a thing of course — ^where 
a man had been hung at Carlow, and being cut 
down after the usual time, had come back to con- 
sdousness. With the barbarity of the day, he was 
kept a month, brought out, and himg once more ! 

After hanging the usual time, the body was cut 
down, and given over to his friends, who had a 
iQOQming-coach waiting. J But the crowd was so 
enormous and so excited, and their curiosity so vehe- 
nient, that it was foimd impossible almost to get to 
4e coach. Even then the passage was blocked, 
^ns precious minutes, and even precious hours, 
^ere lost. The undertaker's house was far away; 

* Kewcoide MagaxtM^ vol. i. p. 18. 

t Taylor, BecoUections, i. 219. 

/ // mtB only in cases of murder that the Y>ody -wqa not ^N«ti ^"^^ 
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and when, at last, John Hunter was reached, it 
seemed quite hopeless. He worked long and pffl^ 
severingly, but fruitlessly. In the unhappy DocWs 
case everything was to f aiL* 

But the story of the attempt at restoration got 
abroad, even on the next day ; and a firm persuasion 
seized on many minds, which was kept alive long 
after, that the Doctor had been seen in foreign coun- 
tries. By one account he had been at Dunkirk ; and 
a few years later, an Aberdeen paper published a 
letter from Provence, dated July 12, 1777, which de- 
scribed the Doctor as living there happily, *^and be- 
yond the reach of his enemies." t 

Complaints were made of his body being smuggled 
away for private burial, whereas the Perreaus were 
interred openly. This sort of suspicion was the only 
foundation for such rumours. The unhappy Doctor 
was indeed dead ; and it is only to be lamented that 
the last moments of such a life should have been di^ 
turbed by such a vain ignis foMus^ the very ghost of 
a hope. 

That night his faithful friend Weedon Butler had 
him carried away down to Cowley, in Middlesex, 
where he was buried with quick lime in. the coffin, at 
the north side of the church ; where, too, the faithful 
Butler came often afterwards, and wept over his 
unhappy friend's grave. An inscription, the baldest 

* The real difficulty in these cases of suspended animation lies in 
this ; from the absence of air, the blood gets corrupted^ and the sub- 
stance of the brain injured. The popular belief is, that the mere stran- 
gulation and stoppage of air to the lungs causes death. 

f NewcasiU Magazine^ 
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and simplest that could be given, was placed over it, 
'mthout the usual "flic jacet :" 

REV. WILLIAM DODD, 

BOBN HABCH 39> 1729 ^ 

DIED JUNE 27, 1777, 

IN THE 49lH TEAS. OP HIS AGE. 

The cleik of his Bedford Chapel, who was present 
during the attempts at resuscitation, took a cast of 
tie head, and made several plaster busts, which were 
considered excellent likenesses. And on the Sunday 
tfter the Doctor^s execution, the same person invited 
attention to the suit of black he wore, which he as- 
i sored a gentleman, was the very one in which the 
I^octor died. 

The hapless wife never held up her head again. 
The verger's daughter — so tolerant, so enduring, so 
laithful to the end — dragged on a hopless life at 
flford, in Essex, "in circumstances of corporal and 
^eutal inanity," says one who knew her and relieved 
l^^ wants, until the year 1784, when she died. A 
short paragraph in the papers mentioned the fact, 
^d reminded the public that she was the relict of the 
Unfortunate Doctor Dodd," who had " suffered at 
■Tyburn a few years before." 

^iVTiich ends the history of this curious tragedy. 
•Riere is no need to sum up his character. That can 
^^ gathered sufficiently from the story that has just 
'^^en told. Or may we accept the bitter etching 
Si^en in Walpole's Journal, and which, as Doctor 
*-^oran has remarked, is not overdone : 




ttiiin tlic'ir pationt apjiftitu fo: 
list' (if their credit as a partj 
himself to tlifir party." A li 
coulil (Innv a moral — cither i' 
(■(mi 1110 ii-pl aces witli which th( 
vouikI up the written lives of 1 
then, we see, how," &c. ; or nio 
own words taken fi-oni his qn 
sons of lawless pleasure contei 
boast no more of }-oiir spcci 
obtain happiness, sure and hist 
of flattering iniquity, and Yw 
of iful honour and finn inteifr 
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I. 

EXTRACT rROM VILLETTE'S ACCOUNT. 

*^ On the morning of his death I went to him, with 
lie Eeverend Mr. Dobey, chaplain of the Magdalen, 
horn he had desired to attend him to the place of 
xecution. He appeared composed; and when I 
sked him how he had been supported, he said he had 
ad some comfortable sleep, by which he should be 
te better enabled to perform his duty. 

^As we went from his room, in our way to the 
kapel, we were joined by his friends, who had spent 
ke foregoing evening with him, and also by another 
fergyman. When we were in the vestry adjoining 
he chapel, he exhorted his fellow-sufferer, who had 
•ttempted to destroy himself, but had been prevented 
y the vigilance of the keeper. He spoke to him 
^& great tenderness and emotion oi \\ftai\,, ^tl\x^'^- 
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suffer together, Ave may go together to Heaven ! 
convorsiitiou to this poor youth was so moving 
tears Howed from the eyes of all present. 

'' When we went into tlie chapel to prayer ai 
lioly conmuinionj true contrition and warmth of 
tiou ji j)])eare(l evident in him throughout the who 
\i(e. After it was ended, he again addressed h 
to Ilaii'is in tlie most moving and persuasive m; 
and not without effect: for he declared th 
was olad he liad not made awav with himsel: 
said lie was easier, and hoped he should n( 
to lieaven. The Doctor told him how Chri; 
suffered for them ; and that he himself was a ^ 
siinier than he, as he had sinned more againsi 
and conviction, and therefore his guilt was gi 
and that, as he was confident that mercy was 
to liis soul, so he should look to Christ, and t: 
His merits. 

" He ])rayed God to bless his friends wlic 
present with him, and to give his blessing to 
brethren the clergy ; that l\e Nvovxld -^owy q 
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spirit upon them, and make them true ministers 
cf Jesus Christ, and that they might follow the 
divine precepts of their heavenly Master. Turning 
to one who stood near him, he stretched out his handj 
and said, ^Now, my dear friend, speculation is at an 
end; all must be real! what poor, ignorant beings 
we are 1 ' He prayed for the Magdalens, and wished 
they were there, to sing for him the 23rd Psalm. 

^* After he had waited some time for the officers, 
he asked what o'clock it was ? and being told that it 
was half an hour after eight, he said, ' I wish they 
were ready, for I long to be gone.' He requested of 
his friends, who were in tears about him, to pray for 
him : to which he was answered by two of them, * We 
pray more than language can utter.' He replied, * I 
believe it.' 

"At length he was summoned to go down into a 
part of the yard which is enclosed from the rest of 
the gaol, where the two unhappy convicts and the 
friends of the Doctor were alone. On his seeing two 
prisoners looking out of the windows, he went to 
them, and exhorted them so pathetically, that they 
both wept abundantly. He said once, ^I am now 
a spectacle to men, and shall soon be a spectacle to 
angels.' 

^^ Just before the sberifFs officers came with the 
halters, one who was walking with him told him that 
there was yet a little solemnity he must pass through 
before he went out. He asked, ^What is that?' 
* You will be bound.' He looked up, and said, ^Yet 
I am free ; my freedom is there,' pointing upwards. 
He bore it with Christian patience, and \>eyoTA^\\aX. 



''()]] \]\v WAV to execution he consoled himself in 
ivfie'ctiiiLi: -Aud speakinii' on Avliiit Christ had suffered 
for liini : l:nnentini»: tlie deuravitv of human nature^ 
wlildi niadt' sanixuinnry laws necessary; and said he 
couM gladly have died in the ])rison yard, as being 
Jed out to |)ul)lic exe(aition tended greatly to distress 
liini. lie desired nie to read to him the 51st Psalm, 
and also ])ointed out an admiral)le penitential prayer 
from liossel's J^risonei''s Director. lie prayed again 
for tlie kin a", and likewise for the people. 

'' AViien lie came near the street where he formerly 
dwelt, he Avas much affected, and wept. He saidj 
prohahly his tears would seem to be the effect of 
cowardice, hut it was a weakness he could not well 
hcl|): and added, he ho])ed he was going to a better 
home. 

'' \\'hen lie arrived at the gallows, he ascended the 
cart, a n< 1 sj)oke to hi> fellow-sufferer. He then prayed, 
not oi dy for liimself, but also for his wife, and the 
unfoitunate youth that suffered Avith him; and 
declared that he died in tlie true faith of the gospel 
of Christy in perfect love vwvOi eWxvV^ vdtk all man- 
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kind, and with thankfulness to his friends, he was 
launched into eternity, imploring mercy for his soul 
for the sake of the blessed Redeemer." 



n. 

The following Paper was intended to have been read by 
Mr. ViLLETTE at the Place of Execution^ but was 
omittedj as it seemed not possible to communicate the 
knowledge of it to so great a number of persons as 
were then assembled. 

*^To the words of djdng men regard has always 
been paid. I am brought here to suffer death for an 
act of fraud, of which I confess myself guilty, with 
ahame, such as my former state of life naturally pro- 
duces, and I hope with such sorrow as He, to whom 
the heart is known, will not disregard. I repent that 
1 have violated the laws by which peace and confi- 
clence are established among men ; I repent that I have 
^Ui^empted to injure my fellow-creatures ; and I repent 
that I have brought disgrace upon my order, and dis- 
credit upon my religion : but my offences against God 
oare without any name or number, and can admit only 
«f general confession and general repentance. Grant, 
.Almighty God, for the sake of Jesus Christ, that my 
xepentance, however late, however imperfect, may not 
l)e in vain ! 

" The little good that now remains in my power, is 
"to warn others against those temptations by which I 
lave been seduced. I have always sinned against 
^^nTiction ; my principles have never \ieeiv ^^<ev\\"V 



.. ^,..^, -,.... )natc to my income; expense brought 
(llstivss upon me; unci distress, importunate distress, 
iiriivd Hie to temi)oriirv fraud. 

'* For tills fraud I am to die; and I die declaring, 
in tlic most solemn manner, tliat however I have 
(le\iated from my own i)recepts, I have taught others, 
to the best of my knowledge, and with all sincerity, 
the true way to eternal lia])piness. My life, for some 
few iuilia])i)y years past, has been dreadfully erroneous; 
hut iiiji mlnisfrf/ Ikis been ahcai/s sincere. I have con- 
stantly believed, and I now leave tlie world solemnly 
avowing my conviction, that tliere is no other name 
under heaven by which we can l)e saved, but only the 
name of the Lord Jesus; and I entreat all who are 
here to join me in my last petition, that for the sake 
(»f that Lord Jesus Christ, my sins may be forgiven, 
and mv soul received into his everlastintj kingdom. 

'' William Dodd. 



'• June. 27, 1777." 
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*^* In a postscript to a friend, the author writes 
ihus : 

" I forgot to request my good friend to tell Mr. 
Hanway, that in one of my little melancholy poems, 
written in this dreary place, I have made such men- 
tion of him as I think his attention to the improve- 
ment of gaols demands : that I earnestly press him, 
as a Christian and a man, to pursue that improve- 
ment with zeal ; that much, very much is to be done ; 
and that while the state of prisons remains as it is, 
the legislature has some reason to charge itself with 
the greater part of the robberies, &c., committed. For 
the offenders for petty crimes are here hardened in 
* ainost every species of vice ; and turned out, neces- 
sary plunderers of the public, from the depravity 
of their unaltered disposition, and the deficiency of 
proper employment. I have felt much on this sub- 
ject since I have been here, and expressed something 
of it in the poem. Week the Third." 



PIECES FOUND AMONGST THE AUTHOR'S PAPERS 
IN PRISON. WITH HIS LAST PRAYER. 

I. 

THE ADMONITION. 

•™icted prisoner, whosoe'er thou art. 
To this lone room unhappily confined ; 

JBe thy first business here to search thy heart, 
And probe the deep corruptions oi t\iy ToirA\ 

o 



II. 

UEFLECTIONS (UNFINISHED). 

IFrrr, si'cliise from worldly pleasure, 
in tlil^ doleful ])l:u'e eonfiu'd, 

Conic, and let's iiu])rove the leisure, 
Mi'ditMte, inv tlioii<»:litful miud I 

>()ul alike and body sharing;, 
I low liave I the one forixot ! 

\\ lillc lor t'otlier oidv earinix, 
i.o ! in\- miserable lot ! 

Yvt the one I so much eherish, 

l)o(»niM to deatli when mv'n to life. 

Soon, |)erha])s, nuist siidv and perish, 
Dnst to dust — must end the strife! 

t'rom a techous tour returning, 

into distant foreii^n laiul. 
How mv anxious heart is burninir 

News of hoine to understand! 

***** 
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IV. 

HIS LAST PBAYER: 

Written June 27, in the night previous to his 

suffering. 

Great and glorious Lord Ood ! Thou Father of 
ircies, and God of all c(»af ort ! a poor and humble 
blican stands trembling in Thy awful presence ; and 
der the deep sense of innumerable transgressions, 
ixce dares so much as to lift up his eyes, or to saj, 
yrdy be merciful to me^ a sinner ! 
For I have sinned, oh Lord ! I have most grievously 
ned against Thee; sinned against light, against 
iviction; and by a thousand, thousand offences, 
tly provoked Hy wrath and indignation ! My ans 
\ peculiarly aggravated, and their burden more 
m ordinarily oppressive to my soul, from the sight 
1 sense I have had of Thy love, and from the high 
1 solemn obligations of my sacred character! 
But, oppressed with consciousness, and broken in 
irt under the sense of guilt, I come, oh Lord ! with 
nest prayers and tears, supplicating Thee of Thy 
rcy, to look upon me ; and forgive me for His 
K^ious merits' sake, which are infinitely more un- 
mded than even all the sins of a whole sinful 
rid ! By His cross and passion I implcnre Thee, to 
ire and to deliver me^ Lord! 
|31essed be thy m^peakable goodness^ for that woo* 
:f ul display of divine love, on which alone is my 
pe and my confidence! Thou hast invited, oh 
issed Sedeemerf the burdened %nji \£»N^A3ii&ssck^ 

o2 



.. i^mnd, in this iiwful, but mourntul 
L'vrnt ; and to contemplate at an liumble * distance 
Tliy ii:rc'at exani])le; who didst go forth, bearing Thy 
(•rns<, and en(hiriiig its shame, under the consolatory 
assurance of the joy set before Thee! 

And oil, my triiunj)liant Lord I in the moment of 
death, and in tlie last hour of conflict, suffer me not 
to want Tliine especial aid I Suffer me not to doubt 
oi' despond! But sustain me in Thy arms of love; 
and oil receixe and present faultless to Thy Father, in 
the rohe of Thy ni;liteousness, my poor and unworthy 
soul, whicli Thou hast redeemed with Thy most pre- 
cious hlood ! 

Thus conunending myself and my eternal concerns 
into Thy most faithful hands, in linn hope of a happy 
rece))tion into Thy kingdom : oh my God, hear me, 
while 1 humhly extend my su])plications for others; 
and i)ray, that Thou wouldst bless the king and all his 
family ; that Thou wouldst preserve the crown in his 
house to endless generations; and make him the 
ha])])y minister of truth, of peace, and of prosperity to 
his ])eople ! Bless that p^o;>/c', oh Lord I and shine, as 
Thoii Jiast done, with t\\e V\g\\t oi T\\^ i-ocs'Q>\3.\! ou this 
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ittle portion of Thy boundless creation. Diffuse more 
md more a spirit of Christian piety amongst all ranks 
md orders of men ; and in particnlar fill their hearts 
with universal and undissembled love — ^love to Thee, 
and love to each other ! 

Amidst the manifold mercies and blessingjjvouch- 
safed through Thy gracious influence, Thou Sove- 
reign Ruler of all hearts I to so unworthy a worm, 
during this dark day of my sorrows : enable me to 
be thankful ; and in the sincerity of heartfelt grati- 
tude to implore Thine especial blessing on all my 
beloved feUow-creatureSy who have by any means in- 
terested themselves in my preservation! May the 
prayers they have offered for me return in mercies on 
their own heads! May the sjnnpathy they have 
shown refresh and comfort their own hearts ! And 
may all their good endeavours and kindnesses be 
amply repaid by a fuU supply of Thy grace, and 
abundant assistance to them in their day of distress — 
in their most anxious hours of need I 

To the more particidar and immediate instruments 
of Thy providential love and goodness to me, oh 
vouchsafe to impart. Author of all good ! a rich supply 
of Thy choicest comforts ! Fill their hearts with Thy 
love, and their lives with Thy favour ! Guard them 
in every danger : soothe them in every sorrow : bless 
them in every laudable undertaking : restore an hun- 
dredfold all their temporal supplies to me and mine, 
and, after a course of extensive utility, advance them, 
through the merits of Jesus, to lives of eternal bliss. 

Extend, great Father of the world I TVv^ \sNSst<^ 
espedal care and kindness to my H'^ar^T ^xAtssj^sX. 



iiiuiii 111 iiiv ULUiiiiu luvy i ^^^^^m 

l)ut (>]i, my adoraLlc Lord and Hope! suffer me in 
a more ])artlcidar manner to offer up to Thy sovereign 
and m'«'('i<>ii^ <*'^i'o mv lonrr-tried and most affectionate 
wIfV ! IIusl)and of the icidotCy be Thou her support! 
Sustain and console her afflicted mind! Enable her 
A\itli patient submission to receive all Thy will: — and 
^^]l(M^ in Tliy oood time^ Thou hast perfected her for 
Tliy bh'ssc'd kingdom, unite again our happy and 
innnorral s])irits in celestial love^ as Thou hast been 
pleased to unite lis in sincere earthly affection ! Lord 
Jesus, \()U(]isafe unto lier Thy peculiar grace and 
all-suflieieut consolation ! 

If I Jiave aifif cin'inie^^ oh Tliou who diest for Tliy 

enemies, lieai' my ])rayers for them! Forgive them 

all their ill will to me, and fill their hearts with Thy 

love I An<l, oil, vouclisafe abundantly to bless and to 

s;ive all those who have either wished or done me 

evil ! Foi-iiive inCj gracious God, the wrong or injury 

1 have (lone to others ; and so forgive me my tres- 

])asses as I freely and fully forgive all those who 

"^ ha\ e in any degree trespassed against me. I de- 

siiv Thy grace to "^mY\iy \wy ?^owl from every taint 

of jjiaJevolence, and to ?v\. \a\^,\^^' ^o-xi^^V Vs^^^ \^t "^^i 
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aocieaty 4>f sfitHtM^ whose buskiess and happiness is 

Glory be to Thee, oh God ! for all the blessmgs 
Thou hast granted me from the day of my creation 
until the present hour ! I feel and adore Thy exceed- 
ing goodness in all : and in this last and closing 
affliction of my life, I acknowledge most humbly the 
yoBtice iji Thjr fadieily oorrection^ and bow my head 
with thaakf ulnefis for Thy rod ] Gtveai and good in 
9II] I adore aod magnify Thy mercy : I behold in all 
Thy love manifestly displayed ; and rejoice that I am 
at once Thy creature and Thy redeemed! 

As such, oh Lord, my Creator and Redeemer y I 
caEunit my soul into Thy faithful hands 1 Wash it 
and purify it in the blood of T?iy Son from every 
defiling stain; perfect what is wanting in it: and 
grant me, pow returning, weeping, wretched pro- 
iigal — gziuit me the lowest piace in Tliy heavenly 
house : in and for His sole^and all-sufficient merits — 

' hi 

the adorable Jesus ; who, with tibe Father and the 
tLxAj Ghost, liveth and reignetii ever one GK)d, world 
without €iid. 

Amen and amen, Lord Jesus I 



V. 



Dodd was a surprisingly voluminous writer. The 
list in "Watts's Bibliotheca" is a wonderful testi- 
mony to his industry. It should be supplemented, 
however^ hy some additional t\t\^^ gj^ea. vcl *Sc>r, 
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/. somehow obtained a copy, will be read 
with interest : 

" ]\Iy Lord, — But a few days — and the lot of the 
most unha])])y of created beings will be decided for 
e\'er I I know the weight of your lordship's opinion. 
It is that which will undoubtedly decide, whether I 
am to die an ignominious death, or drag out the rest 
of my life in dishonourable banishment. O my Lord ! 
do not refuse to hear what I in my humility dare to 
oppose to the severity of the laws. 

" I feel how frightful my crime is ; the sentence 
which condemns me is but too just : I however flatter 
myself, that, amidst all the reproaches cast against me 
on account of my crime, it will still be remembered 
how useful my charitable endeavours have been to 
tliat Axrry society which I have injured. I ask for 
nothinu: but tlie preservation of my life, a life which 
I sliall drag out in dishonour and perhaps in misery! 
Have coni})assion, my lord, on a man covered with 
infamy, without fortune, and without resource, but 
not, liowcvcr, without fear at casting his eyes towards 
the nhyss of etovnitvl 
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'^ However great that misery which will be my lot, 
yet still allow me to live. That very misery under 
which I shall languish the rest of my days, will fore- 
warn all those who were witnesses of it, to beware of 
indulging their passions, and to guard against a fatal 
vanity and a spirit of dissipation. 

^*For the last time, I conjure you, my lord, to 
sttffer me to live ; and when you see me passing from 
the frightful dungeon which now encloses me, to an 
ignominious exile, be assured that justice will be suffi- 
ciently satisfied by the sufferings of him who is, 

"My Lord, 
" Your Lordship's most humble suppliant, 

"William Dodd. 

** Newgate, Jane 11, 1777." 



vn. 



Allusion has been made in the text to the behaviour 
of Villette, the Ordinary of Newgate. The following 
curious story is told by Archenholtz : 

As my sole intention in recounting these transactions 
is to give, by an authentic recital of facts, a just 
idea of the present state of the laws of England, 
and the mode of putting them in execution, I will 
here recite an event that happened in London in the 
year 1778, and of which, to my great astonishment, I 
myself was a witness. 

i y»,.g M«, ,f ,.».y year, rf ^ ™ con. 
demned to death on the evidence of a highwajnnan, 
who accused bim of being an accom^c^* 'Sv^ ^s^tcl 



...tv. .M-ii tivasoii ao:aInst tlie sovereign, or inflame 
tlic pcoj.Ir to II revolt, it would be illegal to prevent 
liiiii. Tlicv think Immunity requires tliat such an 
;ill(\ liilloii should he permitted to one who is about 
t<» Ix' l.imi'hed out of tlie world bv a violent death. 
'J'hcrc .iir ;irtunllv a ureat nianv men, who on this 
s;i(l ncc.i^ioii exjx'iMence a certain ])leasure in commu- 
i:i<';itiiin tho-t' sentiments with which tliev are affected. 
Ii<ii<l I.<i\:il, who after tlie rebellion in Scotland 
|)( ri-hed on a scaffold, made use of this privilege. 
Ilr ({((hired that (ieoi'ixe H. had no ri^lit to the 
{•I'own, ANJiich belonged to the JVetender alone ; and 
:hI(I(mJ, it w.is with great j)leasnre that he was then 
:iI)ont to ^lu■(l his blood for the lawful sovereioni. 

"^rhc \onng man whom J have just mentioned said 
not :i word, but trend)ling with fear, sat expectant of 
the Mwfid jteriod which was to ])ut an end to his ex- 
istence. The f:ital moment at last arrives, and every^- 
thliigis prepared; when his accuser, turning towards 
Xibetle, the chiiplain of Newgate, who is obliged to 
:icconip:in\ the criminals to Tyburn, declares in the 
mo>t solemn manner that the poor young man was 
imioccwt : and tliut \\e \vv\v\ Wv.'\\ V^ vvsn-^n \>x \W ^^-N^vrit 
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of revenge to f«forieaie * story oa pnrpose to pr<«nre 
his death. This deckuratkm made ail the spectators 
Ir^nble ; but tiie ordinary, who was aocustomed to 
these kind of scenes, answered coldly, that it was jacow 
lioo late to retract. In the mean time, the pec^le 
began to mumrar, and some respectable persons 
addressed themselves to the under-shOTff, who offici- 
ated in the absence of his principal. 

He having heard nothing of the ^nfession, was 
Skbout to give the fatal si^ial ; the condnctor of the 
cart had his whip uplifted in the air, and the cries 
«id prayers of ihe unhappy wretch were still sound- 
ing in Ihe ears of the assistants, when all on a sudden 
somdbody cried, Haiti It was then represented to 
the under-sheriff how barbarous it would be to allow 
aa innooent man to perish. The emotions of this 
gentleman was equally great with his astonishment ; 
for thiB was a case entirely new, and without any 
precedent. Everybody was of opinion, that this 
young man ou^t not to be executed with the others : 
the cmd Villette alone insisted that he could not be 
saved, as the laws do not give to the officer the power 
of suspending the execution for a quarter of an hour. 
The sub-sheriff, who was acquainted with the laws, 
and fully convinced of the justice of Villette's obser- 
vaiions, was now about to perform his duty with an 
aching heart. He had almost given the fetal order, 
when the high-constable addresses him as follows : 
*^In the name of God, sir, is it possible that you can 
give your consent to the death of this guiltless per- 
son!" "What can I, what shall I do?" replied he. 
^Jf yon will dehy the execution, \ ^wSSl \s\^^xss&5 



..... i^vM.v lu the country^ it being then the height of 
Slimmer. 

Tliey tlien instantly repair to the offices of the 
secretaries of state, lioping to find some person there 
of whom tliev could receive advice; but all the clerks 
sliriio;o;tMl II]) their shoulders, saying, that the officer 
liimself ouglit to know the extent of those powers 
wliicli tlie law gave him. On this they return after 
an absence of an hour and a half, and relate the event 
of their unfortunate journey. 

The execution of the other criminals had been 
suspeiidcMJ (luring this period, and Villette now in- 
sisted on tlie under-sheriiFs giving the signal; me- 
nacing liini at the same time with a criminal process, 
and afHrniing that, if he did not execute the culprit, 
the oaoler of Newo;ate would not receive him back after 
he had l)een delivered over to the executioner. The 
higli-constable, on the other hand, asserted the con- 
trary, and did not cease to address him with the most 
mascidine and persuasive eloquence, until he agreed 
V to liis I'cquest. The eight other criminals were 
immediately hanged; and the young man, who had 
fainted with excessive ^oy, \n?i^ e"axt\e,^\>^Os.\si'^^^- 
.£rate. 
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The king, being informed of this event, extended 
his clemency that very evening to the prisoner, who, 
after having been conducted to the foot of the gibbet, 
f onnd himself in a few hours free and happy. His 
Majesty also granted a pardon to the imder-sheriff for 
having arrogated a power which he did not possess, 
and he received the praises of the whole nation for 
his boldness and humanity. To him might be ap- 

* 

To do a great right, he did a little wrong. 

They have not in England a set of men who can 
properly be styled executioners. The hangman is a 
])erson employed by the sheriff ; and he might gain 
his livelihood by any other occupation, for infamy is 
ziot there attached to his employment. It is con- 
temptible, indeed, but it is not dishonourable ; and 
tills contempt is not attached to the action of hanging, 
Tbut to the idea of its proceeding from a sordid desire 
of gain ; for, if he could procure no other person, the 
sheriff would be obliged to perform the duty himself. 
^Df this there was an instance some years since, not 
indeed in London, but in the country. The two men 
Appointed for this purpose happened to die, almost at 
^he very moment when they were about to execute 
"%heir office ; and the sheriff, not being able to procure 
^my other, nor daring to delay the day or even the 
^our of execution, was obliged to put the criminal to 
^eath with his own hands. 

The nobility in certain cases have the privileges of 
Tbdng beheaded : murderers, however, such as Lord 
IFerrers, are denied this favour. A.W\.dtvftt,^Vo\rj 
lis trade is best qualified for this o^ex^XA-OXL^Ha ^x^ar 



'^ Sii;, — It IS most liumbly represented to your 
Majesty l)y William Docld, the unhappy convict now 
Iviiiii- 111 i( lor sentence of deatli : 

'• 'I'liat William Dodd, acknowledging the justice of 
tlic sentence denounced against him, has no hope or 
retnirc l)ut in vonr Maiesty's clemency. 

'• That tlionirli to recollect or mention the useful- 
ness ol" his life, or the efficacy of his ministry, must 
(^)ver\\ helm him, in his present condition, Avith shame 
and sorrow; he yet humbly hopes, that his past 
lahonrs will not wholly he forgotten; and that the 
zeal w ith which he has exhorted others to a good life, 
tliongh it does not extenuate his crime, may mitigate 
his punishment. 

'' That debased as he is by ignominy, and distressed 
as lie is by poverty, scorned by the world, and detested 
by himself, deprived of all external comforts, and 
afHicted bv consciousness of o;uilt, he can derive no ^ 
ho])es of longer life, but that of repairing the injury 
he has done to mankind, by exhibiting an example of*^ 
shame and submission, and of expiating his sins by 
prayer and penitence. 
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^' That far this end, he humbly implores from the 

cleixieiKy of your Majesty, the eontinuaaice of a life 

legally forfeited; and of the days which, by yom^ 

gracious compassion, he may yet live, no one shall 

pass without a prayer, that your Majesty, after a long 

life of happiness and honour, may stand, at the day 

of final judgment, among the merciful that obtain 

mercy. 

" So fervently prays the most distressed and wretched 
of your Majest/s subjects, 

" William Dodd." 

" To the Queen's most excellent Majesty. 

" Madai^ — ^It is most humbly represented by Mary 
XUodd, wife of Doctor William Dodd, now lying in 
onsoa under sentence of death : 
^ ThaJb she has been the wife of this unhappy man 
than twenty-seven years, and has lived with him 
the ^eatest happiness of conjugal union, and the 
l:dghest state of conjugal confidence. 

^ That &b& has been a constant witness of his un- 

"Vvearied endeavours for public good, and his laborious 

attendance on charitable institutions. Many are the 

families whom his care has delivered from want; 

Xiuttiy are the hearts which he has freed from pain, 

swd the faces which he has cleared from sorrow. 

"That, therefore, she most humbly throws herself 

at the feet of the queen, earnestly entreating, that the 

petition of a distressed wife asking mercy for a hus- 

. iaad, may be considered as naturally soliciting the 

^XKipassicm of her Majesty ; and that, \?\igx!L \^st ^^^ 



DOCTOR DODD'S CHARITIES. 

I' From the London Chronicle,^ 

Magdalen House, Dec. 17, 1767. 

It liaviiio- Ijeeii already maturely considered, and 
I'csolvvdj tliat in order to give a stability to this 
c'li:iilt\ , it would be necessary to build a proper house, 
the ])rc'scnt dwelling being no longer in a condition 
capable of* repair for such a pui'pose, but at an ex- 
pense wliicli will render a new building far pre- 
ferable. 

:Vt a (Jeneral Court of the Governors of this 
(liai'lty held this day, it was resolved: 

1. To l)uil(l a new ^lagdalen House upon the spot 
\\ here the present house stands. 

2. That the expense of such building shall not ex- 
ceed looo/. 

3. To heiiiii such building as soon as the said sum 
of -lOOO/. shall he subscribed. 

A 111 I it was also judged, that as soon as the above 

\ resoliiti»)ns were made known, the friends to this 

clinrity would v'entv\WVG Xons^wV^ ^o ^^Ioms an under- 
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taking, every day^s experience furnishing the strongest 
evidence of its real useftdness and humanity. 

The following sums have been already subscribed 
for this purpose; and whatever further assistance 
may be yet given (to complete the sum), be it little 
or great, will be very acceptable, and gratefully ac- 
tnowledged. 

A List of Subscribers for building a new Magdalen 
House : 



HerMAJBSTT . ... 

The Right Hon. the Earl of Hertford, President 

Sir George Sayile, Bart., one of the Vice-Presidents 

Sir Alexander Grant, Bart., one of the Vice-Presidents 

Isaac Akerman, Esq. 

Thomas Farrar, Esq. 

John Anthony Backer, Esq. 

^ooas Hanway, Esq. 

Thomas Fletcher, Esq. 

Andrew Thompson, Esq. . 

John Barker, Esq. . 

Mrs. Barker, by ditto 

Mr. John Barker Church, by ditto 

John Dorrien, Esq. 

The Rev. William Dodd, LL.D. 

Phflip Milloway, Esq. 

John Cornwall, Esq. 

George Peters, Esq. 

Francis Lawson, Esq. . 

Mr. Timothy Lacy 

Mr. Edward de Sante 

George Adey, Esq. 

Bichard Mothall, Esq. 

Messrs. Johnson and Langley 

Ifr. Sanders Oliver . 

Joseph Skinner, Esq. 

Hr. Samuel Butler . 



£ 

300 

100 

100 

100 
50 

100 

100 
20 
52 10 
80 

100 
60 
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40 M 
50 



21 

30 
80 
20 
21 
21 
21 
21 
50 
21 
21 
21 
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J<i:;;it ti.ili Il.irii.ir'l, Ilaq. 

.Mr. Jii' hanl Salmon . . 

.) . \[. Si'-Wcl, V.-({. 

I.'<>;_ar SUj>l'-, Iv-q. . 

Ml'. ]-au<- Walker 

Mr. .laiiic.-. M(jrgaii . 

Mr, Jhrmaii .M<y<T 

Mr. li'iiry A. L!in;i;kofr 

Mr. Alf.Kaiiiltr Malilstcde 

V'aii'-itlart lliuison, Ksfi- 

.Mr. W'iili.iin Sdioh-y 

I Iciiry \'ansit(arl, lls(|. 

\N'iHiaiii J'\iiU[iruT, I'>(j. . . . 

K(tl>i'rl r»aMy, l!s<(. . 

NalliMiiii'l ('a>tlot(iii, l^s<i. 

Tcltr ( Jaii-^-^iMi, V.^{\. . 

Mil:!,!- rhi!ii> Stui,h<>i»\ Uif J})'. Ihultl . 

TluMuas (i»Mirri-v, V.<i[., by Mr. liarkor 
John prime, l-^'j- 

.i,,s,-ili ( hai'lin llaukoy, Ksti-, liy Mr. Skinner 
Siiu.irv r«M-.Mis !>y the liamU of ^Ir. de Sante 
Ki'.Ui's r.iwnli'V. V.>(\., by Pr. Dodd 
,1 anir^ (iMiiuiU'^iiam, l's(). . . 

.steih.n I vi>r iixdiu, V.>^\., by Mr. ^langlos 

.1 .'Ini Pi. k. r-.|.. by diltv^ 

riir \:\..\\[ lieu. Sir IMward Uawke 
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£ e. d. 


Rickards, Esq. 




25 


Edward Freeman, Esq. 




50 


Watson, junior, Esq. . 




21 


ranees Oonniogsbj 




100 


I Dayidflon, Esq. 




25 


• • 




20 


jht Hon. Lord Orwell , 




20 


. . 




110 


t Hanway, Eeq. 




5 5 


raham Winterbottom 




5 5 


rant, Esq. 




10 10 


yase Davidsoa, Esq. 




10 10 


leman mnknown, by Mr. Winterbottom 


20 


ice the Archbishop of Canterbury 


10 10 


a Flower, Esq. 


. 1 . 


20 


lagrave, Esq. . 


• 


. 10 10 


Biscoe, Esq. 


• • 


10 


ni, by Mr. Hanway 


• t 


100 


rge Pocock 


• • 


. 20 


anm Perrott . 


0f 


. 31 10 


Hornby, Esq. 


• • 


25 


by Mr. Milloway 


• 


5 5 


rten Kockcliffe 


• 


5 5 


Vyville 


# 


2 2 


rberden 


• • 


5 5 


homas Harvey 


• 


, 20 


Roflfey, Esq. 


■ • 


. 52 10 


nn Cottesworth 


• 


. 20 


ce Sulivan, Esq. 


• • 


. 31 10 ,0 


Prescot, Esq. 


• 


. 21 



criptions are received by the treasiirer, Kobert 
Yy Esq., and by the following bankers : — Sir 
J Asgill, Nightingale and Wickenden, Messrs. 
r^ Lee and Son, Messrs. Brown and Collison, 
, Martins, Stone and Blackwell, Messrs. Roffey, 
Tames and Fordyce, Messrs. BoYAieto, "^«cAa\. 

p2 



The rejider will observe the name of "Master 
riiilij> Stanliope," l)y Doctor Dodcl, for the large sub- 
scrljjtion of twenty gmneas ; also that of Lord Orwell, 
and of Mr. Akennan. 



Society foi* the Discliarfre and Relief of Persons im— 
juM'-oiu'd for Small Debts : 

Craven-street, Strand, July 20, 1774. 

r.oiiofactioiis as by the last report 

lU'iufuctions received since, viz. : 
S. W. .... 

('. 15,, second benefaction 
('. 1),, value of two light moidorea . 

5292 6 7 
Sin( (' the last advertisement the Society have re- 
leased G7 prisoners, amounting in all to 2059 
(most of whom are useful manufacturers with 
I.irge families), for the sum of . . 528G 7 7 



£ s. 

. 5286 5 


d. 
7 


2 2 

1 11 

2 7 



6 
6 



IJalancc in hand . . . , 5 19 

From tlie al)ove state of accounts, the public wilU 
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see how small is the balance left in the treasurer's 
liands, exclusive of the annual benefactions, which 
have been very lately advertised. Depending, how- 
ever, on the aid of the generous public, and finding 
from a variety of applications, and frequent careful 
inquiries on the subject, that many distressed prisoners, 
though entitled to reUef by the present Insolvent Act, 
are incapable of paying the fees and expenses neces- 
sary on that occasion ; the Society have ordered near 
two hundred persons to be discharged, in the regular 
course of business, and as expeditiously as possible. 
Many other prisoners whose circumstances do not 
come within the intention of the Act, and who are in 
great distress, wait for relief, and will be discharged 
so soon as the charity's finances will allow. 

Benefactions continue to be received at No. 7, 
Cravennstreet, Strand; also at the Thatched House 
Tavern, in St. James's-street ; by Mr. Leacrof t, book- 
seller at Oharing-Oross ; and at the following bankers, 
'^. : Messrs. Dorrien, Kucker and Carleton, in Finch- 
l^Uie, OomhiU; Messrs. Hoares, in Fleet-street; 
■^^essrs. Biddulph and Cocks, at Charing-Cross ; the 
London Exchange Banking Company, in St. James's- 
street; Messrs. Fullers, and Messrs. Lowry and Co., 
^ Xombard-street. 



I)octor Dodd's programme for reforming young f e- 
^*^e8 may be also given here; but its tone leaves a 
^^^ty disagreeable impression, and is quite in the key 
^* his noveJ^ "The Sisters." 



iiir i;ui<i;il)K' uiKleTtiikin^, to which every member of 
the cnimnuiiity must wish success, and be glad to 
r()iiti"iI»Htr all tlu» aid In his ])ower. 

1 am, Sii', your constant reader, 

T. G. 

liniir!.,!!. A]iril 1!), 1758. 

lNT!;o|)[J( TIOX TO A TLAX FOR TRESERVING AND 

Ki:roKMiNc; youxo females, etc. 



To siiiootlR' the ruiTiA'c'd ])row of affliction, to soften 
the s('\ rvr strokes ol' cahunity, to idleviate the soiTOWS, 
aii<l |un\i(lr kindly renu'dies for tlie miseries of our 
relI()\\-< rr.'ituivs, nnist l)e n('kn(»v,kHlged undertakings 
hiiihiv ANoi'tliy of man, becoming his natm'e, befitting 
his phirc, honourable to Jiimself, and acceptable to his 
Ood. 

It is pk'asing to observe in our nation, famed for its 
hunKinity, luid justly esteemed for its generosity and 
bonevolnu'c, so many great and pubhc w^orks dedi- 
cmUmI to this good end; and in om' metropolis espe- 
cially, so many noble buildings, rising with their 
nwfni battlements to heaven, and bearing on their 
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speaking fronts, " sacred to God, to man, lo charity, 
to humanity." 

Here the naked are clothed, the hungry fed, the 
rick, the wounded^ the maimed are visited and reheved, 
helpless innocents rescued from death and from dis- 
tress ; as helpless mothers in the sad moments of their 
luaguish comforted and supported, wretched widows 
made to sing for joy, deserted orphans sheltered and 
protected, ignorance instructed, and the strong basis 
for present aad future happiness laid in young and 
Waxen minds. And it deserves- serious notice arid 
much congratulation, that though these beneficent 
ttixdertakings have much increased, during late years, 
jet the one is not found materially prejudicial to the 
^ixer ; the blessing of God is evidently upon all ; for 
^^y all flourish, and answer the gracious ends for 
wliich they were designed ; and no instance can be 
gi"^en of any works of this nature, sinking for want 
^ support, or languishing through deficiency of 
P^^Xjper encouragement ; an abundant proof of the f a- 
vor^arable eye of providence upon them. 

Yet though every kind of sufferer seems thus pro- 
^^<ied with a kindly relief, one species there is which 
**^^ watchful eye of public benevolence hath hitherto 
^^'^^rkwked, whose circumstances nevertheless demand 
^U. our compassion, and have a just claim to the , 
*^^iidefe»t regard. These are those unhappy women, 
^^'lioxa one false and fatal step hath plunged in all the 
^•^Saeries of prostitution, and left them no return 
^<>Qoi shamey from sorrow, from diseases, and from 

Deluded^ peubspe, in the very fta\vet ^ ^"evt ^^tsScl^ 



P'or who shall receive the ruined outcast ? Or what 
asvhim can she find to hide her wretched head? "The 
woi'ld is not her friend, nor the world's law." Shame 
and pride, the two strongest passions of the mind, 
prevent a retiu'n to those friends, where she is very 
doubtful either of pardon or reception : lost character 
forbids admittance under any roof ; for who, of the 
austere and rigid virtuous, will receive or countenance 
a shameless prostitute? Want and hunger pinch 
hard; opportunity, too commodious, alas! presents 
itself ; again she plunges into the same dire mischiefs, 
becomes a slave to lust, and the worse than savage 
t}Tanny of bawds and panders. Her -wretched situa- 
tion compels her to the use of intoxicating liquors, 
that she may destroy all reflection, and be enabled 
wholly to forget herself ; her body, late so fair and 
beautiful, becomes offensive through loathsome dis- 
eases : cast out from every dwelling, she languishes 
in extreme distress, and foul corruption making every 
limb its prey; her mind meanwhile no less corrupted, 
she dies in all the bitterness of anguish here, to enter 
oiiJy on a scene of \)i.llet axv^\^\\^x^2i\Kt\ 
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But, how faint this sketch, how imperfect this 
draught to set forth the miseries of the numberless 
unhappy sufferers of this sort who crowd our streets, 
and nightly are sent out, poor vagabonds, to entice 
and betray the unwary and unwise, that seek for 
pleasure where it is never to be found — 

-Not in the bought smiles 



Of harlots loveless, joyless, nnindear*d ; 
Casual fruition. — Milton. 

— and that hope for joy from these, who know no joy, 
yielding to the lust of others, merely for a horrid 
maintenance, and to whom, for a few vile pence, every 
man is equally acceptable ! 

And yet each one of these have had tender parents, 

affectionate friends ; each of these have been objects 

of those parents' cares and wishes, their fond eyes 

have viewed with delight their infant beauties ; their 

fond hearts have planned imaginary pleasures, and 

noted with transport their innocent and promising 

endearments. Can, then, any parent's eye look other- 

mse than with f eehng compassion on these unhappy 

objects ; so young, so wretched ? Can any parent's 

ieart do other than bleed and sympathise with the 

^flBicted parents of such ruined daughters ? Can any 

parent refuse his utmost endeavours, to prevent, as 

^^^ as may be, so dreadful evils, to restore and retrieve 

s^ch daughters; to preserve other daughters from 

^^ch ruin, other parents from such a6Eliction ! 

But not as parents only, as fellow-creatures, we 
*^^ enough in their piteous case to call forth all our 
^^Tnpassion, and to cause the exertion of our utmost 
^fforte on their behalf. To see tYieir \i^aa\As;&^i'twca. 
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whence their social life deriyes so mach of itetflOr 
forty prostituted to the vilest purposes, and abftfol 
by the foulest lust; to see them^ langoidiiil 
decaying^ ^3^^ before these beauties are in thfll 
bloom ; to see those beauties wholly wiped out iii 
defaced by nauseating diseases; and thej of latoH 
fair^ now so filtliy and disgusting, that their onoe 
most jovial lovers behold them with horror. What 
mind on the reflection, but must be filled with gloon^ 
sadness, and a generous distress, but must lanifini 
their fate, but would rejoice to have preserved, or to 
rescue them from it? 

But when from the beauties of the body w© 0€»* 
sider the sad havoc made at the same time with the 
noble rational mind, when we consider their sooh^ ai 
men, much more when we consider them as Christians, 
compassion, humanity, and duty, all call upon us on 
then* behalf. The soft and pleasing tenderness of the 
sex, their amiable converse, their chaste and modest 
cheerfulness, serve, above all things, to make life's 
imeven path smooth and easy, to lighten the bnrdcsi 
of care, and soften the frowns of anxiety. But to 
hear from their lips hoarse and direful curses, torrents 
of unclean and shameful lasciviousness, sad proofs of 
their minds' total overthrow; how doth it at once 
disgust and pain ; what a mournful evidence is it 
of their abandoned profligacy; and how should it 
quicken us, if possible, to remove that disease also, 
lest the soul, totally absorbed, perish with the body, 
and both be lost, eternally lost and undone I 

Moved by considerations of this sort, and by a 
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t&'Kider regard to the welfare of their fellow-creatures, 

It xs resolved, bj some gentlemen, to attempt a cure 

icar these erils, and to provide an asylum for these 

suidSerers^ trvlj deserving every man's compassion: 

tb.£U when influenced by whatever motive, whether 

from the body or mind, they are de^rous to redeem 

th^emselveft from their unhappy crimes and situation, 

tki^y may have a place to fly to, ^ safe shelter to 

VBoeive them from the storm. And it is not doubted 

bi:rt every member of the society (to whom these pow 

objects became a fatal mdsance, by being thus let out 

lightly in swarms to min and decoy) will unite their 

v^XBost endeavours to promote the charitable under- 

talsing* The concurrence of all parents is naturally 

^Kpected: when they view their own daughters, let 

ft^^m leani to pity these, and to yearn on their behalf. 

<^-xid for the gay and gallant, there can be no reascm 

*^> sappese they will be backward to promote so bene- 

^^eat a design ; whereby they will be empowered to 

''Uike sc«fte little restitution, and to pay a debt of 

^tifconr and of duty, for the injuries, they may have 

°v>cni^t on sooifi of these unhappy objects.* And all 

^^^rietiiiDS, in general, viewing the example of their 

S^^at lord and master, who came to seek and to save 

^^)4it wMdn was lost, will readily^ we are persuaded, join 

Wml and hand, and rejoice to be instrument^ m a 

^fBtk, calcukted, by God's blessing, to bring many 

^^^mers to repentance* 

^ Hay I be permitted to hint, over and above the motives Mr. Dodd 
^^Cgests, an additional one to these gentlemen, which is, " the advan- 
'•lie they hare ever the women in le^wet of this crime.*^ 
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iiuu families of the lower class of people 
and about this city, uniiistructecl and profligate soni 
grow 11 1 ) a nuisance to the community, and commenci 
thieves and robbers ; so the daughters, no less ign 
rant and uninstructed, and exposed to mnumerabl 
evils, o\errun tlie streets, desperately abandoned, an<i3 
even at an age, ^'ery frequently, when their minds 
are scarce capable of consideration. 

To preserx e the boys a late laudable plan hath beex^ 
pro})Osed, and ha])pily executed. To preserve th.^ 
girls, aiul render them no less useful in then* station^ 
to keep them from early prostitution, and early deaths 
and tlius to do them and the community signal service 
— it is proposed, that a house be provided, consisting 
of two parts, calculated at once for preservation and 
reformation : the first, the preservatory, for the pre- 
servation of such vouno; mrls as shall be determined 
on, and whose circumstances in life would probably 
lead them to prostitution : the second, the reformatory? 
for the reception of such, as have been prostituted, 
and are desirous to repent and reform, &c. See the 
Plans, London Chronicle, p. 149, and p. 348. 
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TVxis suspiciom document suggests the stoiy that 
^eot round the papers after his death, of his having 
once established a house at Bromley, in Kent, for 
**ieniale boarders, ladies of small fortunes, who were 
dfldrous of being introduced into poUte life . . . that 
* coach was kept in the family, and every elegant 
accommodation that could be required." The scheme 
•Dswered tolerably weU at first, but, adds the account, 
*the sequel of this narrative we wish could be more 
&vom^ble in the Doctor^s behalf." Some sort of 
^»ikmdre took place, and the establishment was 
broken up. 



X. 

Histories of the TSte-k-T^te annexed ; or, Memoirs of 
Sir Simony Scruple and the Subtle Sinner. (From 
one of the Monthly Magazines, No. 37, 38.) 

The period is again arrived, when, agreeable to our 
promise, we must use our utmost endeavours to re- 
claim four-and-twenty very polite people, whom we 
have introduced to our readers in the course of this year 
as TSte-a-T^tes. We should not be under any appre- 
hensions of not accomplishing our design, had we only 
to do with the ladies, when we have such a source of 
persuasive rhetoric at hand, never yet known to fail the 
learned, agreeable, insinuating* Sir Simony Scruple ; 

* He that has taken his degree at the uniyersity is, in the academical 
style, called Dominns, and in common language was heretofore termed 



.., v>c «i.; not intend any one pair shall be legally 
iniit< <lj without payinrr the just fees, agreeable to their 
.station, that Sir Simonv will refuse his clerical 
as>i-taiicr to join in wedlock a dozen couple who 
lia\ i- ^t raved out of the i)ale of matrimony ; and in this 
|)''i'siia^ioii we think ourselves pecuharly happy iu 
haviiiii; an o[)])ortunity of reconnnending a gentleman 
of ^Ir. Scru])le"s elegant appearance and address, 
ii])oii so huidahle an occasion. 

it may ai)i)ear somewhat sinmilar to many of our 
readers, tliat tliis gentleman, after having completed 
his e(hicatioii at the university, should give the pre- 
ference to tlie ])ursuits of the law, rather than the 
vocation of the gos])el ; but it should be remembered 
that he was at this time a young man, miexperienced 
in the world, hnrried away by turbident passions, and 
bewildered by the modish pastimes and ix)lite amuse- 

Sir. This was not always a -word of contempt ; the graduates assumed 
it in tlR'ir own writing.s ; so Ircvisa the historian writes himself Syr 
John Trevisa. — Johnson. Witli how much more propriety may thi* 
be applied to our hero, who husj/fdicia/nt/i/ ([uitted the profane study of 
the law, lor the i)ure dictates of the gospel! 
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meaats which sarround this great capital; in a word, 
lie had not had at this lime any other call than that 
(rf natiu>e, to prompt him to action ; and without pro- 
perly ^fleeting upon the sin and danger of a life of 
gaiety and dissipation, lie gave in to the fashionable 
eceors so common in youth, and indeed so Uttle 
exploded by age. 

He took chambers in the Temple, and began to 
study Coke upon Littleton, with as much attention as 
is geaerally bestowed by the students of Greorge's and 
Nando's. He usaally breakfasted at the cofFee-house, 
dined at the tavern, took a slice of the play in the pit, 
sopped in a convivial manner in the garden, and the 
next mommg left the dry discussions of John Nokes 
and Thomas Styles to barristers of fifty, and Serjeants 
past dieir grand climacteric. A Templer of taste and 
genius considers the study of the law as only a decent 
apology for having chambers in the Temple, so instru- 
mental in conducting an intrigue with delicacy, and 
comuting an alderman, without prejudicing his lady's 
reputation. Tins is a science pursued with infinite 
more labour and industry in this seminary of juris- 
pmdence, than in any spot of the same extent under 
4e sun. The seraglios of the East may be filled 
i^ith confined sultanas; but in this land of lib^iy 
ft^ egrees and regress is allowed every female 
^^Voted to Venus, who pays her devotion in this 
"*^emple, so immediately consecrated to that goddess, 
^*id where the numbers are at least equal to those of 
^he Grand Signior^s harem. 

Mr. Scruple, whose conscience at this time was not 



cuiniiion parent. To aver the truth, few fellow- 
students had more intrigues upon their hands than 
yoniiii; Scruple : Simony had almost a constant levee 
and .succession of beauties, from the Honourable Mrs. 

D down to Betty L , his sempstress ; and he 

timed his appointments so ^vell, and was so happily 
calculated for prosecuting his business, that no one 
of his lumierous mistresses ever suspected she had a 
rival. 

In this round of pleasure and dissipation our hero 
moved for near five years, without any alloy, or one 
single pang of conscience intruding upon the fehcity 
of his hours. His vanity was, indeed, gratified on 
ever\' side ; for whilst the ladies admired him for the 
elegance and symmetry of his person, the wits and 
critics paid the highest encomiums on his taste and 
judgment : he was courted by living authors for his 
profound knowledge of the dead; and the dramatic 
writers curried his favour, that the Bedford and 
George's might not receive the first lash of literary 
(/ Ji to their works iroia llcic \i\:^^th of Scruple. 



APPENDIX. 225 

'^en the time approached of his being called to 
ttie\>ar, he began to find that he had made very little 
Ingress in the law ; and that in all probability he 
^uld, from his ignorance in the science, not only 
JDake a very contemptible figure in the court of 
tangos Bench, but that more likely his practice would 
Hot defray the expense of coach-hire, even in the 
usual party quarrS during term time. His patrimony, 
which was originally not considerable, he had greatly 
diminished, and the residue of it would scarcely 
support him a twelvemonth in his usual gaiety and 
3xpense. These considerations brought him to some 
serious reflections, and these ruminations carried him 
>ne evening to St. Dunstan's, where he heard the 
spreat Bomaine. He caught the enthusiastic fire of 
ieyotion — was from that moment a proselyte, and re- 
solved soon to be a preacher. 

Let it not astonish our readers to find, that talents 
which would starve a man in Westminster Hall, may 
make his fortune in a pulpit : the genius that forms 
an excellent pathetic preacher, may make but a very 
contemptible pleader; and yet in Scruple how easy 
the transition, from the glorious uncertainties of the 
law, to the ideal jargons of methodism ! 

We may now suppose that Mr. Simony Scruple 
has quitted his chambers in the Temple, his gallantry, 
intrigues, convivial companions, playhouse critics, and 
coffee-house politicians, and like a man new made, 
having a proper call, is regenerated into a pious 
divine. 

The reverend Sir Simony soon made himself con- 
Kpicnoi25 as a preacher : he had xnany icJJlQ^^x's*^ ^^<sol 
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iK'ss in tliis world, an well as that to come. The 
ortliodoxy of his doctrine prevailed beyond his most 
siiniriiine ex])ectations, and lie was esteemed the 
j)()litr<t nictliodist j)reaclier that ever banged a pulpit. 
In ])r()))()i*tion as his fame extended his purse increased, 
and he fonnd profit and lionom' flow in on eveiT side. 
It was at the time he had attained this zenith of 
renown that tlie affair from wdiicli he has so justly 
(iL-riwcl his title, occurred, and made him still more 
talkrd of, than his preachinp; or his doctrines. Mr. 

K., the ])atron of the living of Al kle, being em- 

haiTa>^ed in his circumstances, at the time the living 
was N'acant in 17 Go, he proposed disposing of the 
|)er})('tual advowson. A jmrchaser had agreed for it 
at tlu' ]>ri(e of eleven hundred pounds, but within 
fonrtcen days of a lapse, repented of his bargain, and 
threw u]) the agreement. In this dilemma the un- 
fortunate patron apjdied to Mr. Scruple for his 
advic-e, and it was agreed that the living should be 
])ut into the hands of some j)erson who should hold it 
for a limited time. ^Ir. Scrnple recommended ilr. 
11.,* hi> deputy and dependent, and this pious gen- 

'■' It is; with uufei'j^ned. Yi\eas\.\v^ v^c t^u ^tc^-iva-X. w« x^t-sAws^ -Oast 
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tleman *^ was^ (to tise his own words) "ready to stand 
in the gap/' Mr. K., ccMifiding in their integrity^ 
gave Mr. H. the living in the year 1764' ; from that 
tSme Mr. EL frequently applied to the two reverend 
gentlemen^ earnestly requesting them to consider and 
Compassionate his case^ either to make him satisf ao 
iion, by purchasing the advowson, or consent to a 
resignation^ as the disappointment he had met with in 
this transaction had been the ruin of him and his 
family. But so religiously bent upon justice were 
these charitable gentlemen^ that though thoroughly 
convinced of the patron's distress^ they refused to 
make him any sort of recompense, because it would 
be — Simonical ! By this legal refusal of restoring the 
living, or making any kind of acknowledgment for 
it, th^ piously possess one hundred and thirty-five 
pounds per annum, for which they paid nothing— but 
a little wholesome advice in favour of themselves. 

It was upon this occasion that Mr. Foote intro- 
duced in his ccMnedy of '^Hie Devil upon Two 
Sticks '^ that justly satirical strok^ where he says^ 
^Simony is a new devised canon of our modem 
saints, which makes it not criminal to b^ray erne's 
ttrust, and piously plunder the little property of an 
indigent man and his family." When a man has 
ooce got a good name, he may do anything with im- 
punity: we have plenty of proverbs in support of 

ttda worthj limb of Methodism it this montii fortunately united in 
vedlock to a lady, possessed not only (in the style of our news-writexs) 
of every accomplishment necessary to render the marriage state happy, 
hat to recompense the many imcommon socfed. virtoea <A hoc i^jiiQui 

q2 



Iiortiitioiis many virtues they had never before disco- 
vered in their ladies. Amonff the foremost of these 
was a reformation in point of gaming and vigils, 
wliicli hurt their constitutions, and in many had 
hitherto so greatly impaired them, that they had 
been prevented being mothers, and giving heirs to 
great titles and large estates ; an evil that had been 
in a great measure removed by the excellent precepts 
of the reverend reformer. 

yir Simony's renown in this respect reached the 
ears of the comely Subtle Sinner, Avho had been 
married to her worthy mate near tw^enty years, and 
yet their wealth was likely to devolve to a second 
cousin. This lady's husband was just returned from 
the East Indies, with an Asiatic fortune and a 
broken constitution. She resolved upon being a 
cUseiple to the justly-admired orator, and accordingly 
purchased a seat in his chapel, which she constantly 
attends every time he preaches. 

Our heroine took the earliest opportunity of giving 

Sir Simony a general in\"itation to her house, and he 

was too polite to refuse a lady's mandate. The nabob 

was not^ however, o£ feo \r^Q,\.?i\Aa ^^-^3;^i^.^^\c^^acK^ of 
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the helpmates of Sir Simon/s female disciples. He 
had his scraples as well as the divine, but they were 
of a different complexion. In vain he remonstrated 
with his good lady to dismiss their clerical guest : the 
more urgent he was against Sir Scruple's visits, the 
more firmly resolved she was to admit of them. His 
doubts, his suspicions, his jealousy, were hence in- 
creased. He communicated his apprehensions to a 
trusty valet, with whom it was concerted to watch all 
Simony's motions. A letter was intercepted from the 
Subtle Sinner to the preacher, penned in such terms 
as redoubled every alarm; and the Asiatic plumb 
resolved to inflict the punishment of an Abelard on 
Scruple if the event corroborated his guilt. Luckily 
for th^ pious teacher, the nabob was seized with a fit 
of the gout that very afternoon, which confined him 
to his room ; and the valet was troubled with some 
pious qualms, that made him refuse executing the 
commission. 

These pious qualms of the valet were in some 
degree owing to the perusal of one of his mistress's 
good books, which operated so strongly upon him 
tfiat he was convinced Sir Simony was a worthy 
pastor, who had been grossly injured by a suppositi- 
tious letter ; and resolving instantly to become one of 
his flock, he may now be seen in the front of the 
gallery, sighing and sobbing with the old ladies every 
time Scruple preaches. The blabbing valet had, how- 
ever, a few nights before his conversion, throvm out 
some hints in the company of an Irish gentleman (who 
had repaired to this metropolis to make his fortune^ 
either by the aid of the blind goddess at thft haxasds- 
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alrcidy <j:ivon tlie lady a lecture upon moral philo- 
sophy iK'fore lu'i* oxj)ecte(l master aiTived. When 
Sir Simony came lie was denied admittance, and, 
like ( a-tiiiif', in ''The Orplian," cursed the unfaithful 
>e.\ \' >r the deec'jdloi:. Tlie next <lay (after he had 
sen I io:ii"< I lU'nr llvde Park-corner) an iclaircissement 
look place. Slie vowed she thoug'lit she perceived a 
ditVeniue: and tliat, to own tlie truth, she now found 
she imi^t haA'e been ini[)osed upon, for that she £p*eatly 
])ref('iTed the usual teacliiiii;' of Sir Simony. 

It -s al)o\e four months since the Subtle Smner has 
l)een :i convert to his doctrines, and the benefit she 
has already reaped from them is incredible. She has 
not once touclied a card, or sat up after twelve during 
this period, and as her husband is now gone to Bath 
for the recovery of his health, there are great hopes, 
from Sir Scru})le's constant visits and efficacious 
exliortationsj that, in a short time, the great object of 
all her pious wishes will l)e accomplished, as she 
seems still every way capable of doing justice to pos- 
terity^ and making ameiuU ioY \1\q, llvwe lost by her 
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husband's absence. Onr engraver has communicated 
a very striking likeness of her person, which must 
convince the observer that she is of that complexion 
to profit by the orthodox labours of her worthy 
pastor. 

XI. 

The following advertisement is quite characteristic 
of the Doctor^s " sensational'' administration of the 
Magdalen charity. The deUvery of the " two tickets 
for the church" with " each ticket for the feast" is ad- 
mirable. 

MAGDALEN HOSPITAL. 

THE Anniversary Meeting of the Governors of this 
Ho^ital, wfll be held at DRAPERS' HALL, in Throgmorton- 
street, on Thnrsday, the 25Ui day of this instant April, after a Sermon 
to be preached at the parish church of St. George's, Hanover- square, 
before the Right Hon. the Earl of Hertfobd, President, the Vice-Pre- 
sidents, Treasurer, and the rest of the Governors, by the Rev. John 
Craven, A.M., Rector of Woolvertoo, in the county of Southaipipton, 
and chaplain to the Right Hon. the Earl of Denbigh. 

Prayers -will begin at Eleven o'clock. 
Dinner on table at half-past Three precisely. 

STVWABDf. 



Sir Robert Clayton, Bart 
Sir George PotKxdc, Kni^ of 

the Batii. 
John Shakespeare, Esq., and 

Alderman. 
The Hon. Thomas Harvey. 



John Regmer, Esq. 
Robert Salaxm, Eeq. 
Philip Stanhope, Esq. 
James Vere, Esq. 
John Wtylaoad, Esq. 
Robeart Wilaovm, Esq. 



Te Deum, Jubilate, and several new Anthenu adi^ted to the charity, 
wiU be perfarmed in the counse of the service. 

Two tickets for the diaieh wiU be delivered with each ticket f(a the 
feast. 

Tiektts for the chnrdi or feast will bt delivered to the order in 
writing of any governor by the secretary, Mr. Winte^ibottom, at No. 32, 
Thveadoeedle-street, London. 

JOtnUer tickets at 6s, each with two diiaetB for the ehvrcii may be bad 
at the iellowiBg places:-- Wa^ome's Coffee*boise, in the Court of Re*- 
quests ; Arthurs, St. James's-street ; Mount Coffee-konse, Grosvenoiw 
ttatet; Richard's CofliBe-hoiise, near Temple-bar; Batson^ John's and 
Tom'B, CombUl, 
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the >vi&lu's of those who desire to see a free and rational interpretation 

of the Scriptures. 

ADVERTISEMENT. 

H. DODD'S COMMENTARY on the BIBLE, which 

be^^'ln to be published in April, 17C5, being now far enough ad- 
vanced to enable him to ascertain the number of sheets it will contain ; 
he thinks projier to inform the subscribers and the public, that it will 
be compriscil within 190 numbers; and that a republication is going 
to be made from the beginning. The materials are great, but due care 
has been and will be taken not unnecessarily to swell the work. Those 
who are inclined to encourage this undertaking, but postponed giving 
their orders till they could know the quantity it would make, have now 
an opportunity of beginning with No. I. and being served progressively, 
either in weekly or monthly numbers. 

On Saturday, May 10, will be republished, 
Number I. of 
THE HOLY BIBLE. 
Printed on a large and beautiful type, and illustrated with a Commentary 
and practical improvements. In these are inserted the Notes and Col- 
lections of John Locke, Esq., the Rev. Daniel Waterland, D.D., the 
Right Hon. Edward Earl of Clarendon, and other learned persons. 

By WILLIAM DODD, LL.D., 
Prebendary of Brecon, and Chajdain in Ordinary to his Majesty. 
N.B. This work will be regularly republished, in both weekly and 
monthly numbers; the first will contain three large sheets, inclosed in 
blue paper, and be delivered every Saturday, jjrice Gd, and the last will 
contain twelve sheets, and will be published the first day of every 
month, and delivered with the magazines, price 2^. 

Proposals at large may be had of the proprietors, R. Davis, in Pic- 
cadilly ; J. Newbery, St. PauPs Church-yard ; L. Davis and C. Rey- 
mers, llolborn ; also of the publisher, F. Newbery, Paternoster-row ; 
\ and of all booksellers and news-carriers. 

The former publication of this y* otk is carried on as usual, and will 
be continued till the whole \s corc\\>\ft\.ev\.. 
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By the prominent position given to the following 
notices of the Doctor^s motions, it will be seen what a 
remarkable public character he was considered : 

Yesterday the Reverend Doctor Dodd preached be- 
fore their Majesties, and their Royal Highnesses the 
Dukes of Gloucester and Cumberland, at the Chapel 
Koyal, St. James's. The sword of state was carried 
to and from chapel by the Right Hon. Lord Cadogan. 

On Monday the Reverend Doctor Dodd had the 
honour to present to his Royal Highness the Prince 
of Wales a volume of sermons on the " Duties of the 
Great," which their Majesties have permitted him to 
dedicate to the Prince, and which were most graciously 
received. 

Yesterday morning the new chapel in Charlotte- 
street, near Buckingham-gate, was opened, and a 
sermon preached to a numerous audience by the 
Reverend Doctor Dodd. In the afternoon the same 
gentleman preached his farewell sermon at St. Olave, 
Hart-street, he having resigned the lectureship of that 
parish, and for which there are several candidates. 

To-morrow the Earl of Hertford, President of the 
Magdalen House, the Vice-Presidents, Treasurer, &c., 
are to meet at Charlotte Chapel, near the Queen's 
Palace, and after divine service, and a sermon by the 
Reverend Doctor Dodd, will go to St. George's-fields 
and lay the first foundation-stone of the new intended 
building for that charity, and afterwards dine at the 
London Tavern. 
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,»itliliol(l liis liaiid from tliat deed whid 
l»r(>iiLilit such severe affliction on himself, his family, 
and tVirii(l<: and therefore his own account of that 
>\ny\\ wliich lie told me soon after it came out, and 
confirnird airain a short time before he suffered, 
onLilit t<» l)e pnhlicly known. 

V\)i)\\ my expressing my snrprisc that he could 
have Mccn -o injudicious in taking so direct a line to 
prefenii'-iit, lie ex])ressed an equal surprise that I 
conM snj']).)>^e him so totally ignorant of the world, 
hnt addrd, that two women, one nearly related to 
In'in, and another (very rich) warmly attached to his 
laniilv and interest, had laid their heads together to 
snrprise him with this great ])iece of preferaient, and 
then o1)^er\e(l that the affection he bore for one, and 
the (il)liuations lie lav under to the other, detennined 
him to hear the im])utatiou of folly, rather than 
ex])ose the weakness of his two best friends. This 
was his uniform account of the matter to me, 
when that offence was recent, and since it has been 
covered hx a oTcater; nor can his enemies advance 
but orie single reason to suppose him capable of taking 
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that weak step, ue- his having taken that for which 
he suffered sanoe. Thus much I know to be true, 
that a ceitaiD rich lady (smce dead) did at times 

make Mrs. D very liberal presents, and there is 

nothing ext]:aordlnaiy in supposing that such a 
woman might agree to advance a considerable sum 
of money, in order to advance a man for whom, and 
his family, she had a most particular regard. The 
unfortunate man seemed from the first moment that 
aJBEair and the consequences became pubUc, to sink, 
and to be in the state of a poor girl, who, being 
seduced by a lover, and discarded by her friends, 
becomes a common prostitute, more from necessity 
than choice. When once a man has lost his good 
name, he loses the strongest tie to keep him a good 
man. I wish he had found mercy where mercy is to 
be found; w«re it for no other reason but that I 
know, great a« his crime was, he had suffered punish- 
ment enough before he left Newgate, for a crime 
even of a deeper dye. Ghreater criminals have been 
pardoned; greater criminals wiQ be pardoned. He 
was a great object of justice, but he was also a 
greater object of mercy. After what he had suffered 
in confinement, if he was really a believer himself, 
there cannot be a doubt but that his life would have 
be^i a more useful one to society than his death 
was an example. His address to his fellow-prisoners, 
and his resignation and composed behaviour, prove 
him to have been a Christian penitent ; and he often 
assured me, that if his life was spared, the remainder 
of it should be employed in the practice as well as 



A ii?:latk)x of the behaviour of doctor dodd 

IN NEWGATE, ETC. 

Doctor Dodd, tlioiiuli by his own confession lie had 
for some years past indulged himself in a voluptuous 
life, yet, after his confinement, lived with great tem- 
perance, according to Mr. Villette the Ordinary of 
Newgate's account ; though he might, as he himself 
said, have lived luxuriously, through the benevolence 
of his friends. 

^Ir. Villette says, that as several of the stories 
spread abroad against the Doctor came to his ears, he 
thouii:ht it incumbent on him to ask him several 
([uestions relative to the truth of them ; and that he 
answered in such a manner, as plainly evinced that 
]\i()ST of them were absolutely false, or greatly and 
inhumanly exaggerated. It is to be wished that Mr. 
Villette had expressed himself more fully and expli- 
citly on this subject. 

The Doctor employed part of his time in amending 
a Book of Devotions for the Use of Prisoners, written 
by one Rossell, as ap])ears by a letter he Avrote to the 
ordinary : 
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*^ Dear Sir,— In consequence of our conversation, 
I have perused Rossell's book* with attention. There 
is a great deal of good matter in it, but ill-digested, 
and often very ill expressed. I have been at much 
pains to reform what appeared to me erroneous, and 
to arrange what is irregular and confused. To say 
the truth, I have spent many hours in an endeavour 
to render his work more uniform, and consequently 
more useful. How far I have succeeded, I cannot 
tell ; for I freely own to you, that his multiplicity of 
chaotic matter has often so entangled and perplexed 
me, that I have been scarce master of my own ideas, 
and, I verily believe, could have composed a work on 
the subject with less trouble than it has cost me to 
revise this. And, after all, I am doubtful whether the 
upshot of the matter, in this arrangement, wiU not he 
the same with me, as with those who, under a notion 
of saving expenses, repair, add to, and reform an old 
building, which, after all, is but an old one, and in 
the end commonly turns out as expensive, though by 
no means so commodious, as one entirely new would 
have proved. Of this, however, you, sir, must be the 
best judge, whose experience on these heads is pre- 
ferable to any mere ideas of my poor brain, especially 
in its present disturbed and unsettled state. Had I 
been master of more leisure, or longer time, I think I 
could have made the book better, and more calculated 
to answer its humane design. As it is, and soUcitous 
as I am to improve every moment in my present awful 
state, you will accept what I have done as a Kttle 
tribute of my good will to you, and as a proof that I 

* A Book of DcTOtions for the Xlae ol'^x^Tiffic^. 



... ...V |,v. .v.rman(;e of your doleful but necessary ana 

important office, is, sir, the fervent prayer of 
" Your ch'ini]^ brother, 

" (In our common Lord) 

"William Dodd." 

I le was led by the flattery of his friends, before the 
order for execution amved, tliat he should find mercy. 
One of his friends had, some days before, sent him a 
conirratulatory letter upon obtaining his pardon, which 
he told liim lie heard was procured through the mter- 
cession of the IVince of Wales. His mind was, in 
consefpience, greatly agitated between hope and fear, 
so that he had a verv distressed niixht before the order 
came, and was not well prepared for the dreadful 
news. His friends began to open it to him by degrees, 
but lie ivquested them to tell him the trath at once ; for 
lie inino'ined bv their countenances how the matter was. 

r^ I. 

lie told the ordinary soon after, that he had only in- 
dulged himself for the three ])receding days with hopes 
of mere\- from what his friends had said to him : for 
that he had all alona*, even from his first entrance into 
file gaol, given \\m\se\i \\\^ v\^ 'Oi\q^V \si^\i.. Mter the 
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first shock of the ne^vi^ of his being included in the 
death warrant was subsided^ he became more com- 
posed, and his mind, in general, intent upon a prepa- 
tatioa tor death. 

Dnring his confinement he had a nmnber of letters 
sent to him from different persons, among which was 
the following letter from the Right Honourable the 
Countess of Huntingdon : 

" BEYfiBEND Sib, — ^From the first hearing of your 
unfortunate situation, I could not look for any less 
suppUes of support and comfort for you, than to Him 
who chose for our sakes to be numbered with the 
transgressors. You are master of every rational and 
scripture argument, and in this, perhaps, inferior 
to few. And I earnestly pray Gtod these may have 
their place, and their times of consolation for you. 

^^ But reason, or the wisest conclusions drawn from 
cfren truth itself, neither removes the stings of guilt, 
nor possesses the soul with that peace, which ever 
passes the best informed understanding. O no I no- 
thing but that voice of Almighty power that spoke 
from the Cross to your suffering companion there, can 
be your point now r and we all, like him, must pass 
sentence upon ourselves, and say. We indeed receive 
the due reward of our deeds. How soon the welcome 
request. Lord remember me, &c., reached the heart of 
our divine substitute f how speedy the reKef; how 
lasting and complete the comfort. The meaning of 
my prayers and tears for your grief, would have no 
other language but Go and do thou likewise. Forgive, 
and do not wonder you should &i4 loy nas^^ ^^ 
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various viu\v« ui me aiiu utfiiui, wiiiuii su uLuiutstuaieiy 
and luitiirally operate upon you, and even cause you 
to glory in tribulation. 

'' May you tlius rejoice in the truth and power of 
that reliii:ion you have so long professed and taught 
to otliers, and becoming a witness of our Sa\'iour's 
grace to sinners, be enabled to preach the best sermon 
you ever preached in your life, and to people the most 
miseraljle and ignorant of the high Christian privilege 
of salvation by the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ ! 
Should lie answer the affectionate cries of his poor 
unworthy j)co])le for you, and that arm of infinite 
consolation be stretched out for your strength and 
eternal blessedness, how little will the appendages of 
death apjK'ar, which to mere suffering nature is so 
bitter ; and how thankfully will you see Justice ani 
Mercy thus met together, and mixed in that cup, so 
severe in the eves of others ; or should the tendeir' 
com])assions of roval mercv be extended to save froirx 
the present suffering hour, yet only in life, or in th^ 
more remote event of death, this grace must be the? 
ojie cause of praise, \\\to\x^\ \ahv^ i&\\d eternity for 
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you. It is for this I would most affectionately re- 
commend you day and night. And it is to Him who 
is able to do abundantly above all we can ask or 
think; and thus I beg to remain a sympathising 
friend, and, reverend sir, 

" Your humble Servant, 

" S. Huntingdon. 

" S. Wales." 

Books of very different contents were also sent to 
him; so that he had such a collection of different 
systems of doctrine forced upon him in books and 
letters, as might, according to the ordinary's expres- 
sion, distress and perplex any human being. He was 
also visited by persons of very different sentiments 
and complexions, but always mentioned his satisfac- 
tion when visited by men of sense and piety. Among 
others, he spoke respectfully of Mr. Wesley, and like- 
wise of Mr. Romaine, who paid him a visit a short 
time before his death : from the last of these gentle- 
men he received peculiar comfort, and said that they 
parted mutually satisfied. He frequently appeared to 
iave a deep sense of his past offences ; and expressed, 
^ien he reflected upon the great love of God in the 
^^^mption of the world through Christ, his un- 
^c^xrthiness, and a great abhorrence of his ingratitude 
^W^irds Him in having deviated from Him and His 
^v-Joie precepts : this he often did with tears. He 
'^^^cjuently bemoaned his having brought such a dis- 
*^^^t>.our upon religion, and upon the sacred function ; 
*^^ declared with great emotion, that if he could wiije 
^^ the offence be had thus given, laft n^wM ^^^^S^:? 
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submit to the greatest tortures ; and would rarther die 
than return into the world again ta offend his God, 
and act inconsistent with His holy will. He oftMi ex- 
pressed his willingness to die a natural death^ but 
painful apprehensions of a public execution, attended 
with all the tragic, and yet disorderly parade, usual in 
this country. He spoke of the execution of others who 
had suffered on account of their crimes, and said he 
did not think that heroism was a proper state of mind 
for such ; humble hopet was the highest they could 
aspire to : heroism and triumph belonged to martyrs. 
He uttered frequently his thankfulness that he had 
^ijoyed so much composure of mind, health, and Gom- 
f ortable rest, free from any distressing dreuns, skvce 
his confinement, and found himself more happy after 
his detection than bef ore» He said that he esteemed 
his affliction as a fatherly correctioa from God, to 
bring him into those paths of rectitude from which 
he had for some years erred. 

The day before his execution, he exjwessed what a 
trial it would be to take a final: leave of his wife, who 
had been r^narkaJbly affectionate to hini during the 
twenty-seven years they had been married. In the 
evening of the same day, after he was ia his room,, he 
said, " Now the bitterness of death fe past." He^ then 
related that he had taken: a tender leave of his friends, 
and from his dearest friend,, his wife^ He said, "I 
was mubch afraid of thib scene, but it paissed iyy& 
much easier thaoa I could have possibly imagined, and 
Mrs. Dodd behaved on the occasion better than I ex- 
pected: we parted m those wha hope to meet againJ' 
He cfecboreid repeafkci^y, aa^y^V^^ ^^^ ^^ts^sc^^sq^ 
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lus readiness to die, and that he relied wholly and 
confidentlj on the merits of his Lord and Saviour. 
He spoke of the love of God in Christ Jesns with pe- 
ddiar energy, and with such a sense of his own un- 
warthiZ^ was a proof that he was sincere, and 
that his resignation to the execution of justice was not 
at all dissembled^ but genuine. He praised the Lord 
for the great work of redemption, by which sinners 
could be saved ; and compared the great difference 
betwe^i the death of the most renowned heathens, 
who lost all sight of their evil actions^ and that of the 
humble^ omtrite Christian, who saw at one view the 
wisdom, holiness^ and justice of Grod^ and at the same 
time His infinite love and mercy in the salvation of 
sinners by Jesus Christ. He had sometimes expressed 
his thoughts about our penal laws, that they were too 
sanguinary; that they were against not only the laws 
of God^ but of nature ; and tiaat his own case was 
hard ; that he should die for an act which he always 
declared to be wrong, but by which he never int^ided 
to injure any one individual ; and that as the public 
had forgiven him, he thought he might have been 
pardoned. But now he laid all these thoughts touch- 
ing himself ajside, though he continued to think in the 
same manner of the penal laws to his end. 

Upon, the coming in of a faithful and steady friend, 
and a clergymaoo, he said^ among other things^ ^I 
have requested of my friends to-day what I now re- 
quest also of you. It is possible that, after my death, 
some of my kind friends, who have so earnestly soli- 
cited my pardon, but in vain, and others, may charge 
the king and his councillors mt\i cn\J^\:Y> ^sv^^^^sfc'^^sac- 



uiisii Jus tnrone in righteousness; give peace m 
(lay, O Lord ; make an end of dissension, and put a 
stop to the present unnatural war. O give his coun- 
cillors wisdom, and bless them. Amen." After this, 
going to prayer, he shed many tears, and concluded 
with saying, " O Lord Jesus Christ, let a poor sinner 
yet speak unto Thee, though unworthy : O strengthen 
my faith, comfort and support me, have mercy upon 
me, and forgive me my sins, for the sake of Thy holy, 
precious blood. Amen." He said, that if the Lord 
would leave it to his choice to be now annihilated, by 
which means all would be over, or that he should die, 
and stand the chance of eternal life, or eternal misery, 
he would not give up his hope of the glorious inhe- 
ritance, no, not for ten thousand worlds. 

On the morning of his execution he appeared com- 
])oscd, and being asked how he had been supported, 
he said he had had some comfortable sleep, whereby 
he should be the better enabled to perform his duty. 
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In the curioxis Dodd miscellany belonsinff to Mr. 

the execution. One is of the Doctor " taken from life 
in Newgiate, the morning of the execution/' and re- 
presents him in a decent suit of blacky and the full- 
bottomed wig ; but in an affected and dramatic atti- 
tude. Another is far more characteristic, showing 
Dodd and Harris on the fatal cart, each attended by 
Ms clergyman, with the rows of spectators, constables, 
sheriffs, hangman, and other actors. It is excellently 
"Tawn, and, curiously "enough, the artist's name was 
Dodd. A third illustration is in the rude style peculiar 
^ chap books, and shows the Doctor swinging in 
the air, with the " eye of Providence" looking down, 
^d. Mrs. Dodd weeping at one side. 

The whole of Doctor Dodd's career, from his 
*^^^^ appearance as a preacher to his "fatal exit at 
-^^jHbtim," was worked into an effective Surrey melo- 
^^5^^tma, not many years back. The hero was played 
"^th excellent spirit by Mr. Cowper, and the Doctor^s 
^^tes for dissipation afforded an opportunity of intro- 
ducing Ranelagh and other effective scenes of amuse- 
ment. " Doctor Dodd " had a long run. 



BEVIVIFICATION AFTER HANGING, p. 180. 

" The subjoined incident we had from a friend, 
whose father was high sheriff of Tyrone about forty 
years ago. A country lad was hung at Omagh, for 
sheep-stealing ; a penalty and offence frequently as- 
sociated at that epoch. After t\ia ^^es^ffc^^ "^cssl^ 
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<^nv. Necessity drove him to the house 
of tlic gentleman who, in his official duty, had super- 
intended the execution. He recognised, relieved, and 
di.^missed him, not being disposed to pursue the 
matter furtlier. But, first, as a physical inquiry, 
asked him to describe his sensations on being turned 
off. lie replied that h • felt the jerk, but not so 
acutely as to produce insensibility or even confusion, 
lie appeared to have the power of looking above, 
below, and around. All was of a bright vermilion I 
colour. An agi'eeable sensation then crept through 
his frame until he became insensible. " But," he 
added, '' I can find no words to express the agony of 
gradually returning to consciousness !" Necessity, or 
natural bent, or what modern cant would call "his 
mission," drove him back to his old trade, which 
dro^e him again to the gallows, but this time without 
benefit of resuscitation." — Duhlin University Magazin 
Jamiarijj 1865. ' ' ; • 

THE END. 
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